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4 Declaration of Succession

— { Declaration of Succession } —

From the lotus mouth of His Divine Grace Orit Visnupad
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj

“The Next Acharya”

4 December 2009

“He, (Sripad Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj), is highly
qualified and I have chosen him as the next Acharya of this
Math. All of you should unitedly proceed under his guidance,
serve under him faithfully, and love him. His love for the Math
is his greatest quality. That the Math should not lose even one
inch of its land, even one inch of its property—he is continuously
working towards this end.

“Math secretary, Math manager, future Math Acharya, Sripéd
Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj ki jay! After me, all of you
should continue as his followers. Everyone makes mistakes, but
I very rarely see anyone with a sincere, heartfelt service mood
like him. The type of profound vision and attentive care he has
for every matter cannot be seen anywhere. I pray the Lord will
bring him all goodness and auspiciousness.”

“A Miracle”
7 February 2009
“We are so blissful and so much indebted to Sripad Acharya

Mahar3j because he hears what Srila Guru Maharaj wants, what
I want, and does that. He has done everything, all arrangements.
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He has the capacity and has done so much. It is a miracle.
Sripad Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj is an impossible man,
a miraculous man whose energy is over-flooding for the service
to our society. He is my very dear friend, very dear disciple,
very dear worker, everything. My blessings to him. He is doing,
attending to all of my own service duties, and I am so happy.”

“My Desire, My Order, and My Wish”

13 September 2008

“As per direction of Srila Guru Maharaj, the members of
Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math will be those who are under
the guidance of the Sevaite-President of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat
Math. If somebody cannot understand, cannot proceed with
help, affection, and love to Sripad Acharya Maharaj, they must
not disturb the Mission’s affairs and must get out.

“At present I see that Sripad Acharya Maharaj is the fittest
person as the Sevaite-President-Acharya. So, this is my order. My
well-wishes and my affection and love are with Sripad Acharya
Maharaj. He is fully dedicated to the Mission and to Sri Sri
Guru Gauranga Gandharva Govindasundar, he wants to do all
the good things for the Math. So, to stay in the Math everyone
must support him. This is my desire, my order, and my wish.

“Everyone follows him, but not everyone follows him with
affection—everyone must respect him as the Math Acharya and
help him. Those who cannot accept him must get out. This is not
only my desire, even Srila Guru Maharaj’s desire is like that. In
this way the Mission will continue.”

e iB e



6 Pranam-mantra

— { Pranam-mantra } —

Composed by His Divine Grace
O Visnupad Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj

pijya-sri-guru-varga-vandita-mahabhavanvitaya sada
paurvaparya-parampara-prachalita-prajya-pramurtakrteh
bhakter nirmala-nirjharasya nibhrtar samraksakam sadaram
vande $ri-gurudevam anata-$ira acharya-varyam nijam

“I bow my head in eternal obeisance to my Gurudev, the best of
acharyas, Srila Bhakti Nirmal Achiarya Maharaj. He is the ever vigilant,
stalwart guardian of the current of pure devotion—the devotion whose
highest form flows from our most worshippable Sri Riipanuga Guru-
varga in their exclusive dedication to Mahabhav, Srimati Radharani.”

prerakam prachya-paschatya-sisyanam bhakti-vartmani
bhakti-nirmalam-acharya-svaminam pranamamy aham
“I offer my respectful obeisances to Swami Bhakti Nirmal Acharya,

who is energetically inspiring all Eastern and Western disciples on
the path of pure devotion.”

oo i ee



— { Autobiography } —

By His Divine Grace Omi Visnupad
Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj

...We had a large joint family of about 150 people, and we
chanted the Holy Name, but only on special days—the family
did not follow the Gaudiya Vaisnav tradition. My father was
a political man, he did not like religion. My mother was from
a religious family, but she was religious without the proper
conception.

I remember when I was about ten years old, I would wake
up every day very early in the morning, put on a dhoti, and go to
our small family temple to read Srimad Bhagavad-gita. My father
did not like it and chastised my mother for this, but I still went
there, secretly.

Then, after a few years, I went to study at college and then
at university. When I finished university and passed the post-
graduate exams, I started teaching at college.

I stayed in the paternal house, where my uncle was staying,
for a few days, and then my uncle got me a job in Kolkata. He
was an income tax commissioner in Kolkata, a very prominent
person, and he knew a college principle. This is how I got the job
of a part-time teacher. I started giving lectures on mathematics
and physics there.

My maternal uncle liked to tell to me that his father, that is
my grandfather, had always wanted me to become a lawyer, or
ajudge, and he encouraged me to start studying law. So, I studied
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at night and taught at daytime, all at the same college. I studied
like this for three years and received the LLB degree (Bachelor
of Law), after which I took up practice under a senior advocate
at Alipore Court, and sometimes at Kolkata High Court, and
also continued lecturing at college.

At that time I was about twenty-seven years old. My mother
always chastised and pressed me to get married. All my brothers
and cousins had got married, but internally I had already decided
that I would not get married. I had seen how much family people
suffer, and I did not want to do that. I thought, “I can take care
of myself, I can cook my own food, then why would I want to
earn money with so much labour and spend it on some lady?
What for?”

One day I came from the court and saw that my mother had
not cooked for me. She said, “You are not getting married—who
is going to cook for you?” She chastised me that day again and
I ran away from the house.

I rented a house near Nabadwip, in érirémpur, Bardhaman
District. It is a five-minute walk from the Nabadwip train station.
I made a big centre in that house, Challenger Coaching Centre,
and tutored there privately. I taught boys (from fifteen years old
to graduate, postgraduate) mathematics, physics, chemistry,
English grammar, Bengali grammar, geography, history. I made
a sign board where I wrote I could teach all subjects, and when
students saw the sign board they were impressed, “Oh, one
teacher can teach all the subjects. I want to go there!”

Sometimes some college boys and girls came and asked me
about my degree. I told them I had MSc in mathematics; then
they challenged me to explain English grammar, and I explained
it to them easily. This is how I began to teach there. Within fifteen
days after opening the centre, I was already teaching 250 students.
I would start early in the morning, 5 a.m. and continue until late



at night, 12 a.m. I charged 50 rupees per student and earned
a lot of money at that time. Because I had a law certificate, I also
practised law at Krsna Nagar Court from time to time.

Then once I could not sleep the whole night. When a little bit
of sleep was coming, somebody called me, “Govinda Maharaj
is alone! Take care of him.” I was thinking and searching, “Who
is Govinda Maharaj? Who is this?” I did not know... It was like
akas dhvani, a sound coming from the sky. All night that sound
kept coming to me.

Next day was a Sunday. It was a holiday and I did not
teach on that day (some students came to me, but I sent them
away). I never brushed my teeth outside, but that day I took my
toothbrush and left as I was, wearing a punjabi. I walked from
Srirampur to the Gauranga Setu bridge and all the time kept
thinking, “Who is that Govinda Maharaj? Who is that? What
was that sound I heard?” From the bridge I saw the domes of the
temple and I wondered, “What temple is this? I want to go see
it.” And I came to the temple.

The main gate was not always open like now because at that
time all roads were mud roads, there were no bricks or anything
like that, and when a car or a tractor passed by there was a lot of
mud everywhere. So, I sat beside that iron steel-sheet gate where
the bookshop is now. I was sitting and thinking.

An hour later, a brahmachari came out. He saw me and asked,
“Who are you?” I told him I lived nearby and was from a town
near Kolkata. He asked me what job I did, and I told him I was
a private teacher and a lawyer. Then he left.

Next, I saw an old brahmachiari—the manager of the temple at
that time. There was somebody fishing in Govinda Kunda and
that old brahmachari was hiding to catch the fisherman. He caught
that boy and chastised him so much. Apologising and promising
not to do it again, the boy begged him to return his hook...
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Then, at three o’clock the first brahmachari came back. Later
I learnt he had come from Hapaniya Dham. At that time I had
never even heard of Hapaniya. He was surprised to see me again,

“You are still sitting here! Have you taken prasadam?”

“What is prasadam?”

“Food! It is our food.”

“Oh, nobody told me I could get some food...” I did not even
know what prasadam was, and I was very hungry—I came early
in the morning, but it was already three o’clock and I had not
eaten anything.

He took me with him. At that time the prasadam place was
where the storage room is now, and there was a plate with some
prasadam kept for him. He gave me a plate and put half of his
prasadam for me. I said to him, “Prabhu, it is too less for you!” but
he insisted, and I ate. After that he showed me around and told
me about the temple. There were not so many buildings at that
time: he showed me the main temple, Srila Sridhar Maharaj's
samadhi mandir, and some other buildings.

After that he said to me, “You are a good, educated boy.
Why do you not stay here, at the temple? You are not going to
get married, then why will you return to your house and tutor
people? What do you earn the money for? You can stay at the
temple.” He asked the manager of the temple if I could stay. The
manager did not like it,

“He is a lawyer, what is going to do here?”

“Oh, he will do some service...”

Finally, he agreed, “All right, take him to Damodar Maharaj.”

Damodar Maharaj was in charge of the guest house and he
gave me a room (it was room number 11; now it is number 13) and
a mattress. For three or four years I stayed without a bed-sheet or
a pillow—I only had that coconut mattress on the floor, nothing
else, and I did not ask for anything. I was also given one dhoti.



This is how I moved into the temple.

After Ijoined, in three-four days, one devotee chastised me,

“What have you come here for?”

“I do not know.”

“Then why are you here if you do not know?!”

“I want to do some service, want to stay in the temple. That
brahmachari said I could stay here. He said I could do what they
were doing.”

“Who is the Guru here?”

“I do not know.”

“Then why are you here? You do not even know the Guru’s
name here!”

“OK, Prabhu, I do not know. Tell me the name of the Guru.”

He told Gurudev’s name, and I remembered that message
from the sky. He was calling me. Somebody was sending me to
him, “That is your spiritual master.” So, I did whatever I was
told to do and was waiting for Gurudev to come.

Soon after that, perhaps a few days later, Gurudev came
back from his first world tour (it was 1992). Everyone went to
pay dandavat to him, I also went behind everyone and paid my
dandavat. Somebody told him, “This is a new boy,” and then he
saw me. He gave a class and I sat there, always behind. I just
listened and did not ask any questions.

He asked me, “What service are you doing?” I told him that
the Math manager sent me to the crops field. Gurudev said,
“Good. Do you go there alone now?”

“Yes, I go alone.”

“Do you know all our land?”

“Yes. I know all land.” After the manager went with me on
the first day, he did not go again—he understood that he did not
have to supervise me.

“Do you know the name of the villages where our land is?”
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“Yes, I do.”

“Tell me the village names.”

“Nrisinghajuli and Bonorpukur.” He was very happy.

“Do you know the name of the servitor who lives there?”
I told him the name, and he was also very happy.

He told the manager of the temple, “Take care of this boy.”
After a few days Gurudev gave me initiation and the name Vinod
Rafjan Das. On that day I was given one more dhoti. Before that
I had been wearing the same dhoti for one month—when I went to
rest in the afternoon, I washed it and while it was drying I wore
my trousers.

For two months I could not sleep well, I always dreamt of
mathematics, physics, writing on the blackboard, solving the
problems. I was thinking about my room—my big bed, my
almirah, big mattress, my fan, attaché case, suitcase, the money,
all these things—and one day I just threw the key from my room
into Govinda Kunda.

Next were my clothes. When I saw my trousers, my punjabi,
I again remembered my previous house, so when I got that one
more dhoti after the initiation I decided to burn my old clothes.
I could not ask for a candle or matches because they would
think I was smoking, so I waited. When there was no electricity
somebody brought me a candle, and I burnt my clothes with that
candle.

This is how, little by little, I removed the illusory environment.

Every day I listened to Hari-katha: morning class, afternoon
class, and evening class—I would be sitting there. I listened to
Chaitanya-bhagavata and Chaitanya-charitamyta classes happily, but
when Damodar Maharaj or some old devotee read Bhagavatam in
the afternoon, it was hard for me and I could not understand it.

...Sometimes Maya would also come. Once a man came to
me and said, “Why did you come to the temple at this age? You



can still get married, you can earn money!” I thought, “He is not
atemple man, he is against the temple. He is staying at the temple
but spreading bad ideas.” I was always observing everything—
who is doing, and who is doing what...

I remember when Gurudev just came back he asked me, “Do
you want to stay at the temple?”

“Yes.”

“Whom will you worship—Gaura or Krsna? Do you like
Gaura’s or Krsna’s /7l more?”

I did not know what to answer. I knew something about both
Gaura and Krsna, so I said, “Both.”

“Yes, it is the right answer.”

One day in 1999, it was in Rama Didi’s house—Gurudev
asked me, “Vinod, will you get married?”

I was surprised, “What for? I did not come to the temple to
get married. I came here to the temple because I was afraid to get
married...”

“Oh, so you will not get married... Then you can take
sannyas!”

“Sannyas? I will give my answer tomorrow, after twenty-four
hours...”

After twenty-four hours I came, paid my dandavat, and went
away immediately. I was waiting. Forty-eight hours passed,
seventy-two hours passed like this. Finally, Gurudev said, “You
are stretching time but not giving the answer!”

Rama Didi, Srila Sridhar Mabharaj’s sister, also said to Gurudev,
“Now you have to make somebody who will be the dcharya after
you.” Then Gurudev said to me at once, “You can take sannyas.”

I told Gurudev at that time, “Gurudev, you can say I am like
your goat. You can cut my head or tail, no problem. So, whatever
you tell me to do, I agree. I am unqualified, but if you think I am
qualified for sannyas, you can give it.”
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You know that after sannyas I went preaching. Before that
I also went to many places for preaching, collection. I took
so much responsibility for that. “It is service to Gurudev. If
somebody is not doing it,  must do it"—that is my mood. Before
me they also preached, but they would go only for some rice
collection, but I thought, “Why go house to house and collect
only one-two kilograms of rice? If I go preaching to other places,
then more rice will also come.”

When I came to the Math, only 250 people joined the parikrama
at that time, so I thought, “If I go preaching, people must come.
It is a good conception—Mahaprabhu’s conception, Gurudev’s
conception. Sridhar Maharaj gave so many books, it is like fish
food—when there is food in a pond, the fish must come.”

...I remember my first construction service was the gosala. It
was 1993. Previously, it was a small place and the cows were
always too crowded there. Our field was there, but there was no
boundary wall. Gurudev told me, “Do this job, it is necessary for
the cows,” and at the same time Gurudev also said to Damodar
Maharaj, “Do not give any money to him. I want to see how he
arranges it.” So, I had to borrow some money from others to
make the boundary wall...

Actually whatever I have done, it is Gurudev’s hand, I am
only an instrument...

oo oo
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Srila Gauri Das Pandit

20 September 2009

Nitai and Gaura Themselves installed Their Deities in the
house of Gauri Das Pandit. One day Nityananda and Mahaprabhu
went preaching, and They came to Gauri Das Pandit’s house.
Gauri Das Pandit said,

“Prabhu, You came to my house willingly, I did not invite
You. It was Your wish to come, and it is my wish that You cannot
go. Without my permission, You cannot go.”

“How is it possible? We have to go preaching everywhere. We
have to distribute the Holy Name everywhere, house to house.”

“That is Your matter, but my wish is like this.”

“Look behind!”

When Gauri Das Pandit turned round, he saw the same
Gaura Nitai inside his house, and They were talking too. Gaurl
Das Pandit could not recognise, “Are You the original, or are
They the original?”

Mahaprabhu asked him,

“OK, who will stay, those who are outside or inside?”

“Well, those who are inside my house are better.”

From that time, Nitai and Gaura stayed there.

Gauri Das Pandit had a disciple called Chaitanya Das. Once
they were going to celebrate Gaura Pirnima, and Gauri Das
Pandit went for preaching and collection while Chaitanya Das
stayed at home to worship the Deities. Three days passed, but
Gauri Das Pandit had not returned. Chaitanya Das became very
anxious, “Why is Gurudev not coming? The festival is near...”



18 Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj

......................................................................................................... PP STe

Chaitanya Das decided not to wait longer and invited all the local
devotees for Gaura Pirnima. The next day, however, Gauri Das
Pandit returned, and Chaitanya Das told him,

“Gurudev, you were coming late, so I invited all devotees
while you were away...”

“It is not good! Without my permission you invited
everybody? It is not the mood of a disciple! Get out of my
temple.”

Chaitanya Das went away and stayed at the bank of
the Ganges. On the Gaura Pirnima day devotees brought bhog
and other things for the festival. Gauri Das Pandit asked them,
“Who invited you? He who invited you, is not here. Maybe he
is at the bank of the Ganges.” The devotees took the bhog, went
to Chaitanya Das, and started the festival there. It was Gaura
Pirnima, but Gauri Das Pandit stayed alone.

At noon he saw that the Deities were not there. Gauri Das
Pandit got angry, “My Gaura Nitai?? Have They gone there?!” He
went to the bank of the Ganges and saw thousands of thousands
of devotees and Gaura Nitai dancing! He took a stick, “I will
beat Them!” Gaura Nitai became afraid and entered the heart
of Chaitanya Das. From that day his name became Hrdaya
Chaitanya (he in whose heart Chaitanya is).

You see? When devotees are there, Krsna is there.

eo i oo



Disappearance of Srila Haridas Thakur

24 September 2009

One day Mahaprabhu asked Haridas Thakur, “Prabhu what
disease do you have? What has happened to you today?” Every
day Haridas Thakur would chant three lakhs (300 000) Names,
and so he replied, “Prabhu, my only disease is that I could not
finish my chanting of the Holy Name... That is my disease. Sarira
sustha haya mora, asustha buddhi-mana (Cc, 3.11.22): my body is
not sick, only my mind is sick.”

Without having finished his chanting, he did not eat, did
not take prasadam. Do you know that? There was like a rule that
every day prasadam would come from the Jagannath temple,
and when Mahaprabhu finished His prasadam, He would send
the remnants to Haridas Thakur. Govinda (Mahaprabhu’s
servant) would take that prasadam to Haridas Thakur.

Every day Haridas Thakur chanted loudly (to give benefit to
all jiva souls—those who cannot talk, cannot hear, trees, birds,
etc.), but one day when Govinda came to Haridas Thakur, he
saw him lying down on his bed and chanting, but the sound was
not coming. Govinda asked, “Prabhu, please take this prasadam.”
Haridas Thakur replied, “Aji larighan: today 1 have to break
the rule. Every day after I finish chanting, you bring prasadam,
and I take it, but today my chanting is not finished, then how am
I to take prasadam? But Mahaprabhu sent His prasadam, so how
shall I reject it? What can I do? I have to honour this prasadam,
and so I have to break the rule today.”
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Then he took a bit of the prasadam and said, “Govinda, now go.”

Govinda told everything to Mahaprabhu. The next day
Mahaprabhu came to Haridas Thakur and asked him,

“Haridas, what has happened to you?”

“Prabhu, arira sustha haya mora, asustha buddhi-mana. My
health is not a problem, only my mind is a problem. My mind is
sick—I could not finish my chanting on the beads...”

“You are a siddha mahapurusa, you are already a liberated
soul. You are Namacharya Haridas Thakur, a great Vaisnav—it
is not necessary for you to chant so many rounds, you can do
a little less.”

“Prabhu, in all my life I have not asked You for anything, and
now I want to ask You for something...”

Mahaprabhu agreed, and Haridas Thakur said,

“Prabhu, You have given me Your mercy and I could see
Your Pastimes from Your birth day up until now. I have seen
everything, all Your Pastimes, but I think You are going to finish
Your lild soon... Prabhu, I do not want to see that kind of /ila.
I want to go before You—I want to leave my body before You.”

“Yes, no problem, but...” Then immediately Haridas Thakur
fell down at His lotus feet—he did not want to hear anything
further from Mahaprabhu, “Prabhu, do not give me maya. I know
You love me so much, and that is why I do not want to hear You
further. Please give me some mercy—I want to go before You.”

“You will go, no problem, but I always do My every lila with
you, and if you go, how can My /ila finish?”

“Prabhu, I am only an ant. If just one ant dies, what is the loss
for You? Many devotees come to You... Please, Prabhu, fulfil my
desire. I want You to come to me, I want to see Your face, and
place Your feet on my heart.”

“When a pure, permanent devotee asks Krsna for something,
Krsna always fulfils his desire...”



So, the next day Mahaprabhu came and asked, “What has
happened?” Haridas Thakur replied, “Ye ichchha tomara: as
You wish, Prabhu.” Haridas Thakur was lying down, and
Mahaprabhu told everybody to circumambulate his body.
Mahaprabhu sat down by the side of Haridas Thakur’s bed, and
Haridas Thakur pulled His leg and put it on his chest. He was
looking at Mahaprabhu and kept saying, “Sri Krsna Chaitanya,
Sri Krsna Chaitanya.” And that jiva soul left... This is how
Haridas Thakur left his body.

Mahaprabhu Himself took Haridas Thakur’s body to
the samudra, the sea. All devotees bathed him and Mahaprabhu
said, “Today this samudra is a maha-tirtha, has become even holier.”
Everybody drank some water from the sea, put tilak, and took
Haridas Thakur’s body to the shore. Mahaprabhu Himself dug
the ground, seated Haridas Thakur, and put the sand and some salt.

Then Mahaprabhu Himself went begging to the Jagannath
temple’s market. Everybody gave so much, and the devotees
made a Vaisnav festival, where Mahaprabhu Himself distributed

prasadam. This is how He made the festival for Haridas Thakur.

One day Mahaprabhu asked Haridas Thakur, “How will
the souls in this Kali-yuga be rescued?” Haridas Thakur replied,
“Namabhase mukti paibe.” It means that through Namabhas
(imperfect chanting, or chanting the shadow of the Holy Name)
everyone will be rescued. For example, all Muslim people say,
“Haram!” It means “bad, not to do,” but it can also mean, “Ha
Ram: O Ram, O Ram!” So, if they say “haram,” they will be
rescued from this world too.

Mahaprabhu said,

prabhu kahe,“kahilan ei maha-mantra

iha japa’ giya sabe kariya nirbandha”

(Sri Chaitanya-bhagavata, Madhya-khanda, 23.77)



“Always chant the Holy Name—there is no obstruction, no
binding, you can chant this Holy Name at any time.”

ki sayane, ki bhojane, kiba jagarane
aharnisa chinta krsna, balaha vadane
(Sri Chaitanya-bhagavata, Madhya-khanda, 28.28)

“Even when you sleep, when you eat, sit, or sit in a car you
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can also chant—you can chant at any time

iha haite sarva-siddhi haibe sabara
sarva-ksana bala’ ithe vidhi nahi ara
(S+1 Chaitanya-bhagavata, Madhya-khanda, 23.78)

“Everybody will be rescued from this environment through
the Holy Name.” Also,

yadi ama’-prati sneha thake sabakara
tabe krsna-vyatirikta na gaibe ara
(871 Chaitanya-bhagavata, Madhya-khanda, 28.27)

“If you have some love and affection to Me, if you love Me,
please only chant Hare Krsna, nothing else. If you do not love
Me, then do not chant.”

Mahaprabhu told these kinds of things very strongly...

eoe i oo
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A Speck of Dust of
Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math

25 September 2009

Sincerity is always necessary in our practising life. Sincerity is
most necessary in our life. Gurudev also said that many devotees
may have sincerity, but only 10% or 5% of the devotees have
chastity. These are Gurudev’s words.

When Srila Raghunath Das Goswami Prabhu stayed at Radha
Kunda, some devotee, a Vraja bisi, used to every day bring him
some buttermilk in a dona, a bowl made from leaves. One time
that devotee could not bring a bowl from the usual place, and
instead he brought it from some other place. Das Goswami
Prabhu threw it away. He said, “I only accept a bowl from Radha
Kunda or Kusum Sarovar.” That is the kind of chastity they have.
They are Radharani’s followers, not followers of anybody else...

You are devotees of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, and
Gurudev says that you are all on the ship of Chaitanya Saraswat
Math, and everybody should come under one umbrella.

Sometimes we have some problem, or some ego... We hear,
“Come under one umbrella,” but we bring our own raincoat.

Another time Gurudev said to me, “If you become a speck
of dust, dhiili-kana, of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, then I will
make one place for you.” He told me that.

He also told me this story about A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaj, Srila Prabhupad. When he went to America, he went
once to the jail to see one of his disciples. When he saw him, that



devotee cried and said, “I earned some money and gave it all to
you to make a temple in Vrndavan, Krsna Balaram temple, but
what has happened? Why am I in this kind of position? Why am
I in jail?” But Prabhupad said, “This is your previous karma. But
you have given a donation for the temple, so do not worry, there
is a place reserved for you in Goloka Vrndavan.”

That is called service result, service mood...

oo B oo
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Chant Constantly

June 2010

Question: I live far from the temple and do not have the association
of devotees. Is it good if, while I am at home and away from the temple,
I chant and practise on my own?

Of course! “Grhe va vanete thake”: you can stay anywhere,
in a forest or a house, it is necessary to chant, only to chant
constantly. When you stop chanting, illusory environment can
come. Chant constantly!

Sometimes you will not get taste, but you should think, “Why
am I not getting taste? Because something bad has come into my
mind, that is why I am not getting taste through chanting.” So,
you should chant constantly. Those who only talk, talk, talk, their
energy goes into talking, and they cannot chant.

Yesterday also I was coming by car, and someone there was
always talking, talking, talking, and I could not tolerate it. Then
I started chanting, and the talking stopped. Actually, I do not like
so much talk, you know that.

Question: We are chanting the songs, but generally we do not
understand their meaning. Does it bring the same result, the same
benefit to us?

Of course. When Mahaprabhu went to South India, there was
one brahman who was reading Srimad Bhagavad-gita with tears
in his eyes, but his reading was wrong, he did not know how
to pronounce the Sanskrit. Mahaprabhu asked that brahman,
“Brahman, why are you crying? You are reading Srinad Bhagavad-
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gita, but your reading is wrong, then what are you reading?
Why are tears coming to your eyes?” The brahman replied, “My
Gurudev told me, ‘Read Srimad Bhagavad-gita,’ so I am reading.
I do not know what is the meaning or anything, but when I am
reading I can see Lord Krsna, Arjun, their chariot running like
this. I can see that, but when I stop, I cannot see it, that is why
I am reading—I want to see that...”

You must use most of your time for chanting. Sometimes you
work or sometimes cook, but you do not cook with your mouth,
you cook with your hands; you work on a computer, but you
work with your hands. When you are not working with your
mouth, you are wasting your time. Use your time for chanting.
Through chanting, everything comes: through chanting you will
get the real service.

And do not do so much piija every day. Do not spend three
hours a day doing piija and other things like that, it is not our line.
Whatever you do, you must spend most of your time on chanting.

I saw many devotees of Srila Gurudev, Srila Swami Mabharaj,
Srila Sridhar Maharaj, and in the Gaudiya Math also: they follow
so many rules and regulations, they spend three to eight hours
a day doing some piija, but they do not chant at all. For this reason
such devotees do not last so long. They continue for a few years,
and then they stop, but those who chant more, their devotional
activities get more and more energy, and they last longer.

Sometimes you are not able to chant on the beads, but then
you chant without the beads, no problem. What is your work,
you do that, what is your service, you do that, and all other time
you only chant Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Do like this for one
year, and then you tell me after one year what result you have
got. OK?

oo i oo



The Four Regulative Principles

June 2010

Question: To take initiation, we must follow the four requlative
principles, but some people can be afraid to take initiation because they
know they may fall down, break, or not follow the regulative principles.
What advice could you give us?

You should not force anybody but should give them advice,
tell them, “You should follow the instruction. It is not good.”
Dyiita, pana, striya, siind (gambling, intoxication, illicit sex,
animal-eating) are the four types of bad things where Kali always
stays. ‘Kali’ means kalau, always fighting.

Kali is a very bad age, Kaler dosa-nidhi (Kali has many faults),
but we are fortunate that we have got this life: Mahaprabhu,
the Lord Himself, came in this age, and we have got a bona fide
Guru under the guidance of Mahaprabhu. At the same time, you
must follow these rules. It is not a question of not chanting or
not taking initiation, the question is that if you do not stop these
four—dyiita, pana, striya, sina—it is bad for you, and you can be
attacked by Kali Maharaj. You can tell it to them in this way, and
they should slowly, slowly avoid it. Kali Maharaj always stays
in these four places, so you should preach that we should avoid
these places.

If you do not avoid that, it is like somebody has a gastric
disease, acidity, and they take antacid (the medicine), but also
take so much chilli, sour food, etc., then how will they get relief?
They must think both ways—either you drink milk or you drink
whiskey. Which do you choose? You cannot drink both. You



must drink milk and avoid these things. Srila Prabhupad said,
“Kupatha varjan korte habe ar supatha grahan korte habe (you should
reject unhealthy things, and take wholesome, healthy things).”
It means take prasadam and avoid these things; otherwise if you
chant the Holy Name and take these kinds of things, it will not
give any cure in your life.

I saw also many people in India, Bengal, who had taken
initiation from Gurudev. Gurudev asked them directly, “Will you
obey the four rules and regulations?” They promised to follow,
but in India people can actually follow only three regulative
principles, and the only one they cannot follow is giving up
mach, fish. They can leave meat, but they cannot leave fish. So,
some take the Holy Name, but after one-two years they leave
everything, they cannot chant or practise any more. I saw this
even in Param Guru Maharaj's disciples—some do not follow
the rules and regulations, and a few days, six months, or one
year after taking initiation they put the beads away in some high
place and the beads dry up, or get eaten by insects...

oo B oo



S$ri Guru: Mercy at Your Doorstep

June 2010

Param Guru Maharaj, Srila Sridhar Dev-Goswami Mabharaj,
mentioned in his book Sri Guru and His Grace a very nice
expression. I am giving you that example now, and if you read
the book, you can easily find it there. Param Guru Maharaj told:

There is a lotus blooming very nicely in a pond, and there is
so much heat coming from the sun, but the lotus blooms even
more in that heat: the heat cannot cause any damage to the lotus.
Once you take that lotus out of the pond—out of the shelter of
the soil and the water—and keep it somewhere outside, it will
immediately, within two minutes, change its colour, wither, and
dry up.

So, when the lotus is under the shelter of the soil and
the water, the powerful sun cannot destroy that lotus, but when
it is not under the shelter of water and soil, it immediately dries
up. So, Guru Maharaj compared the sun to Lord Krsna, the soil
and the water to Gurudev, and the lotus to ourselves: when we
are under the shelter of Gurudev, Krsna cannot destroy us, cannot
break us; but when we are not under the shelter of Gurudev, then
any time we can be destroyed. Like this.

That is why we must take shelter of the Guru:

saksad-dharitvena samasta-$astrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh $ri-charanaravindam
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“I offer my obeisance unto the lotus feet of Sri Guru, who is said
by all the scriptures to be the Lord Himself, and considered to be
50 by the sadhus, yet is also the Lord’s beloved devotee.”

(Sr1 Gurvastakam, 7, by Srila Visvanath Thakur)

Visvanath Chakravarti Thakur wrote this. Saksad-dharitvena,
Gurudev is the Lord Himself, and at the same time saksad-
dharitvena means Gurudev is a close associate of Radharani or
Nityananda Prabhu. What has he come for? Krsna has sent him
to rescue us, to take us home, but we do not want to go. Krsna is
pulling us one way, and we are grasping onto our house pillar.
Krsna and Gurudev are saying, “Come with me! I have come to
take you home,” but we reply, “No, I must go take some food...
I'will go later.”

On the other hand, Srila Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj also
said, “Even if Lord Brahma comes to take me, I will not go. I will
tell him that I have so much service to my Guru.”

Mahaprabhu went house to house, door to door, and told
Nityananda Prabhu also, “Go door to door,” but Prabhupad,
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur said, “Not door to
door—go heart to heart!”

jiva jaga, jiva jaga, gorachada bale

kata nidra yao maya-pisachira kole

(Gitavali, Arunodaya kirtan, 2.1, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

“How long are you going to sleep? Wake up. You have lost
your address and I have come to take you back!” Mahaprabhu
went door to door, and some opened the door, some did not;
Prabhupad went heart to heart, and somebody’s heart was open,
somebody’s heart was closed. Those who are fortunate souls
open their door; it is called sukrti (good fortune). There is jiiata
sukrti and ajiiata sukrti: known and unknown sukrti.

Maybe before we were some flower tree, and a flower from
our tree was offered to the Lord, then through that kind of sukrti



we have got this human body so that we can serve the Lord.
Sometimes people go to India as tourists, and if they get some
association from the devotees, they can immediately come to
our Gurudev’s lotus feet. You can see that this is ajiiata sukrti,
‘unknown sukrti’. People get good association, and through that
good association their hearts will become clean. Bhakti Devi
said, “I do not go to a dirty place. I always go to a clean place.”
You may ask, “How to make our hearts clean?” The answer is
through good association, sadhu-sanga.

‘sadhu-sanga’, ‘sadhu-sanga’—sarva-$astre kaya
lava-matra sadhu-sange sarva-siddhi haya

“Even a moment’s association can give you supreme benefit.”
(Cc, 2.22.54) People serve and serve for millions and millions
of lives, but they do not get good association, but once you get
some sukrti, you can immediately get that kind of mercy. Through
sukrti—sadhu-sanga, Sravanam, kirtanam—you will get relief.
Gurudev always said, “It is not necessary to wait for the next life.”

durlabha manava- janama sat-sange
taraha e bhava-sindhu re
“Having attained this rare human birth, cross over the ocean of

material existence by associating with sadhus.”
(‘Bhajahii re mana’, 1, by Srila Govinda Das Kavirdj)

It is so rare to get this human body, but at last you have got
it! Why wait for the next life? Krsna Himself says that those who
have a good brain and good intelligence (sumedha) can receive the
Holy Name, but at the same time you must be a good receiver,
otherwise if the telephone line works but your telephone is dead,
you will not receive the signal. That is why you must be a good
receiver, then easily you can reach your goal, your destination.

eoe i oo



Lord Nrsimhadev and
“Krsna in my heart”

June 2010

Question: Why do we not worship Lord Nysinthadev? Can some
devotees, for example grhasthas (householders), worship Nrsitithadev?

They can, but Lord Nrsimhadev is not the Supreme Person.
He is an Avatar. There are ten Avatars (Matsya, Kurma, Varaha,
Nrsimha, Vamana, Parasurama, Rama, Krsna, Buddha and
Kalki), and one of the Avatars is Nrsimhadev, but Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayan. Our conception
is that we do not follow even Narayan of Vaikuntha. We pay
obeisance to Narayan, but our destination is more than that—
we are going to Krsna of Goloka Vrndavan. There, Krsna always
plays, chants, dances, Krsna is a baby, and we worship Him in
santa, dasya, sakhya, vatsalya, or madhura rasas. So, our worship is
more than that. If somebody likes Nrsimhadev, they can worship
Nrsimhadev, no problem.

Also, I remember I asked Gurudev this same question, and
his answer was, “Nrsimhadev is worshipped by those who are
afraid.” I remember that answer of Gurudev... For those who
are fully surrendered to Gurudev it is not necessary to go to
Nrsimhadev.

Question: What is better: to develop some attraction for the Deity,
devotees, this external environment in general, or to think that I have
Krsna in my heart and that is enough?
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No. Those who say, “Krsna is in my heart, it is not necessary
to do anything,” want to cheat you. Somebody may say, “Oh,
it is not necessary to wear the neck beads, it is not necessary to
put tilak, not necessary to do anything—Krsna is in my heart!”
Actually, they are not practising, they are cheating.

e oo



Yamadiits and Ego:
How to Survive?

16 June 2010

Question: When we leave our body, Yamadiits come to take us.
How can we avoid being taken by them?

If you are a surrendered soul, if you do service and follow
Krsna consciousness, Yamadiits (messengers of Yamaraj, the Lord
of Death) will never come to you. Only Visnudiits (messengers of
Lord Visnu) will come to you.

Practise well, follow Gurudev’s instruction, that will be
good... Where are your neck beads? You must always wear
the neck beads. If you wear TulasI neck beads, Yamadiits cannot
touch you.

In India also some are afraid to wear Tulasi beads, and they
do not wear it. I tell them forcefully,

“Who is telling you not to wear Tulasi beads?”

“Oh, my friends are teasing me, they are telling some bad
things to me...”

“Who is feeding you?! Tulasi or your friend? Tell me.”

They are silent. Tulasi feeds you, the Lord feeds you!

In India some also make Tulasi very long and try to hide that
they are wearing it—they button up their shirt’s collar so that
nobody can see their Tulasi beads. It is very offensive. They are
wearing Tulasi in a wrong way. They do not know that Tulasi
feeds us. Why are we afraid to wear Tulasi beads? She protects
us in our devotional activities...



Question: How can a grhastha be totally surrendered? How is it
possible?

It is possible. Everything is possible because you will do
everything for the Lord. You are doing some job, you are doing
it for the Lord; your wife is cooking, that cooking is for the Lord.
Everything is like this—for the Lord. That is called surrender.
You must surrender, then there will be no problem. A grhastha
may think, “A sannyasi is so surrendered,” but that is not so.
A sannyasi may have another desire inside, then how can he be
surrendered? A grhastha can do what even a sannyasi cannot do.

Question: You were explaining that sometimes when we do a lot
of service, our ego can increase, our ego can become an obstacle, and we
start retarding in our service. How can we avoid it?

It is necessary to avoid it through practising. Actually, when
somebody, through some mercy of Gurudev and devotional
activities, does a lot of service, they may think, “Oh, I am not
doing anything,” while somebody else may do a little and think,
“Oh, I have done so many things! I am doing this, I am doing
that...” This depends on their qualities. When you get good
association, you can understand, “What I am doing is wrong.”

I told yesterday about Daruk. Daruk is Krsna's devotee. He
was fanning Krsna with a chamar (a yak tail fan) and suddenly
thought, “Oh, I am getting some sambhoga-vida, pleasure!” He at
once stopped fanning: he could not move, thinking, “I am doing
such a great service!” He was enjoying himself more than doing
service.

When we do some service and increase our own enjoyment,
it is not good. Through that enjoyment ego can come.

As for avoiding it, that actually comes automatically. If
somebody does not avoid it, it becomes a big problem for them,
and they eventually fall down. This is what I was talking about.



If there is a very heavy load in a boat, the boat will sink. “Oh,
I'am doing so much, I am doing this, I am doing that. T have done
this”—so much ego comes, and you become very, very heavy,
and in the end you sink with the boat. That is a big problem.

You must know what is bad and avoid it. That is called bhakti-
pratikiil: avoiding what is not in favour of devotion. You can do it
easily—just keep trying to avoid it and you will be able to do it.

oo B oo
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Do Not Follow Your Mind:
Surrender to Your Guru

16 June 2010

Actually, how can we understand that we are doing bhajan,
that we are proceeding, we are practising and developing our
Krsna consciousness life? We do not realise this.

We cannot avoid rain, or some bad weather, but as soon
as we can avoid it, we should immediately join the Krsna
consciousness program. If you are getting pleasure from your
practice, then you should think that something is happening,
that you are practising Krsna consciousness and that some bhajan
is happening.

We do not know what is good for us, what is bad for us,
what will happen to us. Gurudev knows everything, the Lord
knows. We cannot decide anything for ourselves: Krsna will
decide everything for me, Gurudev will decide everything for
me, but we ourselves cannot decide what should happen and
what should not happen.

Raghunath Das Goswami tried to come to Mahaprabhu many
times, so many obstacles came to him through practising Krsna
consciousness, but Mahaprabhu sent him back, “Go back to your
house.” Who would have thought? Mahaprabhu said to him
again and again, “Batul hao na, pagal hao ni. Do not become crazy,
do not become crazy. You go back to your home and serve your
family, and internally, in your heart, you can remember Me. That
is sufficient for you.” What happened to him later? In the end, he
got shelter of Mahaprabhu's lotus feet, you all know that.
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In another way, you can see Srila Sanatan Goswami also.
Sanatan Goswami thought, “I will commit suicide. I will throw
my body under the chariot of Jagannathdev during the Ratha
Yatra,” but Mahaprabhu chastised him so much: “What are you
doing? Do you think this body is yours??” Diksa-kale bhakta kare
atma-samarpan: when a devotee takes shelter, takes initiation,
at that time he gives his body and his everything to Gurudev.
So, Mahaprabhu said to him, “You have taken My shelter, you
have given everything, even your body, to Me, then why do you
want to spoil and destroy My things, My property?!” After that
Mahaprabhu reassured Sanatan Goswami, “I will use this body
for so much service. You think it is your body, but it is not. It is
My property, and I will use this property in many ways—I have
so many things to do through this property.”

So you think about it. Even Sanatan Goswami is showing that
he wanted to follow his mind, but what did the Lord Himself
say? He changed everything. Later, Mahaprabhu sent him to
Vrndavan to preach His conception. He instructed him, “Serve
the Vaisnavs, print books, and when from Gaura Mandal some
old Vaisnavs come to Vrndavan, take care of them.” That kind of
service Mahaprabhu gave to Sanatan Goswami...

We cannot follow our mind. We do not know what will
be good for us, so what instructions Gurudev gives, what
Gurudev’s desire is, and what will happen—depend on him,
give up everything to him. Do you understand?

o B oo



Householders:
Appearance Is Deceptive

17 June 2010

Question: It is said that we should give up our material activities
and increase our devotional service, but how to harmonise it if a person
has to work hard to maintain their family?

They can do everything within their family life as devotional
activities, because actually it is not their family, it is Krsna’s family.
If they think it is their family, it is a problem; but if they think that
it is Krsna's family, then whatever they do will be for Krsna.

If you have children, taking care of these children is
also service to the Lord. You can teach them how to practise
devotional activities, and that child will be a devotee, will serve
the Lord and the Guru. Everything is for Krsna—you can turn
your house into a temple.

In this world people know only exploitation and renunciation,
but Prabhupad Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur and
Mahaprabhu explained that Krsna is the biggest enjoyer in this
world—no one can enjoy more than Krsna. All gopis also said,
“We do not want renunciation, we do not want to go to the jungle
and chant. We want You to stay and enjoy with us.” This is
very important for our spiritual life—we do not want a life of
renunciation, we do not like that, but we want to live a happy life
with the Lord, to live a happy life through Krsna consciousness.

Question: Externally, Pundarik Vidyanidhi used to behave as
an ordinary person, and sometimes we may become confused—how
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can it be possible that such great personalities can behave like an
ordinary soul?

Mahaprabhu always called Pundarik Vidyanidhi ‘baba’,
father. In Dvapar-yuga, he is Radharani’s father, King Vrsabhanu,
and in Kali-yuga he becomes Pundarik Vidyanidhi. Mahaprabhu
knew this and gave much honour to him although Pundarik
Vidyanidhi was a householder.

Pundarik Vidyanidhi was a rich man, looking like a landlord,
and he would always chew pan (a mixture of tobacco, pulses,
nuts, etc.) and spit it out at the wall. Everyone was appalled,
“What is this man doing? It is a dirty habit!” People did not like
him, and even Gadadhar Pandit was surprised to see Pundarik
Vidyanidhi’s behaviour, but when he asked Mahaprabhu to give
him initiation, Mahaprabhu said, “Your Guru is coming, wait for
him,” and later He told Gadadhar Pandit to take initiation from
Pundarik Vidyanidhi.

Also, how can you understand that Bhakti Vinod Thakur
is a great personality? He was actually saptam Goswami,
the seventh Goswami, but he would mix with aul, baul, kartabhaja,
with all these bad people of apa-sampradaya. He knew why he
mixed with that kind of misconception. When he was in Krsna
Nagar, he saw that Mahaprabhu's conception had been lost and
there was much misconception going on instead, and because he
wanted to purify, conquer the people with this kind of mentality
he had to mix with them.

Gurudev also sometimes mixed with such people. There was
a very big man who donated some money to build a house for
the gosala in Nabadwip, but he smoked a pipe. Once he asked
Gurudev, “Do you know what my pipe is saying?” Gurudev
" Gurudev
also mixed with such kind of people, but anyhow later that man

joked, “Yes, it is saying, ‘Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna.

became a great devotee.



So, how can you understand such personalities? Sometimes
their behaviour seems bad, but they are actually great. You
cannot understand who they are by their appearance.

When Das Goswami Prabhu went to meet Mahaprabhu,
at first Mahaprabhu told him to go back to his house, and he
did that: he got married and led a household life. The grhastha
people say, “Oh, but after that he left his wife and again went to
Mahaprabhu”’—they think bad, but it was necessary to rescue us,
the jiva souls, to rescue all universe.

Until you have reached a particular stage, level of realisation,
you cannot understand who is a devotee and who is not just by
their external behaviour. You must reach that stage, then you can
understand it.
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The Devotee and the Barber

18 June 2010

Once a devotee went to a barbershop to shave his hair and
face. It was a barbershop like in India. There were many people
waiting in the queue because there was only one barber, so
somebody was reading a newspaper, somebody was doing
something else, and when that barber saw the devotee’s tilak,
kanthi mala, he became jealous. The barber said, “There is no
Lord, no Krsna, no Bhagavan in this world!” The devotee replied,
“You will see...”

Another day the devotee went to a train station and saw a big
crazy person who had not shaved perhaps for ten years: he had
long-long hair and a long-long beard. He brought that man to the
barber shop and said,

“Look! There is no barber in this world!”

“There is! I am a barber. I shaved you the other day, then why
are you saying there is no barber here?”

“If you are a barber, then why does this man have long hair
and a long beard—why?”

“That man did not come to me, how could I shave him?”

“Then how do you know there is no Bhagavan? You never
went to Bhagavan. You never go to Krsna’s devotee, you never
go to Krsna's temple. Go and you can understand whether Krsna
exists or not. You can understand it easily if you get association
of Krsna's devotee, otherwise you cannot. This man did not come
to you, then you cannot shave him; if you cannot go to Krsna’s
temple, you cannot understand whether there is Krsna or not.”
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It is a good example, is it not? I read it once in an article.

Actually, Krsna consciousness comes through practising,
through Krsna-anusilana. You know some devotees do not come
to the temple, do not get good association, do not practise, and
think, “Oh, it is not necessary to go to the temple...”—their
Krsna consciousness will eventually disappear.

Param Guru Maharaj, Srila Sridhar Mahardj, gave our
sangha a good name: Krsna-anusilana-sangha. Anusilana means
practising: our sarngha is practising Krsna consciousness. Our
main temple’s and society’s name is Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
and we are all under one sangha, and that sangha’s name is

Krsna-anuséilana-sangha.
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Vaisnavs: Not What They Seem

24 June 2010

Sanatan Goswami asked, “Koi se hita haya? What is good for
us?” There are many ways given—sravanam, kirtanam, etc.

adau $raddha tatah sadhu-sango ‘tha bhajana-kriya

tato ‘nartha-nivrttih syat tato nistha ruchis tatah
athasaktis tato bhavas tatah premabhyudanchati
sadhakanam ayam premnah pradurbhave bhavet kramah
“In the beginning there is faith, then good association, then
practising life. After that, the offences gradually go away, faith
becomes stronger, taste comes, then attachment, then there
arises affection and love. This is how love to God comes to those

who practise Kysna consciousness.”
(Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh, 1.4.15-16)

It is written very nicely—first is sraddha, then from sraddha
sukrti comes, and so on. Nityananda Prabhu, on the other hand,
said only one thing, and said it very strongly:

“How to prosper in our life?”

“Bhagavata pada Vaisnavera sthane, ekanta asraya kara Chaitanya-
charane! Yao! Go! Go read Bhagavatam under the guidance of bona
fide Vaisnavs and take shelter at Mahaprabhu’s lotus feet! That is
your benefit.” (Cc, 3.5.131) Nityananda Prabhu says like this.

Question: Could you please explain the qualification of a Vaisnav?

Once, Prabhupad Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur
went to give a lecture in some place near Delhi. The people
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thought a guru was coming and he would have long hair, a big
beard, like that, but when Prabhupad came, they saw a simple
man. The audience was unhappy, and Prabhupad started his
lecture with the words, “I cannot see anybody here who can
recognise a Vaisnav, who has the eyes to see a Vaisnav!”

Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami explained it, and Mahaprabhu's
conception is the same—there is a Vaisnav (ordinary Vaisnav),
a Vaisnavatara (better Vaisnav), and a Vaisnavatama (best
Vaisnav). There are three different qualities of a Vaisnav, they are
also the same as kanistha Vaisnav, madhyam Vaisnav, and uttam
Vaisnav.

Gurudev and all our acharyas are uttam-adhikari, but they
have to come down to the stage of madhyam-adhikari because
an uttam-adhikari Vaisnav always sees the Lord everywhere,
he does not even see a disciple, so he cannot make a disciple.
For an uttam-adhikari to take a disciple, he has to come down to
the middle stage.

Mahaprabhu also said: those who chant the Holy Name,
Krsna Nam, once are kanistha Vaisnavs; those who always chant
Krsna Nam are madhyam-adhikari; and uttam-adhikari is described
as follows:

yahara darsane mukhe aise krsna-nama
tahare janiha tumi “vaisnava-pradhana’
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya-lila, 16.74)

“When somebody sees you and Krsna comes to their mouth,
then you are an uttam-adhikari.”

Gurudev also told about the three kinds of disciples:
Gurudev tells a disciple, “Do this job,” but he does not do it—
that is adham, the lowest. The second kind is when Gurudev tells
his disciple, “Do this,” and the disciple does it. The third kind is
when Gurudev does not have to tell it—the disciple does what is
necessary himself. These are the three different qualities.



Prabhupad Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur explained
also, “Samsara bhitare, na bahire.” You cannot recognise
a Vaisnav through your eyes. You must first acquire the eyes,
the qualification, then you can recognise through your eyes who
is a Vaisnav and who is not a Vaisnav. You must see the Vaisnav
not with your eyes—you must see the Vaisnav through your
ears!

“Samsara bhitare, na bahire” (lit. material life is within, not
without) means that somebody may be wearing saffron colour,
may be in a sannyasi dress, but they can be a hypocrite if they do
not practise, do not follow the sannyas rules and regulations. In
another way, it means you cannot recognise who has a wife and
who has no wife just by their clothes. These are strong words...
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_Mahaprabhu’s Teachings to
Srila Raghunath Das Goswami

Speaking on Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta,
Antya-lila, Chapter 6
6 September 2010

Mahaprabhu teaches us so many things.

gramya-katha na sunibe, gramya-varta na kahibe
bhala na khaibe ara bhala na paribe

amani manada hana krsna-nama sada la’be
vraje radha-krsna seva manase karibe

“Do not listen to the mundane talks, do not listen to the
mundane news. Do not eat fancy food, do not wear fancy clothes.
Do not expect honour to yourself, but offer all respect to others.
Always chant the Holy Name of Krsna, and in your mind serve
Radha-Krsna.”

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya-lild, 6.236-237)

We are always gossiping, always talking so much: talking,
talking, talking. We lose our energy. Talking so much with your
tongue, with your mouth, you waste your energy on other
purpose, then how will you get the energy to chant the Holy
Name? If you waste your energy on talking some nonsense,
gramya-katha (village talks, gossiping), gramya-varta (village
news, mundane news), how will you get the energy to chant
the Holy Name, how will you get the energy to serve to the Lord,
sadhu, your Guru? Do you understand it? It is an easy matter.



Sri  Chaitanya-charitamyta  tells about Mahaprabhu’s
conception. There are so many things there.

ara dina raghunatha svartipa-charane

apanara krtya lagi’ kaila nivedane

ki lagi’ chhadaila ghara, na jani uddesa

ki mora kartavya, prabhu karuna upadesa

“The next day, Raghunath Das inquired at the lotus feet of
Svariip Damodar about his duty. ‘I do not know why I have

given up the household life. Please advise me what is my duty?’”
($r7 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Antya-lil, 6.228-229)

“You have brought me here, but what is my duty? I was in
a family life, and now I have brought my everything here, so
what is my duty? Please tell me.” Then Mahaprabhu said,

bhala kaila, vairagira dharma acharila

vairagi karibe sada nama-sankirtana
magiya khana kare jivana raksana
vairagi hana yeba kare parapeksa
karya-siddhi nahe, krsna karena upeksa

“Raghunath Das has done well,” Mahaprabhu said. ‘He has
acted suitably for a person in the renounced order. A renunciant
should always chant the Holy Name of the Lord. He should
beg some alms to eat and should sustain his life in this way.
A vairagi (a person in the renounced order) should not depend
on others. If he does so, he will be unsuccessful, and he will be
neglected by Krsna.””

(17 Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya-lild, 6.222-224)

Do you understand? If some renounced person is waiting
for others to give something to him, Krsna will always reject
him. “Vairagi hafia yeba kare parapeksa”: you are expecting from
others, “Oh, he will give me this,” and, “I will get that.” “Karya-



siddhi nahe, Krsna karena upeksa”: Krsna will reject you. These are
Mahaprabhu’s words.

vairagi hana kare jihvara lalasa

paramartha yaya, ara haya rasera vasa

“If a renunciant is eager for his tongue to taste different foods,
his spiritual life will be lost, and he will become controlled by the

tastes of his tongue.”
($r7 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Antya-lila, 6.225)

This is important to understand. If somebody always follows
their tongue (vairagi jihvara lalas kore), their spiritual matter
always goes down (paramartha yaya)—they become servants
of kama (lust), servants of anger, servants of greed; they forget
the Lord, forget their Guru, and become servants of their ego
instead.

vairagira krtya—sada nama-sankirtana
$aka-patra-phala-mile udara-bharana

jihvara lalase yei iti-uti dhaya

§isnodara-parayana krsna nahi paya

“The duty of a renunciant is to always engage in Nama
sankirtan. He should fill his bellies with vegetables, leaves,
fruits, and roots. Those who go here and there trying to satisfy
their tongue, follow their genitals and belly and cannot attain
Krsna.”

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya-lild, 6.226-227)

Your know the meaning of ‘Sisnodara-parayana’: if you follow
your tongue, you cannot control your sex life.

gramya-katha na sunibe, gramya-varta na kahibe

bhala na khaibe ara bhala na paribe

amani manada hafna krsna-nama sada la’be

vraje radha-krsna seva manase karibe



“Do not listen to the mundane talks, do not listen to the
mundane news. Do not eat fancy food, do not wear fancy clothes.
Do not expect honour to yourself, but offer all respect to others.
Always chant the Holy Name of Krsna, and in your mind serve
Radha-Krsna.”

(Sr1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Antya-lild, 6.236-237)

Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami wrote this...

visayira dravya lana kari nimantrana
prasanna na haya ihaya, jani prabhura mana

“(Raghunath said,) I take things from materialists and invite
others. I know that the Lord’s heart is not happy with this.””
(Sr1 Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya-lila, 6.274)

Do you see? You cannot use even your family’s money. If
your father or mother gives you some money and you use that
for your own purpose, it is also not good.

Sometimes Das Goswami Prabhu’s father sent him 400 rupees,
chari-3ata mudra (400 coins). Das Goswami did not actually take
that money—he invited Mahaprabhu and all the Vaisnavs for big
feasts—but still, Mahaprabhu did not like that, “Oh, he invites
everyone, and his pratistha (name and fame) is coming. All
the Vaisnavs are going there, taking some pranami, he is giving
them some prasadam, and through that his pratisthi is coming.”
Name and fame were coming, and Mahaprabhu did not like that.
Das Goswami understood it, and he rejected that money: he told
his father not to send him any money again. He became a beggar.

visayira anna haya ‘rajasa’ nimantrana
data, bhokta—dithara malina haya mana

“When one accepts an invitation from a person contaminated
by the material mode of passion, the person who offers the food
and the person who accepts it are both mentally contaminated.”
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Antya-lila, 6.279)



“The mind of those who are taking prasadam (bhokta) will be
disturbed, and the mind of those who are giving prasadam (data)
will be disturbed—both are getting disturbance through that.” It
is written very nicely.

Jay Srila Guru Maharaj ki jay!
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Be Fixed in Your Service

6 September 2010

bhakti-anukiila matra karyera svikara
bhakti-pratikiila bhava—varjanangikara
( 5am1ﬂdgati, 14, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

“You must accept what is in favour of devotion; you
must reject what is not in favour of devotion.” That is called
sincerity. Nistha (be fixed): “I will do what I am doing every
day.” Everybody does not have that service mood, seva pravrtti
(attitude to service). “I am only doing it today, the next day
I am not doing it”—this is not devotion, this is emotion. Do you
understand now the difference?

Once, a lady came with her grandson to Srila Sridhar
Maharaj. Param Guru Maharaj was giving Hari-katha, and
hearing his Hari-katha that grandson began to cry. The lady
said, “Oh, Maharaj, do you see? When you speak Hari-katha, my
grandson cries!” Param Guru Mahargj said, “It is not devotion,
it is emotion.”

If you give one drop of water for the service of the Lord, that
is sufficient. Sincerity, nistha, is necessary.

tad viddhi pranipatena, pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jianar, jianinas tattva-darsinah

“You will be able to attain knowledge by satisfying the divine
master with submission, relevant inquiry, and sincere service.
The enlightened souls who are learned in scriptural knowledge
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and endowed with direct realisation of the Supreme Absolute
Truth will impart divine knowledge to you.”
(Srimad Bhagavad-gita, 4.34)

I have told many times that for seven years, from 1992 when
I came to 1999 when I took sannyas, I did not sleep one night
outside Nabadwip—I did not sleep outside even one night!
I went to many places, Bamunpara and other places, but I never
slept there. I sleep here. Sometimes I would come at night, or at
midnight.

When Gurudev was in Nabadwip too, I would every day go
to see him at 2:30-3 o’clock in the morning. I was there at his
veranda every day without fail.

Once I was in the bathroom when Gurudev called me. My
mobile phone was there, and when I answered it, Gurudev said,
“Come immediately.” I ran as I was: in a gamchha, towel. When
I came to the veranda, Gurudev asked me,

“Why are you wearing a gamchha?!”

“I was in the toilet...”

“Ai, toilet!!! Shower, take shower first!”

“You told me to come immediately, so I have come.”

“You should have taken a shower, then come!”

“OK, I'will go shower, and then come.”

“No, no, stand there. I will only take five minutes, then you
can go.”

So, I stood there, and he said what he wanted to tell me.

When I came from some place, or from some foreign country,
I would first go to see Gurudev, then I would go to the room.
Even when I came from the crops field, there would be so much
mud on my legs, but I would first go to see Gurudev, then
I would go to my room, clean my feet, and so on, then go for
prasiadam, then back to my room, go to the toilet, then take bath.
First I would see Gurudev. Even if I saw he was taking rest,



I would pay dandavat and come back. If he was lying down, or
his body was sick, then I would pay dandavat and come out. That
is our duty, and we are doing it in this way. Even when I came
from Australia, Singapore, I did not go first to freshen up, I went
first to Gurudev—whatever pranami I got, I gave everything to
him, then I went to the room...
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Overeating and Prasadam

7 September 2010

Question: Sometimes we hear, “You will control your tongue by
taking prasadam,” and sometimes, "Atyahara, it is necessary to avoid
eating too much.” So, sometimes as soon as people hear about taking
prasadam they think they can eat as much as they like...

I can tell about my own example. At the time when I joined
the temple, I could easily eat twenty-three, twenty-five chapatis
(on my first day I ate twenty-five), but now I cannot eat more
than one or two chapatis, maybe one and a half only. So, this is
easily controlled by prasadam. At night time I take a chapati, and
to eat even one chapati is very hard now. How is it possible? It is
possible through prasadam.

prasada-seva karite haya,
sakala prapaficha-jaya

“By honouring the Lord's prasad I conquer all worldly illusions.”
(éamiﬂﬁgﬂti, 31.5, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

That is the thing. It is written simply by Srila Bhakti Vinod
Thakur.

If you take prasadam, everything will be controlled. I saw
that. When I first joined, I sometimes took the little money that
somebody gave me, went to buy something, and ate it here,
because I felt so disturbed, and also I did not taste very good
prasadam. At that time I thought, “Oh, I want to eat this, this,
this,” and I ate something, a samosa or something like this, but
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now I cannot tolerate outside things, I cannot eat without temple
prasadam.

Another way to look at it is prasid seva: you offer something,
and when that prasadam comes, you must first pay obeisance to
the prasadam, then take it.

prasada-seva karite haya,
sakala prapaficha-jaya

“By honouring the Lord’s prasad I conquer all worldly illusions.”
( éamnu’gﬂti, 31.5, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

It is easy.

As for atyahara, prajalpa, etc., why is it written? Atyahara
means too much eating, but when you take prasadam, there is no
question of that. Atyahara, prajalpa, etc. is written for the outside
people. When you take prasadam, all your greed and all kinds of
bad things will be reduced—for sure. Prasiad will be bhakti.

Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya used to never take prasadam—
did you know that? Once Mahaprabhu came to Sarvabhauma
Bhattacharya’s house with some prasadam. Mahaprabhu went to
the mangal arati, did everything, then He got some prasadam and
came to Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, who was still sleeping in
bed at that time. Mahaprabhu said,

“O Sarvabhauma, O Bhattacharya! Where are you, Panditji?
I'have come to you with some prasadam!”

“O Prabhu, l am sleeping... I have not brushed my teeth yet...”

“Not necessary! It is not necessary to brush your teeth to take
prasadam!”

Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya sat on his bed, Mahaprabhu gave
him prasadam, and he ate it... It is not necessary to brush your
teeth to take prasadam, nothing is necessary—just take prasadam
and eat it. Mahaprabhu said, “Today he got some devotion
through prasadam! Prasade bhakti haya.”



Otherwise Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya did not like prasadam.
He took something in his house, but he did not take prasadam
from the Jagannath temple, but from that day he started to. He
was Jagannath’s main servitor; he arranged everything, but he
did not take prasadam from the Jagannath temple, but when
Mahaprabhu gave it to him, he took it and said, “Yes! Very nice,
very nice! I have never tasted anything like that!” That day
Mahaprabhu said (it is written in Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta), “Oh,
aji haite Sarvabhaumer prasiade bhakti haya! Today he has got some
attachment to prasadam.”

If you think prasad is rice and dal, that is not proper honour
to prasadam. You must give proper honour to prasidam. When
prasad comes, you must take some prasadam in your hand and
touch it to your forehead—offer it to your Guru. Even when you
are not making an offering, before taking something you must
take what you are about to eat in your hand and remember your
Guru, then it will be prasadam. When Gurudev took prasadam, he
would always first touch his forehead, giving honour to his Guru
in this way. I saw he always did it, only later, when he was sick,
some disbalance came...

Do you understand what I am saying?

As for prajalpa, 1 told it: if you use your energy for talking
nonsense, then you will lose the energy to chant the Holy Name.
It is not necessary to talk so much, mithya bhasi (telling lies).
Always talk little. Talking is not necessary—without talking
about Krsna consciousness, that is gramya-katha. It is written in
Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Amrta Bhasya that when a husband and
a wife talk in their dampatya jivan (married life), they talk about
the family life, family matters, talk with their family, discuss
how to continue their life, and so on. This is called gramya-katha.
Mahaprabhu said to Das Goswami, “Gramya-katha na Sunibe,
gramya-varta na kahibe, do not talk like common people or hear



what they say.” Why are we not getting energy? We cannot get
a chance, we cannot get energy to chant the Holy Name because

we waste our energy on other things.
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Varnasrama and Practising Life

7 September 2010

Here in India Hindu people say they follow the Veda. When
you ask any Hindu, they say, “Oh, we are under this kind of
Veda,” but they do not follow the rules and regulations of
the Vedas. No Veda gives the direction, “Kill a jiva soul.” Vedas
do not tell this, but people say, “We follow the Veda.” There are
four Vedas: Rg Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda, Atharva Veda.

There are also four @érams. Itis said in Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta,

chari varnasrami yadi krsna nahi bhaje
svakarma karileo se raurave padi maje
(S11 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 22.26)

Mahaprabhu said, “Somebody may strictly follow
brahmacharya asram from the age of 1 to 25, then grhastha asram
from 25 to 50, vanaprastha asram from 50 to 75, and sannyas asram
from 75 to 100, but if they do not follow Krsna consciousness, they
still have no hope: they have to go to hell.” Raurav means hell.
“They are sinners (papi), and they will go to hell.” Mahaprabhu
says it very nicely.

Even when Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came to Katwa to
take sannyas, Kesav Bharati told Him many times, “How will
You take sannyas?”

Before that, when Kesav Bharati came to Jagannath Misra’s
house, he saw Nimai as a sannyasi, and Nimai also thought,
“I will take sannyas for preaching because people do not listen
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to Me. What have I come here for? I cannot rescue all of them
because they are not following Me. I am a grhastha, householder.
If I tell them something, they tell the opposite, ‘Oh, You take Your
wife’s food, You sleep on a good cushioned bed, and then You
give some good advice—who will listen to You?’” He thought,
“To rescue the whole universe, I must take sannyas.”

Mahaprabhu asked Kesav Bharati something, and Kesav
Bharati said, “What are You thinking about? Do You want to
take sannyas? Do not do that. Do not even think about it because
Your wife is here, and Your mother is also here. If, however, You
get the permission from Your mother and wife, then only take
sannyas.” He left. When Mahaprabhu came to Kesav Bharati
later, they spent the whole night speaking Krsna-katha. Kesav
Bharati spoke like this:

“You are only twenty-four years old, how will You take
sannyds? You have not even finished Your brahmacharya life!
Even when You become fifty, You still cannot control Your senses
(ritpa, rasa, gandha, $abda, sparéa—the senses of sight, taste, smell,
hearing, touch), then how will You take sannyas? Even at fifty
You still cannot take sannyas.

“Then You think, ‘I am sixty,” but when You are sixty, You
still suffer from the six faults of kama, krodha, lobha, moha, mada,
matsarya (lust, anger, greed, attachment, illusion, envy) and You
still do not know how to use kama, where to use anger, greed,
attachment, etc. You have an ego, but what is this ego for?”

Everybody has some ego, but what is that ego for? Your ego
must be, “I am the servant of the Lord. I am the servant of my
Guru.” There is kama, krodha, lobha, mada, moha, matsarya, but
Krsna said, “I am giving five places where you can use the other
five, but I cannot tolerate matsaryata, the jealous mood. I am not
giving any place for matsaryata (envy, jealousy).” Matsarya is
very bad.
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krsna-seva kamarpane, krodha bhakta-dvesi-jane,
lobha sadhu-sange hari-katha

moha ista-labha-bine, mada krsna-guna-gane,
niyukta kariba yatha tatha

“My lust will be for service to Krsna, my anger will be towards
those who are envious of the devotees, my greed will be to hear
Hari-katha in the association of devotees, the feeling of illusion
will be when I realise I do not attain my worshippable Lord, and
my madness will be to sing the glories of Krsna. In this way

T will engage these enemies in their proper places.”
(Sr1 Sri Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 22, Srila Narottam Dis Thakur)

anya abhilasa chhadi, jiana karma parihari
kaya-mane kariba bhajana

sadhu-sange krsna-seva, na pijiba devi-deva
ei bhakti parama karana

“The topmost process of devotional service is to worship the Lord
with body and mind, giving up desires for fruitive activities and
mental speculation. One should serve Lord Krsna in the asso-

ciation of devotees without worshipping any demigods.”
(Sr1 Sri Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 13, Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

He wrote it in this way. You should read these things, they are
very nice. You can read this one $loka and understand full Krsna
consciousness. Also,

anukilyena krsnanusilanam bhaktir uttama

“The highest devotion is that which satisfies Lord Krsna, free
from the coverings of any pursuits such as action, knowledge.”
(Sri Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhuh, 1.1.11)

Narottam Das Thakur wrote that “Anya abhilasa chhadi...”
§loka giving the full meaning of Srila Ripa Goswami Prabhu’s
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all Krsna consciousness: what your practising life is, and what
the abhidheya-tattva is. You can understand it all easily.

So, sixty years. Then Mahaprabhu jumped to ninety, “OK,
Prabhu, suppose l am ninety now.” Kesav Bharati replied, “When
You are ninety, You still cannot practise nava-vidha bhakti.”

adau $raddha tatah sadhu-sango ‘tha bhajana-kriya

tato ‘nartha-nivrttih syat tato nistha ruchis tatah
athasaktis tato bhavas tatah premabhyudanchati
sadhakanam ayam premnah pradurbhave bhavet kramah

“In the beginning there is faith, then good association, then
practising life. After that, the offences gradually go away, faith
becomes stronger, taste comes, then attachment, then there
arises affection and love. This is how love comes to those who
practise Kysna consciousness.”

(Sri Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhul, 1.4.15-16)

Nistha (sincerity, faith) and asakti (attachment) are necessary.
Gurudev told many times about it: everybody does some service,
but they have no attachment to their service, they do not take
the responsibility. Not even 10% or 5% of the devotees have
attachment to their service. It is necessary to do service with
attachment.

So, ninety. “When You reach ninety, You still cannot practise
nava-vidha bhakti,” he said.

If you practise, you chant and follow everything, then all
bad things, all illusory environment—>bhukti-mukti-siddhi-adi
varichi—will be removed from your heart through $ravanam,
kirtanam. Only through this. Those who do not do it, will go to
hell—Maya attacks them. Sravanam, kirtanam are the main things.
There are sixty-four bhaktyarnga (practices of devotion), and it is
difficult to practise them all, but there are five main practices:
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sadhu-sanga, nama-kirtana, bhagavata-sravana
mathura-vasa, §ri-miirtira Sraddhaya sevana

“One should associate with devotees, chant the Holy Name
of the Lord, hear Srimad Bhagavatam, reside at Mathura and
worship the Deity with firm faith.”

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 22.124)

If you get some little association through these five practices,
you will be rescued from this material environment. You know
the meaning of sadhu-sariga, sravan, kirtan, Bhagavat-sravan, it is
not necessary to explain it, and ‘Mathura-vasa’ means living in
the holy places where Krsna-katha is going on. That is called
Mathura, that is called Vrndavan—wherever there is Krsna-
katha going on, Krsna always appears there. We cannot see it,
however, with this kind of eyes because these eyes are always
polluted by Maya—we have illusory dust in our eyes.

aprakrta vastu nahe prakrta-gochara
veda-puranete ei kahe nirantara

“Spiritual matter can never be an object of material perception.

All Vedas and Puranas always tell about this.”
1(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyrta, Madhya-lila, 9.195)

We are blinded by the illusory dust, so how will you see that
transcendental abode? You need another kind of eyes.

bhukti-mukti adi-vaficha yadi mane haya

sadhana karileo prema utpanna na haya

“If in your heart you have a desire for enjoyment, liberation, or

something else, then even if you practise Kysna consciousness,

you will not get real love.”

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 19.175)

If you practise, do service, etc., but have another desire in
your heart, any time you can fall down. You will not be able to get
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entrance. “I will be the Guru, I will be the manager, I will take this
post, I will be the secretary, I will be this, I will be that”—if you
have this kind of mood, if your mind is polluted with this kind of
desire, and you are showing that you are doing so much service,
then you cannot succeed. Everything is inside desire, so do not
attach yourself with that—always keep yourself away from that.

Sraddhaya $ri-miirti sevana: Somebody does some piija, but
they do not do it with affection and faith. No $raddha. They
think, “Oh, I should stay there. I have got a good room and
I get prasadam, but if I do not do any service Maharaj will kick
me out, then I have to do something.” This is not $raddha. They
do piija but without sraddha, without full faith. “Oh, if I do not
do some service, Maharaj will be angry, maybe they will take
away the room, take away the room key, and will not give me
prasadam,” they say like this. Just to do some service is not faith,
$raddha. You must do service with sincerity.

Question: Is it natural to feel like an offender, to feel I am not able
to do these things, I am so fallen?

If somebody thinks, “Oh, I am doing so much,” that is bad for
them. But “Oh, I cannot do anything”—if this kind of feeling is
coming, then it is something. Prabhupad Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur also told it. One disciple said to him,

“Prabhupad, I cannot do bhajan.”

“Are you telling the truth?”

“Yes, Prabhupad, I am telling the truth. I cannot do bhajan,
I cannot practise properly.”

“Are you sure you are telling the truth?”

“Yes, Prabhupad.”

“Then something is happening.”

This is a good symptom. If somebody says, “Oh, I am doing
bhajan, I am practising so much, I am doing this and that,” it is
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not a good symptom; but it is a good symptom if somebody says,
“Oh, I cannot do anything, my bhajan is not coming.”

Question: You have told many times about ‘bhukti, mukti, siddhi
adi-vaficha, but 1 feel everything I am doing is for ‘bhukti, mukti
adi-varicha’...

No, actually it is not for everybody. We are not for ‘bhukti
mukti siddhi adi-vaficha’. “Ind-viddhi pranipatena, pariprasnena
sevaya: our viddhi is seva-viddhi, seva pravrtti (all we know is
service mood, service attachment). We have come for service: we
have got a human body, and this body must be used only for
the service to the Lord, service to the Guru. You must think like
this, do not to say such things.

Sometimes there is a lack of mercy or if we have some bad
association, then we may do something wrong. Mahaprabhu
said that sometimes one unknowingly does something wrong,
but Krsna, the Lord Himself, said, “I will rescue this kind of
sinner. Sometimes he does not know, he uses some bad language,
or sometimes his angry mood comes, but if he is My devotee, if
he does this for service, then whatever sinful work he does in
his practising life I am removing from him all reaction for that.”
Sometimes you can do something wrong, but the Lord will rescue
you so that you again can engage in the service of the Lord.
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Loving Search for the Lost Servant

10 October 2010

You took initiation in 1996, and Krsna has brought you
here again... It is loving search for the lost servant: “Kabe Ama’
Madhava asibe, kabe Ama’ karibe sevan? When will Madhav come
to Me? When will he come to serve Me?” Krsna is waiting for
our service.

Krsna's prapautra, great-grandson called Vajranabha, installed
and served the Deity of Gopal in Vrndavan Dham. When the
Muslim people were breaking all the temples, the pijari wrapped
the Deity and hid Him in the jungle. The Deity stayed there,
waiting for Madhavendra Puri to come. He had not waited for just
a year or two—He had waited for Madhavendra Puri for maybe
100-300 years, or more than that.

Then Madhavendra Puri came to Vrndavan. He was once
sitting on the bank of Govinda Kunda under a banyan tree,
thinking, “When will Krsna come? I wish I could see the Lord...”
He was alone, sitting and chanting on his beads, when suddenly
a beautiful looking boy came by with some milk for him,

“O sadhu! You have been fasting all day, please take this
milk.” Madhavendra Puri was very surprised,

“How do You know I have not eaten or drunk anything?
How do You know I am fasting?

“Oh, some ladies came to take water in the morning and in
the evening, and they said a sadhu had come and he was only
chanting, chanting, and had nothing to eat. So I have brought
some milk for you.”
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“But where are You staying?”

“I am a cowherd boy and look after the cows in this area.”
Then the boy said quickly, “All right, I will come later. Drink
the milk, and I will come for the empty pot later,” and left.

Madhavendra Puri drank the milk and was surprised, “I have
never tasted such milk before! It is nectar! I have drunk milk
many times, but I have never tried such milk before!” He was
sitting and waiting for that boy to come, but He did not come
back, and Madhavendra Puri decided to take rest. The boy came
to him in a dream and said, “You were asking Me who I was,
where I was from, where My house was. My Name is Gopal, and
Krsna's great-grandson Vajranabha established My Deity, but
now I am suffering so much—there is so much rain, the sun is
scorching Me... Please, take Me out of this place.”

Madhavendra Puri was surprised. He thought, “Krsna came
to me, gave me milk, but I could not recognise Him!” He was
very sad...

When the morning came, he told everybody, “Villagers!
Your village Deity is hiding here.” Everybody began clearing
the jungle and searching, searching, but nobody could find
the Deity, only Madhavendra Puri knew where the exact place
was. Finally, they took this Deity out. It was Gopal—it was that
Gopal who said, “I have been waiting for you to come and take
Me away;, to rescue Me from this situation!”

Param Guru Maharaj wrote a book called Loving Search for
the Lost Servant: Krsna is waiting for us, waiting to take our
service, but we cannot understand it because we are covered by
the illusory environment.

Bhramite bhramite yadi sidhu-vaidya paya*: we come and go,
come and go, but if suddenly we get good association, through
that good association the illusory environment will be removed.
Otherwise we cannot see anything;:



daivi hy esa gunamayi, mama maya duratyaya
mam eva ye prapadyante, mayam etam taranti te
(Srimad Bhagavad-gitd, 7.14)

“The illusory environment is very powerful, but those who
surrender to Me, can overcome it.” We pray to Maya Devi, “Please
remove the net of the illusory environment.” When the illusory
environment is removed, we will be able to see the nirmal
dham, chinmaya dham! We will be able to see the transcendental
vibration, the transcendental abode, otherwise we cannot—we
are blind!

We are blinded by the illusory dust and cannot see anything,
but through good association we can see everything. That is why
it is necessary to keep good association. Sravanam (listening),
kirtanam (practising) is necessary. So, you are very fortunate—
you have come here, to this Nabadwip Dham, which is aparadh
bhaiijan pat (place where all offences are forgiven)...
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*kama-krodhera dasa hafia tara lathi khaya
bhramite bhramite yadi sadhu-vaidya paya
tiara upadesa-mantre pidachi palaya

krsna-bhakti paya, tabe krsna-nikata yaya

“The conditioned soul becomes a servant of its masters, Lust and Anger,
and always gets beaten by these two, but as the soul keeps wandering
throughout the universe, it may by chance get connection with the
doctor: a devotee, whose instructions and mantras can chase this witch
(Maya) away. Those who come in touch with devotion to Krsna, come
closer to Krsna.”

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 22.14-15)
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A Lesson on Surrender:
Body, Mind, and Words

10 October 2010

The other day I spoke about surrender... To surrender is
a problem: you know that devotion comes from devotion.

Even Srila Sanatan Goswamf’s mind was a little disturbed:
he came to Puri and wanted to commit suicide. Even Sanatan
Goswami himself wanted to commit suicide! Do you know
about that? You must learn something from this.

When Mahaprabhu got to know that Sanatan Goswami
wanted to do that, He chastised him, “Have you gone mad?
What has come over you?

diksa-kale bhakta kare atma-samarpana
sei-kale krsna tare kare atma-sama

“At the time of initiation, when a devotee fully surrenders to the
Lord, Krsna accepts them as His very own.”
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya-lila, 4.192)

“You have come to Me and already surrendered to Me, that
means you have given everything to Me. How can you even
think now that you want to spoil your body?”

Sometimes we follow our mind, we think we will do this,
we will do that—our mind is always telling us something...
Sometimes Gurudev also said: “You have already packed your
luggage and, ready to leave, you come to me, ‘Oh, Gurudev,
I'want to go to this place. Can you give me permission?” but you
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have already decided everything and packed your things! If I say
no, then you will be angry, maybe you will not follow me, or
maybe you will leave without my permission. Then it is better if
I'say, ‘OK, you can go there.”

Another time, Gurudev did not want to let a devotee go to
some place, but that devotee again came with all his luggage
and asked, “Gurudev, can you give me permission? I want to
go to this place...” Gurudev saw that he had already packed
everything, he thought, “How is it possible?” and said, “OK, you
can go, but come back quickly.”

Actually, Sanatan Goswami said to Mahaprabhu, “Prabhu,
my body is useless. This skin disease came, and so many things
have happened to my body. This body cannot be used for
the service to the Lord, the Vaisnavs, then what is this body for?
It is useless! That is why I want to commit suicide.”

Mahaprabhu did not accept it, “Do you have no shame? Are
you not ashamed?! You have already given this body to Me, then
how can you want to spoil My property? This is My property!
This is not your property. What are you thinking about?”

Sometimes we think, “I will go this way, I will go that way,
I will do this, that,” but we must not ask Gurudev for anything
(“Gurudev, I want to do this, I want to do that”). What Gurudev
tells you to do, you must follow that. That is what is necessary.

Mahaprabhu said, “This body is not your body. It is My
property, and I will use it as I want, and you are going to spoil
My property—what is this?!”

It is like you give some money to me, “Gurudev, I am giving
you some pranami,” and I tell you, “OK, keep it. When I need
it later, I will take it from you.” You keep it, but it is not your
property.

Mahaprabhu explained, “I have some purpose for this
property—some Vaisnav sevd, preaching, writing scriptures, and
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so on—I will use it for all this. You cannot spoil this body.”

Mahaprabhu even told Haridas Thakur, “Be careful and
look after that boy—he cannot take care of himself, he can do
something wrong...” In this way, Krsna, the Lord, is using our
body, ourselves, even when we are doing so many wrong things.

We can do something sinful without knowing it, but Krsna
said, “The fault will be removed through service.” Sometimes
we are doing some service and do something wrong, make
some mistake, but Krsna said, “He is My devotee, so if he does
something wrong, I will remove his fault, it is not necessary to
make prayadchitta, atonement.”

This is what Mahaprabhu said. It is loving search for the lost
servant: we are searching for the Lord, and Krsna is also searching
for us, to take us to our own place...
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Bhukti, Mukti, Bhakti

Reading from Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta,
Adi-lila, chapters 8 and 10
6 November 2010

krsna yadi chhute bhakte bhukti mukti diya
kabhu bhakti na dena rakhena lukaiya

“If a devotee wants liberation or material enjoyment, Krsna
immediately bestows it, but He keeps pure devotion hidden.”
(S+1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-Iild, 8.18)

rajan patir gurur alam bhavatam yadanam
daivam priyah kula-patih kva cha kinkaro vah
astv evam anga bhagavan bhajatarh mukundo
muktim dadati karhichit sma na bhakti-yogam

“Narad said, ‘Dear Yudhisthir, Krsna is your and your family’s
eternal master, Guri, God, dear friend, guardian, and sometimes
He also becomes your servant. It is known that He easily gives
mukti to the devotees engaged in devotional activities, however
He gives bhakti-yoga to those who are engaged in devotional
activities with strongest faith.””

(S#1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-Iild, 8.19)

“If you are asking for some kind of mukti (liberation) or
bhukti (material enjoyment), Krsna will never give you devotion
to Himself—He will always hide it from you.” So nicely it is

written.

hena prema $ri chaitanya dila yatha tatha
jagai madhai paryanta—anyera ka katha
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“Sri Chaitanya gave this love of Krsna everywhere and

anywhere. What to speak of others, He gave it even to Jagai and

Madhai.”

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.20)

If somebody is simple-hearted and does not know anything
about bhukti, mukti, and they have some faith, sraddha, they can
get devotion easily.

Question: What does ‘mukti mean?

Mukti means liberation, desire to be liberated. Srila Ripa
Goswami gave the following example in his Vidagdha Madhava.
Some straw floats in the Ganges or in a big ocean, some water
evaporates from it at night, and that drop of evaporated water
thinks, “Oh, I am very small, but this ocean is so great! I also
want to be big like this ocean.” It then grows heavier and falls
into the water, where it is not able to find itself any more. Mukti
is like this—we get merged and cannot find ourselves any more;
we will not get any taste. That is mukti. Devotees put their foot
on top of Mukti Devi and climb higher up in their devotional
activities—they never ask anything from mukti.

svatantra-iSvara prema-nigtidha-bhandara

bilaila yare tare, na kaila vichara

($r7 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 8.21)

“Even though Bhagavan, the Lord Himself, never exposes
Krsna-prema, still He distributes it everywhere as Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu.”

‘nityananda’ balite haya krsna-premodaya

aulaya sakala anga, asru-ganga vaya

“Chanting of Nityananda Prabhu's name awakens Krsna-

prema: all limbs become dishevelled, and Ganges-like streams of

tears begin to flow.”
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.23)
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When you chant “Nitai Gaur Haribol”, “Nitai Gaur Haribol,”
no offence comes, but when you take Krsna Nam with offences, no
vikar (transformation), no result comes through that. That is why
good association is necessary to be able to remove the offences.

‘eka’ krsna-name kare sarva-papa nasa

premera karana bhakti karena prakasa

“One Name of Krsna can destroy all sins. The Name reveals

devotion and is the source of divine love, prema.”

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-l1la, 8.26)

The offences will be removed by chanting the Holy Name
only once.

premera udaye haya premera vikara
sveda-kampa-pulakadi gadgadasrudhara

anayase bhava-ksaya, krsnera sevana
eka krsna-namera phale pai eta dhana

“When divine love awakens, there arise transformations of
divine love: perspiration, trembling, throbbing of the heart,
faltering, and tears. Without any effort the material existence
then stops and one gets service to Krsna—such is the wealth
attained as a result of chanting Krsna's Name.”

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 8.27-28)

hena krsna-nama yadi laya bahu-bara
tabu yadi prema nahe, nahe asrudhara
tabe jani, aparadha tahate prachura
krsna-nama-bija tahe na kare ankura

“If you chant this Name of Krsna so many times but still there
is no love, there are no tears streaming from your eyes, then as
I understand there are too many offences and the seed of Krsna’s
Name does not sprout.”

(S#1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-Iila, 8.29-30)
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“We chant this Krsna Nam again and again, and no result
comes: because of our offences the seed of the Holy Name does
not sprout.”

chaitanya-nityanande nahi e-saba vichara
nama laite prema dena, vahe asrudhara

“Chaitanya and Nityananda, however, do not have any such
considerations—anyone who takes Their Name attains love and

tears begin to stream from their eyes.”
($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 8.31)

svatantra i§vara prabhu atyanta udara
tare na bhajile kabhu na haya nistara

“Mahaprabhu, the independent and supreme Lord, is extremely
magnanimous. You will never become liberated if you do not

worship Him.”
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.32)

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akifichana
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah
harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna
manorathenasati dhavato bahih

“All good qualities and all demigods manifest within the one
who has exclusive devotion to Krsna. If one, however, has no
devotion to the Lord, inauspicious, mundane thoughts always
run through their mind. It is impossible for them to ever have
any good qualities.”

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.58)

It means, “When somebody does not practise devotional
activities, their mind always goes to the bad things, and it
becomes impossible for them to get the good qualities—those
qualities will not come.”



Question: What can we do about this?

Practise bhaktyarnga, practise what is favourable to devotion
and reject what is unfavourable to devotion. There are sixty-four
bhaktyarigas, they are written here in Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, it
is necessary to practise them properly, then everything will be
all right.

Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami says, “I am not writing this
book. Madan Mohan is writing it.”

ei grantha lekhaya more ‘madana-mohana’

amara likhana yena $ukera pathana

“Madan Mohan writes this book through me; I only repeat after

Him like a parrot and write it down.”

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.78)

sei likhi, madana-gopala more ye likhaya

kasthera puttali yena kuhake nachaya

“I write what Madan Gopal makes me write. I am like a wooden

doll that is made to dance by some magic.”

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.79)

kuladhidevata mora—madana-mohana

yara sevaka—raghunatha, riipa, sanatana

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 8.80)

“My worshippable istadevata is Madan Mohan, and I always
pray to His servitors, Raghunath, Ripa, and Sanatan. I am
not going directly to Madan Mohan, but I am praying to Him
through His servitors.” Also, Krsna Das Goswami worships
the lotus feet of Vrndavan Das:

vrndavana-dasera pada-padma kari’ dhyana

tara ajiia laia likhi yahate kalyana

“I meditated on the lotus feet of Vrndavan Das and received

an order from him to write this auspicious work.”
($r7 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.81)
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That is a Vaisnav’s quality. Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami
says, “I am praying to Vrndavan Das Thakur, and I am always
remembering his lotus feet.”

chaitanya-lilate ‘vyasa’—vrndavana-dasa

tara krpa vina anye na haya prakasa

“Vindavan Das is the Vyasa of Chaitanya lila, without his

mercy no one can produce anything.”

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Adi-lila, 8.82)

“Without his mercy we cannot write anything, we cannot do
anything.”

mirkha, nicha, kstidra muni visaya-lalasa

vaisnavajna-bale kari eteka sahasa

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 8.83)

“lI am a great sinner, foolish, and so small. I am always
attracted to material things, but I am going to write a book!
I am only doing it remembering my Guru and the Vaisnavs,
and following their order. I am not doing it myself. I am doing
so many big things, but it is only possible by the mercy of
the Vaisnavs.”

It is written here about Srila Raghunath Das Goswami also:

mahaprabhura priya bhrtya—raghunatha-dasa

sarva tyaji’ kaila prabhura pada-tale vasa

“Mahaprabhu has a dear servitor whose name is Raghunath
Das. Raghunath left everything and made the lotus feet of

the Lord his residence.”
($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.91)

prabhu samarpila tare svariipera hate
prabhura gupta-seva kaila svariipera sathe
“Mahaprabhu put him in the hands of Svariip. Together with

Svariip he then rendered confidential service to Mahaprabhu.”
($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.92)



sodasa vatsara kaila antaranga-sevana
svartipera antardhane aila vrndavana
(S+1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-Iila, 10.93)

“He had served Mahaprabhu for sixteen years, did antarariga
sevd (personal service), and when Svartip Damodar left, he came
to Vrndavan.”

vrndavane dui bhaira charana dekhiya
govardhane tyajiba deha bhrgupata kariya

1

Twill see the feet of the two brothers, Srila Riipa Goswami and
Srila Sanatan Goswam, and then give up my body by jumping
from Govardhan.””

(S+1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-Iila, 10.94)

ei ta’ niSchaya kari’ aila vrndavane
asi’ riipa-sanatanera vandila charane
“Determined to do so, he came to Vrndavan. Upon his arrival

he first of all went to pay his obeisance to Riipa and Sanatan.”
(1 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.95)

tabe dui bhai tare marite na dila
nija trtiya bhai kari” nikate rakhila
“The brothers did not let him commit suicide: taking Raghunath

as their own third brother, they kept him by their side.”
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.96)

mahaprabhura lila yata bahira-antara

dui bhai tara mukhe $une nirantara

“Every day the two brothers heard about all Pastimes of
Mahaprabhu, both external and internal, from his mouth.”

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.97)

anna-jala tyaga kaila anya-kathana

pala dui-tina matha karena bhaksana

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.98)
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“He rejected rice, water, everything, and took only some
matha, buttermilk.”

sahasra dandavat kare, laya laksa nama

dui sahasra vaisnavere nitya paranama

(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 10.99)

“He paid obeisance a hundred times, chanted a hundred
thousand Names, and every day paid obeisance to two thousand
Vaisnavs!”

ratri-dine radha-krsnera manasa sevana

prahareka mahaprabhura charitra-kathana

“Day and night he served Radha and Krsna within his mind,

and for three hours a day he spoke about the Pastimes of

Mahaprabhu.”
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.100)

tina sandhya radha-kunde apatita snana

vraja-vasi vaisnavere alingana dana

(11 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 10.101)

We are afraid to bathe in Radha Kunda even once, but it says
here, “Raghunath Das Goswami bathed in Radha Kunda three
times a day and always embraced the Vraja basis.”

sardha sapta-prahara kare bhaktira sadhane

chari danda nidra, seha nahe kona-dine

“Every day he spent more than twenty-two and a half hours on
devotional service, sometimes spending one and a half hours on
resting, sometimes no time at all.”

tahara sadhana-riti $unite chamatkara

sei ripa-raghunatha prabhu ye amara

“It is amazing to hear how he lived and served. These Riipa and
Raghunath are my masters.”

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lild, 10.102-103)
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Srila Gaura Kisor Das Babaji Maharaj

17 November 2010

Today is Utthana Ekadasi: Srila Gaura Kisor Das Babaji
Maharaj’s disappearance day.

Babaji Maharaj came to Nabadwip from Vrndavan. He got
inspiration from Radha Krsna, “Why are you staying here at
Radha Kunda? You must come to Nabadwip. My [ila is not in
Vrndavan, now My [ila is going on in Nabadwip, so you must
come here.” Even though he was old at that time, he came.

Everybody saw him as pagal, crazy—he could not see
anything, did not wear good clothes, he did not care for anything.
Some boys threw stones at him, and he would say, “Gopal, what
are You doing? I will complain to Your Mom, Yasoda, and Your
Dad, Nanda Maharaj!” He would say like this, but people threw
stones and spat at him... It was too much.

One time he went from Chapahati to Godrumdwip, Svananda
Sukhada Kufja, Bhakti Vinod Thakur’s place. He was blind and
could not walk, and it was amavasya, a dark moon day—it was
pitch dark outside. (There was no electricity in Nabadwip at that
time. You can see at Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur’s place, his things
are still kept there—his kerosene lamp, kerosene powered fan,
etc.) So, Gaura Kisor Das Babaji Maharaj came there and called
out to Bhakti Vinod Thakur. Bhakti Vinod Thakur came out and
was surprised, “Maharaj, you came on such a dark night! How
did you come here?!”

“Oh, somebody helped me.”

“Who? Nobody is here, you are alone!”



“Oh, am I? No, somebody took my hand and brought me
here. He was here just now...”

Babaji Maharaj took some dead body’s cloth at a burning ghat,
washed it, made knots and chanted on that. He would get some
rice, but he did not cook it: he soaked it in some water and ate it
three-four days later, when it got softer. That was his only food...

Once he was sitting inside a big palm tree’s hollow on the
bank of the Ganges, chanting, and when some naughty people
walked past, they heard that he was talking with somebody: it
was a lady’s voice. They thought that some lady came to him
at night, and they decided to watch the place in the day time
to see who the lady was when she would come. They had kept
guard there for two days but did not see anybody, although they
could still hear Babaji Maharaj talking with a lady. In the end,
they broke in and saw nobody was there. As they went away
they could again hear the lady’s voice, but they did not know
who was talking and what they were talking about. Then you
understand: Srimati Radhika came there, Gaura Kigor Das Babaji
Maharaj was Her svaparsad, close associate.

When Gaura Kisor Das Babaji expired—today is the day
when it happened—there was a big story on that day. All smarta
babajis, goswamis of Nabadwip wanted to take the body of Babaji
Maharaj, and they started fighting. When Prabhupad Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur heard what had happened, he came
there with Kufja Babu, his disciple. He saw that many people
were fighting over the body and the police were already there,
but they could not decide who should take the body. Everybody
claimed it was their Guru. Prabhupad said,

“They are saying they are disciples of Babaji Maharaj, but
actually none of them is his disciple! When he was alive, no one
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cared, and now everybody is saying, ‘He is my Guru.” They are
all liars! They are dressed as sadhus, but none of them are sadhus.
I am a naistik brahmachari (a life-long strict brahmachari), no one
can tell a lie in front of me. There are many babdjis, but they are all
doing stri-saniga (have ladies’ association). Let those who have not
associated with a girl for the past six months raise their hands.”

Some of them left.

“Let those who have not associated with a lady for the past
three months raise their hands.”

Some left.

“One month.”

More left.

“Who has not done stri-sariga for the last three days?” (There
are eight types of stri-sariga, it can be also thinking of a woman, etc.)

Then all of them went away. A policeman who was there
asked Prabhupad, “How would you know it if they had said
they had not done any stri-sarnga?”

“I said I was a naistik brahmachari—none can tell a lie in front
of me.”

Prabhupad took the body of Babaji Maharaj and made his
samadhi. ..

Bhakti Vinod Thakur sent Prabhupad (his previous name was
Bimala Prasad) to take initiation from Babaji Maharaj. At that
time he did not know so much—he knew his father was a big
personality, a district magistrate. When he came to see Babaji
Maharaj, Babaji Maharaj said to him, “Get out! I want you to
get out!” Prabhupad was surprised, “A boy comes for initiation
and Gurudev says, ‘Get out!” What is this?” He came back to his
father and said that Babaji Maharaj had told him to get out.

Bhakti Vinod Thakur told him to go there again, and when
he came again, this time Babaji Maharaj said to him, “You have



come again, but your father is a very big personality, a great
Vaisnav. Why do you not take initiation from your father?”

“My father has sent me to you.”

“No, go to your father.”

He went back to Bhakti Vinod Thakur, “Father, I have come
back.”

“Why? Have you not taken initiation?”

“No, he told me to take initiation from my father.”

“No, no, go again tomorrow.”

He again went to Babaji Maharaj the next day. Babaji Maharaj
asked, “Why have you come?”

The next day again, “Why have you come? I must ask Gora
Hari.” (He always said, “Gora Hari.”) Then another day he said,
“Yes, I asked, but I did not get an answer.”

The next day Prabhupad came again, very humbly. Babajt
Maharaj was testing his devotee: How tolerant is he? How much
surrender does he have? He tested him in this way, and then
finally gave initiation to Prabhupad Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Thakur.

So, today is the disappearance day of this Babaji Maharaj.

ye anila prema-dhana karuna prachura
hena prabhu kotha gela acharya thakura
“Where has Advaita Acharya, the Lord who mercifully brought

the wealth of divine love to this world, gone?”
(‘Viraha-giti, 1, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

Itis a very auspicious day. Mahaprabhu asked Ramananda Ray;,

‘duhkha-madhye kon duhkha haya gurutara?”’
‘krsna-bhakta-viraha vina duhkha nahi dekhi para’
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 8.247)

“What is our saddest day? What is a sorrowful day?”—"It is
bhakta-viraha, separation from a devotee.”
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Your mother dies, your father dies... but who is a brahmachari’s
mother? A brahmachari’s father and mother is Lord Krsna. “Krsna
matd, Krsna pitd”—we are saying this, but at the same time we
hear such things as, “Oh, that brahmachari’s father died, his mother
died.” What news is that? Does a brahmachari have a father,
a mother? A brahmachari’s only father and mother is Krsna. “Krsna
mata, Krsna pita, Krsna dhana prana”: Krsna is your parent, Krsna
is your father, Krsna is your mother. Your other “mother/father”
are false. (These are not my words—it is said so in the scriptures.)

Gurudev often told me, “Always be careful.”

In front of Gurudev’s veranda there is Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s
well and pump, and one time Gurudev saw me walking
there and almost slipping. Gurudev said, “Be careful! You are
a brahmachari, and the brahmachari life is very slippery! Any time
you can fall down.” Gurudev always gave examples.

Another example Gurudev gave was about iron and magnet.
If you are always together with a girl, always talking, talking,
talking, it is like iron and magnet—attraction is inevitable. Also,
if there is a fire and some dry straw, the fire will be attracted to
the straw—the fire is here and the straw is there, they are far
from each other, but before you know it you will see the fire has
already gone there. Do you understand? Be careful.

mayare kariya jaya chhadana na yaya,
sadhu-guru-krpa vina na dekhi upaya

“It is not possible to conquer maya by illusory environment (by
engaging in maya), but it is only possible to get relief by the
mercy of Guru, Vaisnav.”
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Strong Foundation

22 November 2010

Through practising, we must make our foundation very
strong. I saw what happens if the devotional foundation is not
strong. Many disciples of even Srila Sridhar Dev-Goswami
Maharaj, Param Guru Maharaj, who had no faith in Gurudey,
have gone another way. They did not practise the proper way,
and after they had served for a few months, or a few years, they
went another way.

Sri Chaitanya-charitamyrta and the scriptures tell us clearly
what happens if the foundation is not strong, and almost every
day I am telling the story about the sadhu and a scorpion.
A sadhu always rescues us, the fallen jiva souls—we always go to
the illusory environment, but the sadhu takes care of us:

durdaive sevaka yadi yaya anya-sthane
sei thakura dhanya tare chule dhari’ ane

“If a servant falls down and goes astray, glorious is the master
who grabs him by his hair and brings him back.”
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Antya-lila, 4.47)

‘Durdaive sevak’ is ‘an unfortunate servitor. An unfortunate
servitor always goes another way, but Gurudev, Vaisnavs take
him and engage him in service. That is our only hope, but
we must accept their help—if we willingly go another way;, it
becomes very difficult. That is why if we follow our mind, it
becomes a big problem.



Actually, we do not know what is good for us. We think we
will get benefit in a certain way, and we go that way, but then
some problem comes...

Once, Prakasananda Saraswati invited everybody, including
Mahaprabhu, to join his assembly. Mahaprabhu came and sat
down in a dirty place, whereas all the sannyasi were sitting in
a higher place. Prakasananda Saraswati saw Him and said,

“You look like a good sannyasi, but why are You sitting in this
dirty place? Please join us.”

“I am a sampradaic sannyasi, but I have no qualification to sit
with you.” As Mahaprabhu was saying this, He showed some of
His aisvarya, opulence.

“You look like Narayan, but You are sitting here. Come with
us, let us sit together.”

Mahaprabhu came there and all the sannyasis gave Him
respect and a seat. Prakasananda Saraswati asked Him,

“You took sannyas from Ke$av Bharati, that means You belong
to our sampradaya. A sannyast’s religion is to practise meditation,
dhyan, and to read Veda, Vedanta, but why are You, like a baul
(madman), chanting and dancing?”

“Because My Guru told Me, “You cannot read Veda, Vedanta.
You are ignorant and foolish, so You have no qualification to read
it. Better if You just chant.” So, I am chanting on the order of My
Guru.”

When Gurudev gives us an order, we must follow it.
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Disentangled

6 December 2010

alpa-bhagye seva nahi haya

koti janma thakle bhagya

visaya sei haye vairagya

“It takes more than just a little fortune to get service. Only

after ten million births of good fortune, can one renounce this

material world.”

Vrndavan Das Thakur writes this in his Chaitanya-mangal
(later renamed as Chaitanya-bhagavata). Only after you have got
ten million lives of fortune, can you come to the line of Krsna
consciousness—it is not easy.

It is not easy, but we have got this chance, and we must use
the opportunity to serve, because even though we have got
the chance, the illusory environment is always ready to remove
us from this line. Illusory environment is very strong, so if we do
not practise properly, if we do not serve properly, at any time we
can lose our mind and leave this line. Be careful.

mayare kariya jaya chhadana na yaya,

sadhu-guru-krpa vina na dekhi upaya

“It is not possible to conquer maya by illusory environment

(by engaging in maya), but it is only possible to get relief by

the mercy of Guru, Vaisnav.”

Be careful, always be careful.

dina yaya michha kaje nisa nidra-base

nahi bhavi marana nikate achhe base
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“My days are passed in useless work and nights are wasted on
sleeping. It never occurs to me that there is death sitting next
to me.”

(Kalyan-kalpataru, 4.4, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Itis a very nice song, and another song is also ‘Bhuliya tomare,
saritsare asiyd’ (Sarandgati, 2). If you can recite and think about
the meaning of this song, you will see how nice it is:

bhuliya tomare, samsare asiya

peye nana-vidha vyatha

tomara charane, asiyachhi ami,

baliba duhkhera katha

“Ihave forgotten You, Prabhu! Now I have come to Your lotus
feet, I surrender to You and will tell You what my sadness is.”

janani-jathare, chhilama yakhana,
visama bandhana-pase

“When I was in the mother’s womb, I got very much
austerity.”

eka-bara prabhu, dekha diya more
vafichile e dina dase

“One time You showed me Your form—I saw You in my
mother’s womb, but now I cannot see You.”

takhana bhavinu, janama paiya,
kariba bhajana tava,

“At that time I thought and promised You that I would
worship You, I would chant Your Name.”

janama ha-ila, padi’ maya-jale,
na ha-ila jiana-lava

“Then I was born, and maya, the illusory environment,
attacked me. I have become surrounded by the net of illusory



environment and now I cannot come out—maya has bound me
in her net.”

adarera chhele, svajanera kole,
hasiya katanu kala,
“When I was a small boy, I sat on the lap of my relatives and

everybody—my uncle, father, mother, and others—gave me so
much affection.”

janaka-janani- snehete bhuliya,
samsara lagila bhala

“They gave me much affection, and I felt so nice that I could
not come out.”

When your wife or your husband give you much affection,
you cannot come to this line, but when they kick you, then you
can come. Is it correct or not? If they kick you, give you austerity,
then you suffer so much and think, “Oh, it is not good, I have got
to come out.” When they give you much love and affection, you
cannot come to this line in that life...
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Ego: a Play of Kali

8 December 2010

We sing in the morning,

bhakti-anukiila matra karyera svikara
bhakti-pratikiila bhava—varjanangikara
( éarandgati, 1.4, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

We must accept what is in favour of devotion and reject what
is not in favour of devotion.

‘sraddha’-$abde—visvasa kahe sudrdha niSchaya
krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma krta haya

“Sraddha is a firm, determined faith that by service to Krsna all
actions are accomplished.”
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya-lila, 22.62)

It depends upon faith, strongest faith, and practice. Scriptures
give us so much advice, and we must follow it: Sravanam,
kirtanam, smaranam, vandanam, dasyam, sakhyam, atma-nivedanam
(hearing, chanting, remembering, offering obeisance, rendering
service as a servitor, as a friend, and self-submission). Atma-
nivedanam: we must be surrendered souls:

sad-anga Saranagati ha-ibe yahara
tahara prarthana sune éri-nanda-kumara
“Sri Krsna hears the prayers of those who surrender in this

six-fold way.”
( 5amiﬂdgati, 1.5, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)
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There are six types of saranagati:

dainya, atma-nivedana, goptrtve varana

avasya raksibe krsna visvasa palana

bhakti-anukiila matra karyera svikara
bhakti-pratikiila bhava—varjanangikara

“Humility, self-submission, embracing the Lord’s guardianship,
maintaining the faith that ‘Krsna will certainly protect me’,
engaging only in activities that are favourable to devotion,

rejecting everything unfavourable to devotion.”
(. S;arundgati, 1.3-4, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

This is necessary, otherwise we cannot proceed in our
spiritual life—we cannot develop, cannot improve our spiritual
life. Also great fortune is necessary.

Param Guru Maharaj, Srila Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj,
made this centre, Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, and Gurudev is
also protecting this temple and Rupanuga sampradaya, but it is
very difficult to find a pure devotee now. It is very difficult, and
it is also very sad.

Gurudev said once, “If you want pure devotion, you must
associate with a pure devotee.” Sometimes he also asked, “Who
will you associate with?” You can learn something from a great
devotee, but if you mix with those who do not know the proper
conception, you will be polluted by them. This is a very difficult
matter.

Once Yudhisthir was asked, “Where does the Lord, Bhagavan,
stay? What does Bhagavan eat?” Yudhisthir replied, “Bhagavan
eats people’s ego, ahankar.” That is the problem, that is our
greatest difficulty. Atma-samman (feeling of self-importance) and
abhiman (the world of “me” and “mine”) means ego, and it is
very bad.

Even a young boy can have atma-samman. I heard yesterday
that a thirteen- or fourteen-year-old girl hung herself. Why did
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she do that? It is abhiman. Her bosom friend had lost her mobile
phone at school, and it was found in that girl’s bag. Her friend
charged her, “You are my bosom friend and you have stolen my
mobile phone?!” The girl was shocked, she did not know who
had put the phone into her bag, and she could not tolerate that
her bosom friend had called her a thief. She left school and at
midnight she committed suicide—hung herself from a tree...

A fourteen-year-old girl is creating abhiman. Do you see? You
can understand that it is so easy to create it—not only a thirty-
year-old person can have an ego, even a fourteen-year-old can
have it.

It is the time of Kali-yuga and atma-samman, so we cannot
tolerate anything. Somebody says something to me, somebody
calls me something, and I cannot tolerate that—it is a play of
Kali. Kalau dosa-nidhi, Kali kalaha yug: Kali is the age of quarrel,
it is like an ocean of faults, and it is spreading very quickly.
I know about these kinds of things better than you... That is
very difficult. “Ahankare matta haifia, Nitai-pada pasariya, asatyere
satya kari mani: maddened with pride, forgetting Nitai’s feet,
I accept untruth as truth.” Despite all that, Krsna will arrange
everything: everything depends upon Krsna, so He will
harmonise everything. As Gurudev always said, “Wait and see.”

Question: We hear about abhiman all the time, but still we cannot
overcome it. Sometimes people get some qualification, but instead of
abhiman going down, it goes up... How to proceed and get rid of it?

Only by the mercy from Vaisnavs, mercy from Gurudev. No
other way. Ego is very bad, and it can come even through service.
Somebody may be a temple manager, and they do not want
to clean toilets, “I am the temple president, why should I clean
the bathroom?” On the other hand, I saw Siddhanti Maharaj:
when Gurudev went to a foreign country, Siddhanti Maharaj
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always sat by Gurudev’s side, he always helped Gurudev, but he
had no ego—he would come to Nabadwip and clean the toilets.
I saw it. [ saw Asram Maharaj also: even though he is the head
of a temple, he goes to gosild and serves there. You must learn
something from them.

When I was a brahmachari, it was 1994 or 1995, I went to
Hapaniya to supervise the land cultivation, and there was a man
ploughing our field. I said to him, “You do not know how to
do it, let me do it.” Another brahmachari became angry with me,
“You are a brahmachari, you came here to supervise the temple,
and now you are ploughing the field. What will people say?”
I told him, “What? It is my work! What is anybody going to
say if I cultivate the land? What of that? What is the difference,
a brahmachari or a sannyasi?”

I also saw Gurudev’s example. When I joined I saw Gurudev
was managing everything himself—he looked after the gosala,
ordered bricks, ordered cement, and so on. He did everything
himself.

I remember once a man asked Gurudev for sannyas. Gurudev
told him it was not necessary to wear a sannyast dress. It is not

7

necessary to show, “Oh, I am a sannyasi,” and think it is an
opportunity to use somebody to serve me. In Srila Prabhupad’s
time also many sannyasis served Kufja Babu, who was a grhastha.
Many babajis and sannyasis served Bhakti Vinod Thakur— from
far away they would pay full obeisance to him, “Oh, such a big
man is coming!” Many sannyasis also paid their obeisance to
Pundarik Vidyanidhi—even Mahaprabhu paid obeisance to

Pundarik Vidyanidhi!...
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The Power of Surrender

14 December 2010

“Bhaktera adhin Bhagavan”: the Supreme Lord is controlled by
His devotees.

bhaktera hrdaye sada govinda-visrama
govinda kahena—mama vaisnava parana
“Govinda always resides in the hearts of His devotees. Govinda

says, ‘Vaisnavs are My life and soul.”
(‘Ei-bara karuna kara’, 5, by Srila Narottam Dis Thakur)

Krsna Himself said, “Devotees have Me tied within their
hearts.”

When Mahaprabhu wanted to go to Vrndavan, He asked
devotees for permission. Even when He was going to take
sannyas, He first asked Sachi Mata and Visnupriya for permission.
He told them that He wanted to take sannyds, although Sachi
Mata had already understood that Nimai would not stay there.
She blamed Advaita Acharya for that, “You are taking away my
only son! One son has already left, and that was also because
of you, and now Nimai is also going to leave. It is your fault!
Your name was Advaita, but for me you are now Dvaita. You
do not care who will look after me and Visnupriya. You have
preached to Nimai, and now He wants to leave this house. How
am I going to stay here?”

When Gurudev joined the mission in 1947, his mother also
asked Srila Sridhar Maharaj, “Who will take care of me?” If
Krsna protects you, no one can destroy you. Krsna says, “If you
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care for Me, I will care for you.” You think that your children and
other people will look after you, but no, it is not so.
We were just singing this song today:

dainya, atma-nivedana, goptrtve varana
avasya raksibe krsna vi$vasa palana

“Humility, self-submission, embracing the Lord’s guardianship,
maintaining the faith that ‘Krsna will certainly protect me.””
(Saranagati, 1.3, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Full faith is necessary. Even Draupadi could not understand
it. She asked Krsna, “Why did You not protect me when they
were beating me?”

Duhsasan came to Draupadi’s house and said, “The kingdom
now belongs to us, and so do you. You have to go with us.” Kunti,
her mother-in-law, was also there, and she tried to stop him, “She
is just a housewife, why does she have to go?” but they forcefully
took her by hair and threw her on the floor at the raj-sabha (royal
assembly). Duryodhan was sitting in the place of the king, and
the Pandavas were sitting with their heads down because they
had been defeated in the pasa khela (dice game)—their uncle
Sakuni made the arrangement for them to lose the game.

When Duhéasan came to take Draupadi, she thought of
her husbands, “I am alone, and they are beating and taking
me away! Where are you, Yudhisthir, where are you, Bhim and
Arjun?” When Duhsasan brought her into the hall, she saw all
of them sitting there and cried out, “Yudhisthir! Bhim! Arjun!
Why are you not protecting me? I am your wife, and they are
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abusing me!” but they had no power. Everyone knew how chaste
Draupadi was to her husbands, so Duhsasan came to take her
sari off.

So, when she later asked Krsna why He had not protected her,

Krsna explained, “Did you remember Me? No, you remembered
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your husbands. Even when they were taking your clothes off,
you thought you could protect yourself. They were pulling your
clothes, and you were holding it, trying to cover your body and
save yourself. Then you were clasping onto your sari with one
hand, and calling out with the other. That is not full surrender.
When they had taken almost all your sari off, then with both
hands up, heart and soul, you called out to Me, ‘Please protect
me!” Did I not protect you at that time?” Draupadi admitted it.

diksa-kale bhakta kare atma-samarpana
sei-kale krsna tare kare atma-sama

“At the time of initiation, when a devotee fully surrenders unto
the service of the Lord, Krsna accepts them as His very own.”
(Sr1 Chaitanya-charitamrta, Antya-lila, 4.192)

When you take initiation, you do not only receive a mantra,
you also receive divya-jfiana (divine knowledge). If a devotee
surrenders to Krsna, Krsna thinks, “This devotee is My soul.”
Surrender is necessary for that. Without surrender you cannot
do anything.

It is also said about Nityananda Prabhu:

uttama, adhama, kichhu na kare vichara
ye age padaye, tare karaye nistara
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-l1la, 5.208-209)

“Nityananda Prabhu does not distinguish who is bad, who
is worse, who is good—He gives mercy to whoever surrenders,
whoever falls at His lotus feet.”

This is how Krsna rescues the souls...

oo B oo
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Make Krsna Your Friend

14 December 2010

It is written in the song glorifying Prabhupad Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur, “Uthare uthare bhai ara ta samaya nai:
wake up, wake up, you have no time in your hand!” Any time
we can leave, any time we can die. What will give us a solution?

If you want to cross a river, you have to pay the fee, but if
you do not deposit anything, if you have no coin, how will you
cross it? Devotional service is your coin. It is necessary to deposit
something in your bank.

Every day Chitragupta (a bookkeeper appointed by Yamaraj)
keeps record of your life. You are keeping your account, but that
is not the actual account—Chitragupta keeps your record. Then,
one day when you are called, you can get permission to cross
the river—if you have got the visa. If you do not have the visa,
you have to come again and get the visa from the visa officer, and
to get the visa you must first apply for it—it is necessary to have
desire to get it.

Krsna Himself said, “If you have desire, one day mercy will
come.” If you make one step to Krsna, Krsna will make ten steps
to you. He is always ready to come to you, He always wants to
serve you. Gurudev also said, “If you serve devotees, Krsna will
come to serve you.” That is sure.

We have got a devotional seed from our bona fide Guru, and
we must protect it now. Niji nijer bandhu, niji nijer $atru: you are



your own friend, you are your own enemy. In this world no one
is your enemy, no one is your friend, only Krsna is your friend—
if you make Him your friend. That is what is necessary.

coe B e
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A Sadhu’s Character

18 December 2010

A sadhu should be humble, tolerant, and give honour to
others:

trnad api sunichena taror iva sahisnuna
amanina manadena kirtaniyah sada harih

“One who is humbler than a blade of grass, more tolerant than a
tree, who gives honour to others without desiring it for himself,
is qualified to always chant the Holy Name of Krsna.”

(11 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Adi-lila, 17.31)

Once a sadhu was sitting on the bank of the Ganges, when
he saw a scorpion going towards the Ganges, where it was sure
to die. He caught the scorpion and kept it away in a safe place.
While he was doing it, the scorpion stung him. Soon it again
started moving towards the Ganges, so the sadhu picked it up
and kept it in a safe place again. It repeated many times, maybe
ten or twelve times, and every time the sadhu did it the scorpion
stung him.

A man was passing by and, seeing this, thought, “What is
going on there? Is this sadhu crazy? What is he doing?!” He came
to the sadhu and asked him, “O sadhu! What are you doing? Have
you lost your mind? You save this insect from death, it stings
you, but still, again and again, you keep saving it. What is this?!”
The sadhu replied to the man, “My character is to protect those
who are going in the wrong way. Why should I change my
character if this scorpion cannot change its character?”



It is necessary to have such quality: somebody may do
something wrong, but still we must correct them.

There is also another story. There was a sadhu who would go
every day to bathe in the Ganges after the marigal arati (morning
worship). Once, after the sadhu had finished his bathing, some
naughty boy of that area threw cow dung at him. The sadhu had
to bathe again. When he finished bathing for the second time,
the boy threw some mud at him, and the sadhu had to bathe
again. Time after time, the boy kept disturbing the sadhu: he
threw some dogs’ stool, monkeys’ stool, or even some men's stool
at him, and every time the sidhu went to bathe again. The boy
could see that the sadhu did not say anything, he only silently
went to bathe again, so finally he cried to him, “But why?! Why
are you not becoming angry? Why are you not saying anything
to me?! T have disturbed you so many times, but you only go and
bathe again!”

“You did not disturb me. Actually, you did me good.”

“What?!”

“Every day I bathe only once, but today I had to bathe ten
times. So, today, in one day, I have got ten times more sukrti. This
is my benefit.”

Can you see now? This is an example of tolerance.

eo i oo
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Sincere Surrender

18 December 2010

Gurudev told one time that somebody may have one foot
already in the door of Vaikuntha, inside, and the other foot
outside, but still that person may not enter Vaikuntha—he may
still go to the illusory environment...

tad viddhi pranipatena, pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jianarh, jianinas tattva-darsinah

“You will be able to attain knowledge by satisfying the divine
master with submission, relevant inquiry, and sincere service.
The enlightened souls who are learned in scriptural knowledge
and endowed with direct realisation of the Supreme Absolute

Truth will impart divine knowledge to you.”
(Srimad Bhagavad-gita, 4.34)

Surrender, honest enquiry, and service temper, seva vidhi, are
necessary...

bhajiba baliya ese samsara-bhitare
bhuliya rahile tumi avidyara bhare

“You came into this world saying, ‘O Lord, I will serve Yo/, but,
having forgotten this promise, you have remained in ignorance.”
(Gitavali, Arunodaya kirtan, 2.2, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

You promised that you would serve the Lord, but you have
forgotten it. That is called illusory environment. How is it
possible to come out? Only by surrender to the Lord. If you can
surrender to the Lord, it becomes easy.
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Surrender means not pretending that we surrender fully
(“diksa-kale bhakta kare atma-samarpana”), but when Gurudev
tells us to do something, we say, “Oh, Gurudev, I am tired...”
What is the surrendered mood? It means you surrender fully,
you give a full obeisance, sastanga pranam, to your Guru. A full
obeisance means the disciple tells their Guru, “I am giving you
a sword—you can cut my head, you can cut my legs, you can
cut my body, that is your matter because I cannot see anything.
I am surrendering my everything to you.” You think like this, but
when you get up, you immediately forget everything... Is what
I am saying correct or not? Surrender must be sincere.

Mahaprabhu said to Sanatan Goswami, “Are you not shy?
You want to use My property, want to spoil My property?! This
is My property, not yours! You have surrendered to Me, it means
you have given this body to Me and I told you to keep it safe, not
to spoil it.”

When a devotee surrenders, they cannot spoil anything—
they cannot use their mind, intelligence, ego, eyes, nose, mouth,
tongue, ears for any other purpose—they must use everything
for the service to the Lord, to their Guru. Do you understand? It
is easy to say it, but very hard to do, still it is necessary to practise
it. Without practising you will not get anything.

oo i oo



Impaled by Illusion

18 December 2010

There was once a guru who was walking with his disciple
to some place. At that time there were no cars, so they had to
walk. They had been walking for a long time when the disciple
said, “Gurudev, I cannot walk any further, I am very hungry!”
Gurudev is merciful, and he immediately gave him one rupee
coin and said, “OK, bring some chana, chickpea dal.”

The disciple took Gurudev’s coin and happily went to the
market. Gurudev told him to bring some chana, but instead he
began looking around, “Oh, such a big market, such big shops...”
He started asking the price of everything—fruit, apples, oranges,
paneer, sweets, etc. He bargained about everything.

(Gurudev says, “Bring some chana,” so you must go to the
chana place immediately, but he began bargaining, and that
is our mood—our mind is always disturbing, always going
everywhere...)

So, he asked the price of so many things, and the shopkeeper
said, “Everything is the same price: one rupee. One rupee per one
kilo.” The disciple was impressed, “What a nice area! Everything
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here is the same price!” (Everything is the same: you worship
Durga, Kali, Ganesa, or Kartik, you go to Rama Krsna Mission,
Bharat Sevasram, or Sat Sanga...) He thought, “It is a very nice
area. I do not want to leave this place. Here is my own interest,
my own enjoyment.”

He got one kilo chhana, paneet, and came back to his Gurudev.

“Let me see what you have bought—give me the chana.”
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“Oh, no, Gurudey, it is a very nice area, and the market is
very nice. Everything is the same price...”

“What? Everything is the same?! We cannot stay here any
longer. We have to leave at once!” Then he saw that the disciple
had brought paneer instead of chand, and he became angry that
the disciple had not listened to him, “Eat it yourself, I will not
take it.” The disciple ate everything—the whole kilo of paneer.

“Have you finished? Let us go now. We have to go to our
destination, Vaikuntha, Goloka Vrndavan.”

“Gurudev, I will not go... It is a very nice area, there are so
many good things here.” The disciple became attached. “I have
never seen such kind of enjoyment... I will not go from here.”

“Tsk, bad karma... Please, come with me.” Gurudev asked
him many times to come with him, but the disciple refused,

“No, Gurudev, you go, I am tired now. I have just eaten a kilo
of paneer, I have got to sleep now...”

“OK, stay here. I am going.”

(Sanatan Goswami also left his disciple, Iéan. How is it
possible? It is the same thing—the disciple’s bad karma...)

When the Guru was leaving, he said to his disciple, “You
do not want to go with me now, what can I do? The illusory
environment can attack anyone... but Krsna is merciful, so when
you are in danger, you will remember me.” He gave this boon to
him and left for his own place.

The disciple remained under the banyan tree. Later, he
thought, “What am I going to eat?” He put on the tilak, and
whenever he saw anybody was coming down the road he
shouted loudly, “Hare Krsna! Hare Krsna!” The people had
never seen anybody chanting, and they thought, “Oh, such

a good devotee, such a big sadhu!” and they gave him a coin. In
this way, he got some money. He went to the market and again

bought some chhana, paneer. Gradually, he grew a big fat belly.



Soon some problem came to that area. Every day somebody
went house to house stealing, and all the villagers went to
the local leader, like the mayor, or you can say the king, and
complained that there was so much stealing going on in the area,
and there was no police, no security... In the end, one night a big
rich and powerful man’s house was burgled. That rich man went
to the mayor to complain. The mayor asked him,

“Did you see the thief?”

“Yes! I was sleeping, but then I thought I heard some noise
and I saw him.”

“What does he look like?”

“Very fat.”

“Very fat?”

“Yes, he is very fat.”

The mayor sent a policeman to search the area for a fat man.
Finally, the policeman saw a stranger, a new person in the area,
sitting under a banyan tree—and he was fat. “This is the fat
man!” The policeman ordered his men to take that disciple to the
mayor’s house. Then the trial happened and he was unanimously
found guilty. The disciple thought, “Oh, Gurudev told me not to
stay in this area... All are equal... I am not a thief, and they are
saying I am a thief. They are making a thief out of me...”

Then the sentence was announced. In those days there
was no microphone, no megaphone, so they would come out
and give a public announcement of the sentence. The sentence
was death. In those days they killed people by means of ‘sul’,
impalement. Siil is a kind of a wooden pole that would, from
bottom to head, pierce (impale) the body of the man placed on
it. So, they announced that the thief had been caught and would
be executed.

The disciple of the sadhu was crying in the jail, “Oh, why did
I not listen to my Gurudev? But Gurudev told me when I am in
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danger I will remember him...” He began to pray and call out
to his Gurudev. All night he had been praying and begging for
help—he knew the next day he would be dead. In the end, his
Gurudev appeared in front of him and said, “I told you before
that in this area all were equal, and I told you that you could not
stay here, but you did not go with me. Now listen to what I am
going to tell you, and you must follow this instruction. When
people will be taking you to the $iil, I will also go with you. I will
tell everybody that I want to die instead of you—"

“No, no, Gurudev, you have not done any wrong, I have
made all the problem. It was me who did wrong, I will die!”

“Hey! ‘Guru-mukha-padma-vakya, chittete kariya aikya!” (Make
the teachings from Sri Guru’s lotus mouth one with your heart!)
Now is your time. Listen to what I am telling you, then you will
be OK.”

“Yes, I will do as you say, I will.”

The next day the disciple was escorted to the $iil. Everybody
assembled there—the mayor, his wife, and thousands of people.
They saw there was some old bearded man also walking next to
the thief. The old man, Gurudeyv, cried out, “Hey! I want to go
there instead!” The mayor asked, “Who is this man? Why does
he want to go to the siil?”

“You do not know me. I am Janak Raja’s astrologer.”

“An astrologer? What have you come here for?”

“You made this platform and the $iil at a very good time—
it is amrta yoga (effective accomplishment) and mahendra yoga
(success). One who goes to this siil will go to Vaikuntha!”

The mayor thought, “I made this $iil, and why should they go
to Vaikuntha? My father is sick and suffering so much. I would
rather send my father there. I did not make this Sl and spend
all the money to send them to Vaikuntha!” Finally, he said, “My
father will go to Vaikuntha! Hey, get out of there!”



At this moment, Gurudev told his disciple, “Now is the time
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to run!” and the mayor put his father in that “Vaikuntha”...

se chhala se-kale krsna sphurabe tomare
krsna-krpa yare, tare ke rakhite pare
(817 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 16.241)

Raghunath Das Goswami Prabhu asked once Mahaprabhu,
“Prabhu, how canIcome out of this kind of illusory environment?
I have eleven security men...” Mahaprabhu said to him, “That is
not your concern. It is not your concern how Krsna will rescue
you—if you surrender, He can save you any time.” It is necessary
to surrender first.

Do you understand now what the protection of Gurudev is?

durdaive sevaka yadi yaya anya-sthane
sei thakura dhanya tare chule dhari’ ane

“If a servant falls down and goes astray, glorious is the master
who grabs him by his hair and brings him back.”
($r7 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Antya-lild, 4.47)

Gurudev takes his disciple by the $ikha and throws him at the
lotus feet of their Divine Master, or Deity.

Jay Srila Guru Mahardj ki jay!
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Mahaprabhu’s Pastimes

20 December 2010

There are so many Pastimes of Mahaprabhu...

One day Nimai was eating soil. When His mother saw it, she
slapped Him and took the soil out of His mouth. Nimai said,
“But why? Everything comes from soil—even the food you cook
and give Me comes from soil.”

Another time while Nimai’s mother was cooking—she used
clay pots, and when a clay pot broke, she threw it away—Nimai
found a broken clay pot and messed His face with the soot from
the pot. His mother became angry, “What are You doing?” She
slapped Him, and a neighbour saw it. The neighbour came to
her and asked, “What are you doing? Do you not know who this
boy is? How can you beat Him!” Sachi Devi replied, “You do not
have to tell me who this boy is. He is my son, and I have the right
to chastise or beat Him.”

He shows so many Pastimes... He rescued Kazi, Kesav
Kasmiri, Digvijayl Pandit, Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, King
Prataparudra, Chapal Gopal, and so on, but now even in Puri
some do not believe in His Pastimes...

Once Mahaprabhu jumped into the sea in Puri and floated all
the way to Konark. The sea is so big, we cannot go even five-ten
feet into it, but Mahaprabhu got lost in that sea. He was found
in Konark, sixty kilometres away from Puri—a fisherman found
Him in his net. How is it possible?

He also chastised Jagadananda Prabhu, Gadadhar Pandit...
Mahaprabhu told Gadadhar Pandit to take ksetra-sannyas, stay in



Puri, and do the service of Tota Gopinath, and Gadadhar Pandit
said, “A million of services to Gopinath are equal to seeing Your
lotus feet once.” Gadadhar Pandit is expert—he is the incarnation
of Radharani.

Once Gadadhar Pandit wanted to go with Mahaprabhu to
Nabadwip, but Mahaprabhu objected, “Seva dosa lage: if you do
not follow Me, My words, it will be seva aparadh.” Gadadhar
Pandit replied, “I will not go there with You. I will go there to see
Ai (Sachi Mata).” Mahaprabhu knew He could not compete with
Gadadhar Pandit, so He did not say anything. When a boat came
to take Mahaprabhu away, Gadadhar Pandit fainted—he had so
much affection, so much love and attachment to Mahaprabhu.

Mahaprabhu also performed a Pastime with Sarvabhauma
Bhattacharya. Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya did not believe that
Mahaprabhu was an incarnation of the Lord. He said to his
relative, Gopinath Achérya, “You think He is the Lord, but I do
not think so. What makes you say He is the Lord?” Gopinath
Achérya replied, “I have got some mercy from the Lord, that is
why I am sure He is the Lord, but you have no mercy, that is why
you cannot understand that He is the Lord.”

The house of Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya and his Deity are
still there in Puri, near Gambhira, Kasi Misra’s house. Ganga
Mata Goswamini served that Deity before.

There were also Raimachandra Puri and I§var Puri. They were
both disciples of Madhavendra Puri, but what is the position
of Tévar Puri and what is the position of Ramachandra Puri?
Ramachandra Puri could not change his character, he made a
Vaisnav aparadh, and had to leave. Gurudev told once that if you
make a Vaisnav aparadh, then that aparadh will go to your Guru,
then it will go to the Lord...
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Morning Practice

20 December 2010

The meaning of the songs that we sing every morning is very
nice. If you just sing them and read their meaning line by line,
you can easily give a one-hour lecture.

First we sing arati songs for Gurudev, then Guru vandana,
‘Bhajare bhajare mana,’ Vaisnav vandana, Paficha Tattva vandana,
‘Thakura Vaisnava gana,’ a song about Nityananda Prabhu, and
a song about Mahaprabhu.

‘Emona durmati’ is a song glorifying Mahaprabhu. Gurudev
would always sing it. This song by Bhakti Vinod Thakur teaches
us about Mahaprabhu:

toma hena kata, dina-hina jane
karilena bhava-para

tomare tarite §ri-krsna-chaitanya
navadvipe avatara

mahaprabhu name nadiya mataya
sange bhai avadhiita

“He has brought many humble souls just like you to the shore
of the ocean of material existence. Sr1 Kyspa Chaitanya has
appeared in Nabadwip to deliver you. In the company of His
brother Nityananda, Mahaprabhu drove all Nadia mad with
the Holy Name.”

(Saranagati, 8.3-4, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Bhakti Vinod Thakur at that time sang ‘Nadiya mataya’
(driving all Nadia mad with the Holy Name), but you can sing
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now ‘jagata mataya’, the whole universe (driving the whole world
mad with the Holy Name).

After Mahaprabhu's song you can sing any song. For example,
in the morning we usually sing ‘Vibhavari sesa,” a song about the
Lord. Gurudev says this song is very nice.

How many hours are necessary for that? Most offices open
at ten o’clock, so if somebody does a job, leads a householder
life, they can also practise. It is not so hard. Wake up early in
the morning, take a bath, come to the marigal arati, sing, then go
to work. Is it possible or not? Everything is impossible for those
who do not do anything.

nidralasya-hata sukarye virata
akarye udyogi ami
“I am subdued by laziness and sleep, averse to performing good

deeds, and eager to perform sinful deeds.”
( éamndgati, 5.4, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Kali-yuga has come and everything is going to the bad side.
It lasts four 400 000 years, and only about 5 500 years have
passed so far, but it is becoming very difficult. Krsna Himself
will have to appear, otherwise so many bad things are coming,
waiting for us in future. At the same time, everything is possible
if people only chant the Holy Name and engage in kirtan, Krsna
sarnkirtan movement—it is the only way that can rescue the whole
universe, nothing else.

In Mahaprabhu’s time also there was much opposition
and many problems. Gurudev said that Mahaprabhu rejected
Nabadwip and accepted Puri because He could not tolerate it.
One of His classmates was a debating man. He always came to
Mahaprabhu and debated with Him, and he even arranged for
some gunda to beat Mahaprabhu. There were so many problems,
and Mahaprabhu rejected and suddenly left everything and
everyone—Visnupriya, Sachi Mata, and others.



Mahaprabhu even went to Bangladesh for preaching, but
some are telling the opposite about Mahaprabhu. He went to
Bangladesh only one time, and you can go and see that everyone
there knows Gauranga Mahaprabhu. They do not know the pure
conception, but they know Mahaprabhu, and they all respect
Mahaprabhu. There is not so much misconception, nonsense,
but they are a little sahajiya—they do not get good guidance,
an expert Guru. Prabhupad Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur
went there only a few times, he did not spend there much time,
that is why they did not get good guidance. Kirtan, chanting
Hare Krsna maha-mantra are all over Bangladesh, but they do
not follow the rules and regulations properly. Still, they are
devotees—they have a devotional mind...

oo B oo



Gurudev’s Vyasa Piija Is Coming

21 December 2010

You all know that Gurudev’s appearance day is coming soon.
Gurudev came to this world on this day to rescue the whole
universe.

As you know, he appeared in Bamunpara, but actually,
Vaisnav’s avirbhav, Guru’s avirbhav (appearance) are non-different
from the Lord’s appearance day, that is why we celebrate this
festival every year all over the world.

Gurudev always stayed here in Nabadwip for his appearance
day, and he is still here, but in samadhi. He can see everything—
who offers a flower on his appearance day, who does not, and
SO on.

adyapiha sei lila kare gora raya
kona kona bhagyavane dekhibare paya

“Gora Ray continues performing His Pastimes, and those who
are fortunate can see it.”

Gurudev’s [ild is also going on, but only the fortunate souls
can see it, that is why we must engage everybody in service on
his appearance day. Whatever capacity we have—in kaya, mana,
vikya, (body, mind, and speech)—we must serve his appearance
day.

There are so many services here—cleaning, decoration,
picking mango leaves, etc. The new samadhi mandir is there, and
we can hang some decoration. The construction is still going on,
and I cannot say how many more days it will continue, but we
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are trying heart and soul to install Gurudev’s miirti very soon. It
depends on his wish—it will happen when he wants it to happen.

Gurudev is very merciful. We have no quality or qualification,
but still he keeps us, tolerates us so much. Everybody has some
fault, nobody is pure, but Gurudev is very merciful—he tolerates
us and engages us in service to his lotus feet. We must think of
it in this way.

All over the world on this day, devotees are celebrating
Gurudev’s Vyasa Paja, appearance day, but somebody thinks,
“Oh, Gurudev is not here, what we will go there for?” But I think
they do not have a relation with Gurudev then. A relationship
must come when you realise that Gurudev never disappears,
never appears. Guru always stays with us, always gives
instruction to us. If we remember his instruction, his words, read
his books, then we will always get his association through that,
and you can easily understand it.

Srila Sridhar Maharaj also left and is now in samadhi, but
Gurudev always said, “Srila Guru Maharaj always protects
me, he always gives me energy, gives me enthusiasm and
shelter. He gives me everything.” We must also think like this.
Gurudev has left, but he has left many things here—he has left
his devotees, his Deities, his temples; he has left the scriptures,
his words. We will find Gurudev there.

We must worship and serve him properly, then we will get
everything. Gurudev can see everything—if somebody thinks
Gurudev cannot see any more, this is a misconception, a wrong
conception.

Very soon we are going to celebrate his festival, and we are
only praying to him for his mercy, “Give me some power, some
energy, some devotional activities, devotion so that I can serve
your lotus feet until death.” That is our only hope and prayer to
the Guru. Nothing else.



guru-mukha-padma-vakya,  chittete kariya aikya,
ara na kariha mane asa

Make the teachings from Sri Guru's lotus mouth one with your
heart and do not desire anything else within your heart.
(‘Sr7 Guru-Vaisnava Mahatmya-giti, 2, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

Wherever you stay, you must distribute Gurudev’s mercy,
but first you must accept his mercy—we must empty our heart
to make space to accept and keep his mercy. We only ask, “Mercy,
mercy, mercy,” but we have no place where to keep his mercy.
It is necessary to make ourselves qualified through practising,
otherwise we will not be able to accept and keep his mercy.

If you have a glass full of water and pour more water in it,
the water will spill. You must empty your glass first—you have
some desires in your heart, and you must remove them first. It is
not easy to remove these bad elements from your heart—>bhukti-,
mukti-, siddhi-kami, kanak, kamini, pratistha, kama, krodha, lobha,
mada, moha, matsarya (desire for enjoyment, liberation, power,
money, women, fame; lust, anger, greed, illusion, madness,
envy), ego—but it is possible through S$ravanam, kirtanam, and
also mercy from the Guru, the Vaisnavs, through the service to
the Vaisnavs. Once you get some space in your glass, you will
be able to get some mercy and you can fill your glass with that.

There is so much service we can do. Somebody always says,
“Gurudev, Gurudev, Gurudev,” but when Gurudev wants a glass
of water, you cannot give it to him. You keep saying, “Oh, my
father is very nice, my father is very affectionate to me.” Day and
night you keep on praising your father, but you do not give food
to your father, and you kick him out of your temple or house,
“You are now an old man, you cannot do anything. Get out of
here.” Such is our position: we always say, “Gurudev, Gurudev,”
but we are not following what Gurudev wants. You always say,
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“Gaura Hari, Gaura Hari”, “Radhe Radhe”, “Nitai Nitai,” but
you do not do what Radharani wants, what Gaura Hari wants,
what Nitai wants. Then what is the use?

That is why we are praying to everybody—serve Gurudev’s
mission, serve his devotees. Do service, it will bring benefit to
you. Whatever your capacity is, serve with your kaya, mana,
vakya (body, mind, and words). Everybody has different
qualifications. Maybe somebody cannot do something nicely, but
they have another qualification. Somebody may not be a good
singer, somebody cannot sing Hare Krsna maha-mantra so well,
but Krsna does not want your tune, Krsna knows what you are
singing, what you want to say. Gurudev knows it. You must
understand it. Somebody may not be doing something well, but
they have some other qualification.

In Prabhupad Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur’s time,
a well-educated man, Sundarananda Vidya Vinod Prabhu, came
to the main Gaudiya Math from Bangladesh. At that time, it was
rare to see an educated person, so if somebody passed the BA
(Bachelor of Arts), people would come to see them from far away
villages. So, when Sundarananda Vidya Vinod Prabhu came to
Gaudiya Math, everybody complained, “He is not doing any
service.” Prabhupad saw that boy and asked Kuja Babu,

“Why are you not engaging this boy in any service? What
can he do?”

“That boy has no quality or qualification. He cannot do
anything.”

“You are the one who has no quality or qualification, that is
why you cannot engage him in service.”

Do you understand? Sometimes we say, “Oh, he cannot do
anything, he has no quality or qualification,” but we must see
our own fault first—before you blame anybody, you must first
see your fault.



Vaisnav is adosa-daradi (forgiving), he does not see others’
fault, but he sees his own fault. That is the quality of a Vaisnav.
If somebody does not like you, you must see: maybe you have
some fault, that is why they do not like you. In this way, you can
correct yourself.

visaye ye priti ebe achhaye amara
sei-mata priti hauka charane tomara
(Gitavali, Sri Siksastaka, 4.5, Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

People feel affection to their children, wife, husband,
relatives, and if you think that kind of relation is coming to you
towards your Guru, towards your Guru’s mission, then you can
think that some devotion is coming to your heart...

e i oo



Intolerable

26 December 2010

“Maryada-langhana Prabhu sahite na pare”: Mahaprabhu
cannot tolerate disrespect of senior, bona fide Vaisnavs.

Once Jagadananda Pandit advised Sanatan Goswami to go
to Vrndavan, but when Mahaprabhu heard it, He said to him,
“Sanatan is My Guru. You were born only yesterday, and now
you are teaching Sanatan Goswami?! It is not right.”

Mahaprabhu chastised Jagadananda Pandit very much,
and Sanatan Goswami became shy to see how much affection
Mahaprabhu was giving to Jagadananda Pandit, “Prabhu, You
are giving sweet to him, but You are not giving sweet to me.”
Now, however, is the Age of Kali, it is not like at that time: now
if you chastise some brahmachari, he will at once say, “I do not
need such a guru. There are so many other gurus, better I go to
another one.” But Sanatan Goswami was crying because he was
not chastised.

You heard also about Srikantha, the nephew of Sivananda
Sen. When Nityananda Prabhu and all the devotees went to Puri
from Nabadwip, there was a dog who followed them. On their
way, they had to cross a river, but the boat man did not want to let
the dog into the boat (he considered it inauspicious). Sivananda
Sen negotiated with the boatman, “I will pay you ten times
the fare,” and he immediately allowed the dog in—suddenly the
‘inauspiciousness’ was gone. That dog reached Mahaprabhu in
Gambhira long before the devotees. (Do you see? How will you
recognise a Vaisnav? Just imagine it—devotees had not reached
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yet, but the dog was already with Mahaprabhu.) Sivananda Sen
was searching, “Where has the dog gone? Where has the dog
gone?” He fasted that day, “I will not eat today, and everybody
has to fast this night too.” He was anxious about the dog, but
when the devotees finally came to Mahaprabhu, they saw that
very dog eating a coconut that Mahaprabhu had given to it.

Also, on the way at that time there was some tax to be paid.
Nityananda Prabhu was walking at the head of the devotees, and
Sivananda Sen was managing everyone behind. The tax collector
asked Nityananda Prabhu for the tax, but Nityananda Prabhu
replied, “The leader is behind, he will pay.” All the devotees
went through saying the same, “Our leader is behind.” There
was a big line, and Sivananda Sen was very busy, managing
everyone, helping them pass the place.

While Sivananda Sen was busy with the crowd, Nityananda
Prabhu became very hungry. He sat under a tree and was
waiting, waiting—one hour passed, two hours passed, but
Sivananda was not coming. “Where is Siva? Where has he gone?
These householder people are misers! How is it possible to deal
with them?” Nityananda Prabhu began swearing. Angry that
Sivananda was so late, Nityananda Prabhu gave a curse that his
two sons would die. When Sivananda Sen’s wife heard this, she
began to cry, but what is the meaning of that curse?

Sivananda Sen finished bargaining with the tax collector
and ran to Nityananda Prabhu. Understanding that Nityananda
Prabhu was angry, he paid full obeisance to Him saying,
“Prabhu, everything is my fault,” and Nityananda Prabhu
kicked him. Hearing the curse, he said, “If you get mercy from
Nityananda Prabhu and your child dies, it is good! It is a great
mercy.” Sivananda began dancing, “I have got mercy today!”

While Sivananda Sen was dancing for joy, his nephew,
Srikantha, became angry, “My uncle is an honourable person,
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a great personality. He brought so many devotees, and so
many devotees give honour to him, but Nityananda Prabhu is
giving so much dishonour to him. What kind of a sadhu is He?!”
Srikantha went to Mahaprabhu to complain. Mahaprabhu had
already understood what happened there and asked Srikantha,
“Do you wish to say something?” but Srikantha could not say
anything: when he saw Mahaprabhu, he could not complain—
he forgot everything.

Srikantha thought that people would see Nityananda Prabhu
giving so much disrespect to a big sadhu, then they would
criticise Him, but those who have some pure devotion, who have
a deep devotional mood, can easily understand why Nityananda
Prabhu had kicked Sivananda Sen. It is a very important matter.
If you understand it, then you can understand how merciful
Nityananda Prabhu is.

Mahaprabhu Himself gave a certificate to Nityananda Prabhu,
“If Nityananda Prabhu brings a drunkard Muslim lady along—if
He pulls and catches her—He has no fault. Moreover, seeing this,
even Lord Brahma will come and pay dandavat to Him.”

It is said in the scriptures that if somebody does some sinful
work unknowingly, Krsna does not ask for his prayaschitta
(atonement)—prayaschitta is not necessary. Bhagavan, the Lord
Himself always rescues His servitors. Through chanting, through
service, everything can be removed, but practice is necessary—
practice, strongest faith, and full surrender (sadariga saranagati):

sad-anga Saranagati ha-ibe yahara

tahara prarthana sune éri-nanda-kumara

“S11 Krsna hears the prayers of those who surrender in this

six-fold way.”

(Saranagati, 1.5, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

o B oo
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One More Year Passed

31 December 2010

2010 is going to finish today at midnight. Only four hours are
left, and one more year will be gone...

jivana anitya janaha sara

tahe nana-vidha vipada bhara
namasraya kari’ yatane tumi
thakaha apana kaje

“Understand the essence: the life is temporary and filled with

all sorts of danger. Carefully take shelter of the Name and do
your work.”
(Gitavali, Arunodaya kirtan, 1.3, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Life is very uncertain, temporary—we do not know when
this life will be gone.

bhajahii re mana §ri-nanda-nandana
abhaya-charanaravinda re
§ita atapa vata varisana
e dina yamini jagi re
“O mind, serve the son of Nanda—His lotus feet will make you
fearless! Day and night I remain awake, suffering from the heat

and cold, wind and rain...”
(‘Bhajahii re mana’, 1, 2, by Srila Govinda Das Kaviraj)

kamala dala jala, jivana talamala
bhajahii hari-pada niti re
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“Life is shaky—it is just like a drop of water tottering on a lotus
leaf. Serve the Lord's feet!”
(‘Bhajahii re mana’, 3 by Srila Govinda Das Kaviraj)

hari hari! viphale janama gonainu
manusya-janama paiya radha-krsna na bhajiya
janiya Suniya visa khainu
“O Lord! My life has passed uselessly. I have got a human birth,

but I did not serve Radha and Krsna. Knowingly I drank poison.”
(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 1, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

Everybody knows that, but still they do not worship—it is
the same as taking poison.

golokera prema-dhana hari-nama-sankirtana
rati na janmila kena taya

samsara-visanale diva-nisi hiya jvale
judaite na kainu upaya

(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 2, by Srila Narottam Dis Thakur)

This is glorification of the Holy Name. “Harinam sarkirtan
comes from Goloka Vrndavan, and it is its very wealth, but I do
not have any taste, any attachment to that... I always suffer so
much in my family life, and I cannot find any relief or solution.”

vrajendra-nandana yei $achi-suta haila sei

balarama ha-ila nitai

dina-hina yata chhila hari-name uddharila

tara saksi jagai madhai

(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 3, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

“He who is known as Vrajendra Nandan (Vraja Kumar, Lord
Krsna Himself) came as Gauranga Mahaprabhu (Sachi Suta,
the son of Sachi Mata); and Balaram appeared as Nityananda
Prabhu. How did They rescue the souls through the Holy Name?
Jagai and Madhai are the witnesses to that.”
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ha ha prabhu nanda-suta vrsabhanu-suta-yuta
karuna karaha ei-bara

narottama-dasa kaya na theliha ranga paya
toma vine ke achhe amara?

(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 4, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

“Narottam Das Thakur is praying to Chaitanya Mahaprabhu,
asking the Lord, ‘Please, give me some mercy, please allow me
to take some shelter at Your lotus feet. Do not reject me. Please
accept me.” Narottam Das Thakur cries and sings, ‘Prabhu, You
are my only hope, without You there is nothing, no one. My hope
is only You—I can depend only upon You.””

anya-abhilasa chhadi jiana karma parihari
kaya mane kariba bhajana

sadhu-sange krsna-seva na pujiba devi-deva
ei bhakti parama-karana

“Serve the Lord with body and mind, giving up all other
desires and the pursuit of material benefit and knowledge. One
should serve Lord Krsna in the association of devotees without
worshipping any demigods.”

(Sr1 Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 13, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

If you do something for the Lord but do not get good
association, proper guidance, then it will not be proper service,
this is why it is said, “Sadhu-sange Krsna-sevi, na piijiba devi-deva:
serve Krsna in the association of devotees without worshipping
any demigods.” Some also worship so many demigods, but we
must follow our Guru-parampara line and follow the way they
serve, the instruction they give:

mahajanera yei patha, tate habe anurata

“Love and be attached to the path of the great souls.”
(Sri Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 14, by Srila Narottam Dis Thakur)



mahajano yena gatah sa panthah
“The true path is the one that the great souls have walked.”
(Mahabharata)

sadhana-smarana-Iila ihate na kara hela
(Sri Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 14, by Srila Narottam Dis Thakur)

“Do not neglect, do not avoid your sadhana (practising) and
smarana (remembering).”

asat-sanga sada tyaga chhada anya gita-raga
karmi jiani parihari dire

kevala bhakata-sanga prema-katha rasa-ranga
lila-katha braja-rasa-pure

“Always reject bad association, give up attachment to the songs,
and always keep away from karmis and jfianis. Keep devotees’
association only and take joy in the nectar of the talks about love
and devotion to the Lord and the Pastimes of Vrndavan.”

(Sr1 Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 15, by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

“Avoid dishonest association, take association of devotees.”
Associationmeans consulting, talking about Krsna consciousness,
about your service, spiritual life—not about material things.
“Avoid yogis, nyasis, karmis, jiianis (pursuers of mystic powers,
renunciation, material benefit, or knowledge)”—reject all this,
and only worship Girivaradhari, worship your Guru, the Lord.
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Do Not Fear Service

23 January 2011

ye-dina grhe, bhajana dekhi,
grhete goloka bhaya
“On the days when I see devotional service taking place at my

home, I feel that Goloka has manifested there.”
(Saranagati, 31.6, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

“Krsna personally appears wherever His sankirtan is going
on.” Mahaprabhu said, “I stay at the kitchen of Mother Sachi,
where Nityananda Prabhu dances, at the house of Srivas Pandit,
and at the house of Raghav Pandit.” Wherever there is service
of the Lord going on, wherever the Lord’s glory and Name are
chanted, the Lord always stays and plays there. The Lord’s
Name, Form, Qualities, Pastimes, associates and features (Nama,
guna, riipa, lila, parikar, vaisistya) are all nondifferent from the
Lord Himself.

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“Having travelled throughout the universe and having got the
mercy of Guru and Krsna, a fortunate soul receives a seed of the

devotional creeper.”
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya-lila, 19.151)

Only the fortunate souls can get that kind of devotional seed,
and it does not take just a little fortune:
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alpa-bhagye seva nahi haya

koti janma thakle bhagya

visaye sei haye vairagya

“Service does not come by just a little fortune. Only after ten

million births of good fortune, can you leave this material world
behind.”

A great fortune is necessary.

Once I said to Gurudev that a brahmachari wanted to leave,
and Gurudev replied in Bengali, “Yaoya tai sambhavit, thaka tai
asambhavit: it is probable that people will come, but it is not
probable that they will stay.” It is not so easy to stay here. My
duty is to engage everybody in service to Gurudev, but some
do not come to me, and it has been like this since the early
days. Some are afraid, “Oh, if I go to Maharaj, he will give me
service”—they think it is bad, or they think, “What if I cannot do
it? I am afraid.” If you think you are doing it, then the burden will
come to you, but if you understand that you cannot do anything
and the Guru does everything, then what is the problem?

Gurudev does everything, and we must depend on him,
“I have no qualification or quality, Prabhu, but you can easily
take my service, you can easily accept me...”

When I was a young boy I would often sing one song, and at
that time I did not understand what I was singing, but that song’s
meaning is that my mind always takes me away, but if I engage
my mind in the Lord’s service, then I will get the result.

Gurudev told it to me many times, and I have also told many
times to you: if you serve Vaisnavs, if you serve your Guru,
Krsna Himself will come to serve you.

coe i oo
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Service Without Attachment

23 January 2011

I remember when I once went to Govardhan, a monkey stole
a brahmachari’s shoes and he came to me to complain, “Maharaj,
my shoes were gone today.” I replied to him, “It is good! When
you stay in Govardhan and Vrndavan, you must walk on your
head, but you were using shoes and the monkey could not
tolerate it.”

When Sanatan Goswami rejected the last thing he had—he
gave his bhot kambal, woollen blanket, to a Gaudiya Vaisnav—
and, when asked, told about this to Mahaprabhu, Mahaprabhu
said, “At last all your material attachment has come to an end.
You have given up, discarded your last material possession.”

When I just joined the temple, I was staying in the Indian
guest house (the building that is now behind the samadhi mandir
of Srila Govinda Maharaj). During the day I did much service
and my mind was busy, but at night time when I went to bed,
I could not sleep at first. Every day I dreamt about writing on
the blackboard, teaching at school—every night it would be on
my mind. I could not tolerate it, but what could I do? When
I came, I only brought one set of punjabi, and because every day,
whenever I saw it, I remembered my house, I burnt it. Then was
my room key. I had my own room, and I would remember the
things in my room—the almirah, the bed, and so many other
favourite things—but it was too much disturbance, so one day
I threw that key into Govinda Kunda. I wanted to forget all that,
and slowly, slowly Krsna, Gurudev removed it all.
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Whatever birth you take, you will always get a father and
a mother, but it is not in every life that you can get a bona fide,
honest Guru; but it is possible in this life. That is why I was
chastising one man recently: he had service to Nityananda
Prabhu, but he left it to arrange his nephew’s wedding
ceremony...

tomara sevaya, duhkha haya yata,
seo ta’ parama sukha

“All the distress that I face in Your service is my greatest
happiness.”
(5am1ﬂdgati, 16.4, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Even Brahma may come to us and offer so much opulence,
but we have no time to go there. One way or another, you must
use yourself for the service to your Guru, for the service to your
Lord, otherwise, as I told that man, you are committing suicide—
leaving your service, disobeying your Gurudev’s order is the
same as committing suicide. We sing every day:

lochan bale hena nitai yeba na bhajila
janiya Suniya sei atma-ghati haila
“Lochan Das says, Anyone who did not serve Nitai knowingly

committed suicide.””
(‘Nitai gunamani amara’, 5, by Srila Lochan Dis Thakur)

Lochan Das says it—it is not my words.

‘Bhajan’ means ‘bhaj dhatu’,'bhaj’ means ‘sevd’. Srila Prabhupad
also gave an explanation of the meaning of bhajan. Jiver seva korte
korte atma kalyan labha haya. Jiver seva (service to the souls) does
not mean giving some medicine to people. Jiver seva means you
must engage the jiva soul (any kind of jiva souls) in service to
the Lord.

Sometimes it may come to your mind that what you are
doing is bhajan, service, but it may be all karma.
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When I joined the temple, from 1992 to 1999 I never asked
Gurudev, “I want to go to Vrndavan,” “I want to go to Purl,” or
“I want to go to Ekachakra.” Never. Gurudev would send me
in my brahmachari life for begging and rice collection, and only
in 1999 for the first time he sent me to Puri for some service.
I had never been in Puri, and when I was at the Howrah station
I did not even have a proper ticket, I just paid to somebody at
the station. I had to do a big service there in Puri, and I prayed
to Jagannath and Gurudev, “Gurudev, you have sent me here
for your matter, please you settle the problem.” Everybody has
some plan, but Krsna said, “I have My own plan, and you must
go with My plan.” So, the Lord does everything, and you must
engage yourself in His service.

If you follow your Gurudev, serve the Vaisnavs, then you can
easily call it service.
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Vigraha Is Not a Doll

7 March 2011

Saksad Vrajendra-nandan: vigraha (Deity) is not a doll. This is
why it is told: “$raddhaya Sri-miirtir sevan” (worship the Deity
with faith). Deity worship is going on everywhere, but you must
have $raddha, full faith, when you give an offering to the Deity.

You know Arjun Miéra’s story (when the Lord Himself
came to him as a boy) and there is also another story. There was
a husband and a wife, and they had a son. Their Gurudev had
told them, “Offer bhog and always take prasadam,” and every day
they did piija, offered the bhog, and so on, but they did not have
so much strong faith that Krsna was actually accepting it—just as
some may think, “You give something to Krsna, but you see that
the same plate comes back from the altar room, so how can you
say that Krsna takes it?”

One day this husband and wife told their small son called
Raghunandan to offer the bhog, and went somewhere, perhaps
to the market. Raghunandan made the offering, but he saw
the Deity was not taking it. He took a gong stick and charged
the Deity, “Hey! My mother gives You food every day and You
take it from her, but when I am giving You, You are not taking!
Today a little boy comes to offer and You are neglecting him!
Why are You not taking it from me?!” He talked to the Deity like
this, and the Deity began to take the food.

His parents came back from the market and saw that all the
food was gone. His mother asked,



“Where is the prasad?”

“Prasad? Today you probably cooked less—the Deity has
taken everything.”

“What? Thakur (the Deity) never takes it when I offer it. You
must have given it to some of your friends, otherwise where
could it all be gone?”

“No, I did not do anything wrong.” He began crying, and His
mother was perplexed.

In the evening, she finished cooking and sent her son to again
go and make the offering. Raghunandan again went there and
spoke to the Deity, “Eat now! At noon time You ate, and now You
are not eating... Eat, otherwise my mother will beat me! She will
not believe me. Take it!”

His mother heard his voice and looked through a hole in
the door. She saw he was talking to the Deity and the Deity was
taking the bhog. She fainted.

Sachi Mata also was cooking and crying, “If only Nimai was
here today, He would take it... He likes this, that...” She was
thinking about it and crying.

Narad Goswami asked the Lord, “Where do You stay,
Prabhu?” The Lord replied, “I stay in four places: at Srivas
Pandit’s house, at Sachi Mata’s kitchen, where Niti is dancing,
and at Raghav Pandit’s house (where his sister Damayanti cooks
for Me every day).”

So, Sachi Mata cooked and tears would come to her eyes,
“Nimai likes this so much, but He is not here, who will eat it?
Who will take it?” She cooks and cries.

Mahaprabhu sent Damodar Pandit to Sachi Mata, another
time He sent Nityananda Prabhu, and another time Jagadananda
Pandit with some cloth. Mahaprabhu asked Jagadananda
Pandit once to go and tell His mother that on a certain day
Sachi Mata cooked certain dishes, and that He came and ate
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it all. Jagadananda told that to Sachi Mata, and it was true: it
was Sankranti day (Sankranti means the end of the Paus month,
winter season, December-January; we also make some special
pitha, cakes at this time), and Sachi Mata did actually cook
patisapta, saruchakli, and many other things for Nimai...

Sometimes with tears she offered the bhog and saw the plate
was empty. Nimai had come and eaten everything, but she
thought maybe she had forgotten to offer it. She went and looked
into the pots, but the pots were full (there was some illusion).
Sometimes she also suspected her daughter-in-law, Visnupriya,
“Maybe she has eaten it...”

Krsna takes everything that a devotee gives Him—even
banana skin. Once, Vidura’s wife gave banana skin to Krsna and
He took it. Do you see? The Lord takes even that, but those who
are not devotees cannot give anything to the Lord—they give
something, but in lieu of that they ask for something, they have
some desire within, some asking mood. That is not nigkam bhajan,
niskam sevi—it is sakam. When you give something, do not keep
any desires, do not ask for anything. We must have unconditional
surrender, unconditional mood: everything is causeless mercy,
ahaituki krpa.

Also, Nimai went to Sridhar Pandit’s house and asked for
some water, but Sridhar Pandit did not have a proper glass—
there was a hole in it; but Nimai took water from it. Another
time, Mahaprabhu took thor mocha (banana stem) from him. It
was His favourite, and He would play with Sridhar Pandit—He
would take a thor and Sridhar Pandit would catch it and refuse
to give it to Him. Nimai then would pull it from Sridhar Pandit’s
hands and, because thor is slippery, sometimes Sridhar Pandit
would lose it and fall down.

...In Mahaprabhu’s time, Mahaprabhu's Deity installation
happened in three places—Visnupriyas Deity, Gauri Das



Pandit’s Deity in Kalna, and Dvija Vaninath’s Deity. Later,
Vrndavan Das Thakur installed also His Deity—he always
served Nitai, Nityananda, and Mahaprabhu’s form came later,
after Mahaprabhu had left.

The Lord wants our service. He comes to rescue the whole
universe, and He comes in a Deity form—sometimes Himself,
sometimes through His devotees. Today is the day when Radha
Raman Sundar came to the Kaikhali temple through Gurudev.
Some Deities came through Guru Maharaj; some Deities were
installed by Gurudev. Also Mahaprabhu’s Deity is now in various
countries. I am thinking that some places are a few thousands of
miles away, but Mahaprabhu went there, and now devotees are
worshipping His Deity there. How merciful the Deity is, how
merciful Mahaprabhu is, and how merciful Nityananda Prabhu
is —They rescue the jiva souls all over the world...
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Take Care of Your Seed

7 March 2011

Yesterday there was a wedding festival in a rich family in
Bihar. They celebrated so much, but when they fired guns into
the sky, some bullet fell down and killed a brother of the groom.
This is the Age of Kali: one way or another, they have to die.
Death is inevitable, you know that.

There is an example also. Suppose there is a pond all covered
with kochuripana (water hyacinth). If you throw a stone into
that pond, you will see some water, but then a wave comes
and the water again gets covered. In the same way, I saw when
somebody’s friend died, the man came to Gurudev saying,
“What is this life for? It is pointless. Nothing. It is only a few
moments of enjoyment, but we did not know before that we had
to practise Krsna consciousness...” He came emotionally, but ten
days later he went back to the material world...

Once a man invited us, “You must come to my house
tomorrow! I will feed you and your party breakfast, lunch, and
supper—I will give you prasadam three times a day. Do not go to
any other house.” I said to him, “Everybody wants us to come
to a different house each day so that we can make everybody
happy, but you are saying that we must take prasadam at your
house three times a day.” Anyhow, he forced us to come.

When we came, that man showed me his new house—his
room, bathroom, etc. He said, “We will inaugurate the house
and do Vaisnav seva. My father did not give me any money,
I have done all this with my own earnings.” He told his story
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and boasted that he had done so much—always “I, I, 1.” The
next day in the morning, he went to cut some small tree at the
gate, and there was a small snake near that tree. He was about
to cut the tree when the snake bit him. He did not even get three
minutes that it takes to reach the hospital—his life was taken.

I have seen with my own eyes how people die... “Visaya-
visama-visa satata khainu: we always take the dangerous poison
of material enjoyment.”

I told before about the loving search for the lost servant:
Krsna, the Lord, always wants our service. Krsna Himself says,
“I do not take food from everybody—I take service from devotees,
not just from anybody.” Such fortunate souls are rare to find:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija
mali hana kare sei bija aropana
$ravana-kirtana-jale karaye sechana

“Having travelled throughout the universe and got the mercy of
Guru, Krsna, a fortunate soul receives a seed of the devotional
creeper. As a gardener, they must plant that seed and water it
with practising: hearing and chanting.”

($17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 19.151-152)

“Sravan-kirtan-jal”: you have a flower garden, and if you
transplant a new plant but do not give it water—you plant the
devotional seed but do not give it proper nourishment—one
day it will dry. Also there are “bhukti-mukti-siddhi-kami sakali
asanta”—many insects will come and you must use some spray;
many branches will grow and you must cut them, otherwise the
tree will not grow big. This analogy is given in Sri Chaitanya-
charitamrta, Madhya-lila, Chapter 19. If you read this chapter,
many things will come to you.

Some say, “Oh, I took initiation twenty years ago”, “I took
initiation fifty years ago,” or think, “I took initiation from Srila



A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj Prabhupad”—but they do
not practise, so they do not get the result. If you plant a marigold
flower and then do not go there for ten days, do not give it water,
nourishment—how do you expect it to grow on its own?

Practice is necessary. I have told many times: why do we
make a festival? It is like charging the battery. For example,
today we had to push Gurudev’s car because it did not start—
the accumulator, the battery charge was low. So, Gurudev has
given you a battery, but if you do not charge it, the battery will
be damaged. It is necessary to charge the battery—and charging
means Sravan, kirtan, Bhagavat Sravana, Mathura vas, Sri-mirtir
éraddhaya sevan (hearing, chanting, hearing Srimad Bhagavatam,
residing in Mathura and worshipping the Deity with faith), and
so on—there are sixty-four bhaktyarngas.

Practice makes perfect, so practice is necessary, otherwise
the plant will dry: “sukhi’ yaya pata.” There is also offence to the
Vaisnavs (that is compared to a hati mata, mad elephant), seva
aparadh, Nama aparadh. Many kinds of aparadh, offence, will
come, so you must be careful.

A devotee sometimes makes some offence, but that offence
will be removed through their service. An offence to the Holy
Name can be removed through chanting, but if you do not chant,
how will it be removed?...
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Preaching Mahaprabhu’s Conception

17 August, 2011

We must have chastity, “I will not listen to bad things. My
Guru is my Guru.” Do you know what Vrndavan Das Thakur
said? He said, “My Guru is Nityananda Prabhu. Even if He goes
to the prostitutes” quarter, He will still be my Guru.” I am telling
it today strongly.

Do you have any questions?

Question: [ wanted to ask you for advice about preaching. I am not
a good preacher...

Yes, I know that, but you are asking this kind of question,
then I think you will be a good preacher.

Good preaching is not so many things—preaching movement
is a simple matter. How did Chaitanya Mahaprabhu preach?
He had three types of preaching—a high conception that He
discussed with Ramananda Ray, a middle conception that He
gave to Ripa Goswami and Sanatan Goswami, and a simple
conception that He gave to Raghunath Das Goswami.

The conception that Mahaprabhu discussed with Ram Ray
is very, very high and difficult for us, practitioners, because it
deals with antaranga-prema, intimate love of Radharani. If we try
to practise it, we will become sahajiya.

Once somebody asked Gurudev on the Janmastami day,
“Gurudeyv, can you explain Krsna [7l3?”

“Do you want to hear Krsna /1la?”
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“Yes, Gurudev.”

“If you hear it, you will become pregnant.”

Gurudev said it very strongly. So, we are not to discuss this.
Ramananda Ray explained all stages—karma-misra-bhakti, jiiana-
misra-bhakti, jiiana-siinya-bhakti, Suddha-bhakti, and prema-bhakti.
It is all in S Chaitanya-charitamyta, and it is called Ramananda
sanbad (“the news, the message of Ramananda Ray”).

The middle conception was given to Ripa Goswami and
Sanatan Goswami—Mahaprabhu told Sanatan Goswami clearly
how one should practise.

Sanatan Goswami asked Mahaprabhu five questions, “Who
am I (ke ami)? Why am I suffering (kene amaya jare tapa-traya)?
How can I prosper in my spiritual life (kise hita, mangal haya)?
What is the eternal goal, and how can I attain this main goal
(sadhya, sadhan vastu ki)?” Mahaprabhu taught this to Sanatan
Goswami and explained how we must practise:

§ravanam kirtanam visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam
archanam vandanarm dasyarm sakhyam atma-nivedanam
“Hearing, practising (chanting), remembering the Lord, serving
the lotus feet of the Lord, serving the Deity, offering obeisances,
considering oneself a servant, thinking of the Lord as of a friend,

and full surrender.”
(Srimad Bhagavatam, 7.5.23)

Before sravanam (hearing Hari-katha), there is sukrti. Sukrti
means when somebody is used for the service to the Lord, they
get a commission from that. You can say to somebody, “Please,
say, ‘Hare Krsna.”” If they say, “Hare Krsna,” they will get some
commission through it—you will give some benefit to them.
That is a preaching movement.

There is another example also. If you take some fruit, put
a Tulasi leaf on it, and offer it to the lotus feet of the Deity, you
will give benefit to the fruit tree; or you can take some flowers,



make a garland, and give it to the Deity. Fruit cannot serve
the Lord on its own, but if you offer it, then it is possible. In this
way, you can use everybody for the service to the Lord.
Everybody in this world exists for service, and you must use
everybody for the service to the Lord, in this way you will give
them benefit, sukrti. This is what preaching means.
Then, through sukrti one gets faith.

‘sraddha’-sabde—visvasa kahe sudrdha nischaya
krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma krta haya

“Sraddha is firm, determined faith that by service to Kysna all
actions are accomplished.”
(S11 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-lila, 22.62)

You may not know who your father is, but your mother
knows it, and if your mother says, “This is your father,” you
must believe it. Gurudev says, “Serve the Lord, serve the Guru,”
and you must believe that, and to believe it means you must
have faith.

There are different kinds of faith. There is kamala-sraddha:
‘sraddha’ means faith, ‘kamala’ means lotus. Lotus is very gentle,
fragile, and our faith is also like that. If somebody says something
bad about my Guru, I believe that and become crazy—I leave
everything and start dancing to that tune. This is not real faith!

There is also taranga-Sraddha: ‘taranga’ means a wave. Some
festival comes as a wave, and everyone comes, but when the wind
is gone, the wave of faith is gone too. How many people come
for Gaura Parnima? Ten thousand people dance and chant at the
festival, but how many of them come to serve Gurudev? Not one
thousand people; maybe only five people—not even 1%! That is
called taranga Sraddha.

Sudydha-Sraddha (very firm faith)—it means if somebody
says something bad, I do not believe it—I believe my Guru, my
Lord. It is necessary to have such strong faith. Haridas Thakur is
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an example of it. When the guards were beating him, they said
to him, “We will not beat you if you stop saying, “‘Hare Krsna,””
but in reply Haridas Thakur chanted, “Hare Krsna!” even louder,
and they again started beating him. That is called the strongest
faith.

Through $raddha you will get good association, sadhu-sanga;
and through sadhu-sariga you will do $ravan, kirtan (hear and
practise). A sadhu only speaks Krsna-katha—he will give you
advice, his association. A sadhu will not say anything bad about
anybody, he sees the fault within himself. Through such sravan
and kirtan, bad elements within you will be removed. You may
ask me how to remove bad things, bad desire, and this is the
answer—it is possible to remove it through sravan, kirtan, and
nothing else. Kirtan means chanting the Holy Name properly,
doing Gayatri three times a day, and so on.

After that, there is smaran, remembering, vandan, offering
obeisance, feeling, “I am a servant of Krsna,” feeling, “Krsna is
my friend.” There are five types of relationships—santa, dasya,
sakhya, vatsalya, madhura (neutral relationship, relationship
as a servitor, friend, parent, and paramour). It is a very high
conception.

Mind is always very bad—for example, if you sees a good-
looking boy (or girl) in the street, even when he is no longer in
front of you, you can still see him in your mind. Through sadhu-
sanga (good association) your senses and mind will be controlled.
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Sri Krsna Janmastami:
Celebrate and Realise

22 August, 2011

I am very happy today because today is Sri Sri Krsna
Janmastami maha-mahotsav and everyone all over the world is
celebrating it. Our centres are also making festivals, and it is
an important day for us. In some countries, like here in India,
they are already doing the arati, and in some countries they are
only starting the morning of Janmastami.

Today is a very auspicious day. We are celebrating Yasomati
Nandan’s appearance day in such a gorgeous way, we are making
a grand offering to the Lord, but how will we offer it? We have no
quality or qualification, so how will we offer anything to Him? If
I surrender to my Gurudev, he will purify me—good association
of Gurudev, Vaisnavs and all the devotees will purify me. For
this reason, we must speak Krsna-katha today. This day does not
come in every life so easily—it is rare to get this opportunity to
hear Krsna-katha, hear about Krsna's Pastimes.

Today everybody is celebrating, and I am remembering
Gurudev and how much nourishment and glorification he
always gave to the devotees. Today we must offer everything
to our Guru, to the Vaisnavs, Bhagavan, and we must surrender
fully, not to be in the jealous mood, not to be in the ‘ego mood".
If I show externally that I am a sadhu, Vaisnav, but inside there
is another thing, that is kapatata (hypocrisy) and phalgu-vairagya
(false renunciation), and it is not good for us on this day. We must
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think and realise what Gurudev wants, what his mood is, what
his service mood is. With love and affection, we must realise and
understand it, otherwise we cannot progress in our spiritual life.

We have got some sukrti, some good fortune, and through
that good fortune we have got a great bona fide Guru, but
Gurudev said, “If somebody already has one leg in Goloka,
Vaikuntha, and the other leg is outside, they can still come out of
that place.” You must be careful about our line and conception
because it is very easy to fall down—to lose your service and go
to hell. You have been practising for so many years, and even
doing some Vaisnav aparadh, Guru aparadh, seva aparadh, Nama
aparadh... but Vaisnav aparadh and Guru aparadh are very heavy.
It is very bad and creates a critical situation in our spiritual life.
We must always watch out for that.

We think, “The temple cannot run without me,” but it is
ego. Krsna does all arrangement for His service—you must
understand that even if everybody dies, Krsna will still arrange
everything for His service. Once, Srila Sridhar Maharaj became
angry because his disciple had done something wrong, and
chastised that devotee, “Get out from here! I will here stay
alone, it is not necessary for anybody to stay here!” We must
understand that Gurudev can oust us, but we must keep our
feet firmly fixed.

I remember once Gurudev chastised me very much, but later
when I was sitting in front of him and the others were there,
Gurudev said, “I can chastise only one person, I know he will not
run away from me. If I chastise anyone else, they will run away,

rrr

‘Keep your temple to yourself, I will not stay here.”” We must
have full faith, full love and affection. Gurudev chastised me, but
when he talked to me later, I would forget everything. I actually
did not think that Gurudev was chastising me; I thought it was

good for me.
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When your Guru chastises you, it is good for you. Once
Mahaprabhu chastised Jagadananda Pandit, and Sanatan
Goswami was crying, “Prabhu, you are giving bitter to me, and
giving sweet to Jagadananda Pandit!”

Gurudev said to me, “Brhat svartha paite haile, ksudra svartha
tyaga korte habe. If you want to get great things, you must avoid
small matters. Big things are waiting for you, why are you
running after small things?” Gurudev said it, and I whole-
heartedly believe it.

So, today I must offer whatever good that comes to my Guru
and the Vaisnavs. I want to serve all the godbrothers of Srila
Guru Maharaj, of Gurudev—I want to serve those who want to
serve Gurudev. That is my feeling, that is my realisation, that is
my religion.

You must understand what we are making the Janmastami
festival for. To show ourselves and our big ego? No. We are
making this festival to give much nourishment to the devotees
through Hari-katha, through Krsna-katha, by giving good
things to them. Also we are making this festival because it
gives an opportunity for communication. Such festivals do not
happen every day, but day by day we lose our faith, we lose our
devotional activities because there is this communication gap.
We must realise and understand this.

What do we need? Why have we come to this world? Why
have we surrendered to our Guru? To get something from him?
Get what? Money? Name? Fame? To become a guru? No! Not to
become a Guru, but to become a great servant! That should be
our mood. We should be a great servant—not a great manager,
a great temple president, or a great guru. We want to serve our
Guru, but how can we serve him? How can we fulfil his desire?
We must realise what he wants, what he says.



144 Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaj

......................................................................................................... PP STe

‘asakti-rahita,” ‘sambandha-sahita,
visaya-samitha sakali‘madhava’

“When you are free from material attachment and establish rela-
tionship with the Lord, then you will see that everything around
you is Lord Madhav Himself.”

(“Vaisnav ke?” 12, by Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur)

Some think, “This temple is my property,” or, “It is my parents’
property,” but it is not so. It is Gurudev’s property. Gurudev said
many times that if all devotees stay together, it is good for us.
Somebody can make many mistakes, but we should not throw
them out—we should correct them. If you pull threads out of
a blanket, soon there will be no blanket left.

Everybody has some fault, we are not fully pure—everybody
has some quality, and everybody has some fault; we must take
the good quality and avoid the bad quality. Why should you see
anybody’s fault? See their good side. If we see bad things, our
eyes will become blind—if I always look for bad things, I will
always see bad things. When there is much dust on a mirror, you
will not be able to see anything—you must first clean that dust.

Today we must serve Mother Yasoda, serve Nanda Maharaj.
If you have no love for Nanda Maharaj, no love for Yasoda Mayi,
you will not get mercy from Krsna. They are so powerful—
they have got the Lord as their son! It is important that we serve
the Lord’s devotees. Gurudev said, “If you want to love me, you
must first love my dog.”

Today, on this very special day, you are making an offering to
the Lord, but the Lord is Krsna Himself, saksad Vrajendra Nandan!
He is not a doll, He is not just a Deity: He is saksad Vrajendra
Nandan. Ripa Goswami served Govinda, Sanatan Goswami
served Madan Mohan, Madhu Pandit served Gopinath, and they
talked with the Deity, played with the Deity.
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You can even play football with Lord Krsna if you can serve
properly. Proper service comes through your Guru: have full
faith in your Guru, then you can get that kind of realisation. Our
Guru is Radharani, and Srimati Radhika always captures Krsna,
so if we serve Radharani, we will get Krsna immediately. There
is no doubt about it. If you invite Lord Krsna, He will not come;
but if you invite Mother Yasoda, she will bring Lord Krsna to

your house.
ye-dina grhe, bhajana dekhi,
grhete goloka bhaya
charana-sidhu, dekhiya ganga,

sukha na sima paya
“On days when I see devotional service taking place at my home,
I feel that Goloka has manifested there. Seeing the Ganges, the

nectar from the Lord’s feet, my happiness has no limit.”
( éamudgati, 31.6, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

You cook every day for the Lord, and Krsna takes it from
your hand. Why do you not believe it? You heard that Sanatan
Goswami would give burnt roti to Madan Mohan, but Madan
Mohan took that. Madan Mohan also made His own temple...
We cannot even image how many Pastimes of the Lord there are.
You can see many are described in Mahabharata, Sri Chaitanya-
charitamrta, Krsna-prema-tarangini, Srimad Bhagavatam; there are
many Pastimes written there, but we do not have qualification to
hear about all of them...

Tomorrow we are making another big festival (we must
make Nanda Maharaj happy), and tomorrow is also our Visva-
Guru, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj Srila Prabhupad’s
appearance day.

This Krishna consciousness movement is now all over the
world, but who spread it? It was spread A.C. Bhaktivedanta
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Swami Maharaj Srila Prabhupad—he made the tunnel, laid
the route, and our Gurudev, our Guru Maharaj went through
that tunnel. You can also say that Srila Swami Maharaj prepared
the land and our Gurudev put there the seeds and some fertiliser.
Those seeds have sprouted and grown into mango trees, and we
are now happily taking that mango.

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“Having travelled throughout the universe and having got the
mercy of Guru and Krsna, a fortunate soul receives a seed of the

devotional creeper.”
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya-lila, 19.151)

This is how we get the bhakti-lata-bij (the seed of Lord Krsna's
prema). ”Janama saphala tara Krsna-daradana yara: if you get to see
Krsna, your life is fulfilled.” How can we see Krsna? We have
no eyes:

andhibhtta chaksu yara visaya dhilite
ki raipe se para-tattva paibe dekhite

“Our eyes are full of material dust (visaya) and we cannot see
the good things...” We can clean our hearts by good association.
In our heart we have other eyes, and through those eyes we will
see what is good for us and what is bad for us. That is why good
association is necessary, and that is why we have gathered here
today.

Everybody is dancing, chanting, enjoying with everything,
but how many people come to this line? How many people
become great pure devotees? You will need a microscope to be
able to see that...

In some countries, devotees do not have a big temple, but
they think if in some country there is a big temple, everything is
grand there, but Krsna goes to every devotee’s house. Krsna went
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to all gopis” houses, so why cannot He go to all devotees’ houses?
If we fully surrender to our Guru, then Gurudev himself, who is
non-different from Krsna, will come. If you offer everything to
your Guru properly, then Krsna will give mercy to you.

On this important and very special for us holy day I am
praying to all the devotees with all my heart and soul that they
will follow Gurudev’s line, they will serve their Guru, follow
their Guru’s order, instruction. I am also praying to the devotees
that they may please forgive my offence.

Jay Srila Guru Maharaj ki jay!
Omr Visnupad Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami
Maharaj ki jay!

ecoe oo



Sri Radhastami:
Worship with Extreme Care

Vrndavan, 5 September 2011

Today is a very auspicious day in our spiritual life, a very
important day. Today is Radhastami: Srimati Radharani’s
appearance day. Srila Gurudev and Srila Guru Maharaj always
worship this day in the most proper way.

radha-bhajane yadi mati nahi bhela
krsna-bhajana tava akarana gela

“If you do not worship Srimati Radharani, your worship of
Krsna is useless.”
(Gitavali, $ri Radhastaka, 8, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

How can we worship Srimati Radharani? We do not know
the process how to worship Her. We sing, “Sri-guru-charana-
padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma, vando mudii sdvadhana mate: we must
worship the lotus feet of Sri Gurudev very carefully.” If we are not
careful, an offence can come, so we must be very careful when
we worship Srimati Radharani’s lotus feet—it is very difficult.

Srila Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj showed that he was
cautious to read the chapter in $r7 Chaitanya-charitamyta about
Radha-Krsna’s Pastimes: antaranga-lila, prema-lila, Ramananda
Ray’s prema-katha. He said we must have qualification to read
that chapter, and that is very difficult. We can, however, do what
Gurudev told us to do. Gurudev told us that we can worship
Lalita Devi, who controls Srimati Radhika, and also we can



worship Nityananda Prabhu. Guru is called asraya vigraha, and
Lalita Devi is Radharani’s asraya vigraha. If we do not worship
asraya vigraha, we cannot worship vijaya vigraha.

When Gurudev heard somebody saying, “Jaya Radhe!” he
would always become angry. When Radharani’s Name always
comes to somebody’s mouth, it is not serious because it is actually
not so easy to take Her Name. If we always say, “Jaya Radhe!” it
means we are sahajiya. We must be very careful.

radhara dasira krsna sarva-vede bale
(Gitavali, Sri Radhastaka, 1, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

Who does Krsna belong to? “Krsna is ‘Radhara dasira’: He is
the property of the servants of Radharani. All Vedas state this.”

radha-padankita dhama, vrndavana yara nama,
yatane ye nahi aradhila

“(How will they bathe in the ocean of rasa if they) have never

made an effort to worship the abode called Vyndavan that bears

the footprints of Sr1 Radhds feet?”

(Gitavali, Sri Radhastaka, 1, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

But how to worship Radharani—how? “Yatane ye nahi
aradhila, Radha-padankita Dham.” Gurudev said, “You must walk
in Radharani’s place on your head, not on your legs.” It is that
kind of place, but how can we see it? “Andhibhiita chaksu yara
visaya dhiilite”: our eyes are blind. If I take poison, how can I taste
anything after that? “Janiya Suniya visa khainu: I knew that it was
poison, I had heard that it was poison, but still I drank it.” If
I take poison, and I know it is poison, I will have to die.

We are now in Vrndavan Dham, but we do not sing, do not
practise, do not do kirtan; we are staying here but living like in an
ordinary house—sleeping, eating, doing all these same things...
but this is Goloka Vrndavan!
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radha-padankita dhama, vrndavana yara nama,
yatane ye nahi aradhila

“(How will they bathe in the ocean of rasa if they) have never

made an effort to worship the abode called Vyndavan that bears

the footprints of Sr Radhds feet?”

How should I worship this place? Srila Gurudev made this
temple here in Vrndavan to sing kirtan, to practise, and we must
do that, and worship it through that. If, however, you follow
your mind, how will you serve?

Gurudev always tells us, “Do not follow your mind. You must
follow what I am saying.” Something may be going on in your
mind—dismiss it. If your mind and heart are full of other things,
how will you follow Gurudev? You must become a proper, good
receiver. Everything is in your heart, but you must make the fuse.

We take initiation from Gurudev, but what is the meaning of
Sisya, being a disciple? “Diksa-kale bhakta kare atma-samarpana: at
the time of the initiation, the devotee offers himself to the Guru.”
We are not in charge anymore.

Gurudev said to me, “If you serve the Vaisnavs, Radharani’s
servants, Lalita Devi’s servants, Krsna will come to serve you.”

Once Radharani Herself came to cook sweet rice for Sanatan
Goswami. Sanatan Goswami wanted some sweet rice, and
Rupa Goswami thought, “How can I get sugar, rice, milk, and
the other ingredients?” Suddenly, a girl came, and offered him
the ingredients,

“Please take this.”

“Who are You?”

“I'live in this village.”

“But I do not know how to cook sweet rice...”

“My mother knows how to make it, and she has taught Me
something. I can try to make it.” She actually cooked it herself—
brought the pot, made the fire, did everything!



When Sanatan Goswami tasted it, he was astonished, “What
nectar! How much nectar this is!!” He searched for that girl,
“I want to see that girl, that girl’s father,” but he could not find
Her. Sanatan Goswami began to cry, “Riipa, you do not know...
We are here to serve Her, but She Herself came to serve us!”

Then you must understand what this place is...

Gurudev got this place, here is Radha Rasa Bihari, here is
Srila Krsna Das Kaviraj Goswami’s place, here is Radha Damodar
also...

Once, a godbrother of Srila Gurudev, a disciple of Srila
Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj came to Gurudev and offered to
make a puspa-samadhi of Srila Guru Maharaj in Riipa Goswamf’s
place. Gurudev answered, “We do not want that. Here everything
is mixed—any sahajiya people or anybody else can give some
money, and their father or mother can also be buried here. I do
not want to give my Guru’s puspa-samadhi there.” Fortunately, he
got this place, on the same land with Srila Réipa Goswam{’s place.

Also Srila Swami Maharaj spent here ten years, and after
translating Bhagavatam he went to the foreign land. At his old
age he went to a foreign country! What sort of impression did he
get here? Also, before going abroad, he first went to Nabadwip:
he took shelter of Srila Sridhar Maharaj and asked him for
permission to go there...

That is that place. You must worship this place. If anybody
sits in this place, plays kartals and chants, “Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna,” they will go to Goloka Vrndavan—such kind of place
this is! But we are not chanting, we are not practising properly;
we are thinking about our own self, we are thinking about eye
exercise, ear exercise, mind exercise... We are doing all kinds of
exercise, and “andhibhiita chaksu yara visaya dhulite”: our eyes
become blind with so much illusory dust. How then shall we see
this kind of environment?
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Once a sannyasi came to me and said, “Oh, Maharaj, Vrndavan
is nothing special. Monkeys are always disturbing and passing
stool there...” T told him, “Your eyes are like that, that is why
your eyes saw monkeys disturbing and passing stool, but some
can see the nitya dham, Radharani’s Pastimes here...”

Radharani’s birthplace is nearby, in Ramakeli, and the house
of Her parents—King Vrsabhanu and Kirtida Mayi—is in
Varsana. When King Vrsabhanu and Kirtida Mayi lived in
Ramakeli, King Vrsabhanu went every day to the Yamuna to
bathe. One day when he went to the bank of the Yamuna, he saw
a big lotus with a baby inside it. Raja Vrsabhanu brought the
baby home, and the feeling came to Kirtida Mayi that the baby
had been born like this.

So many demigods came then disguised to their house, so
many people came to see Her, but no one could recognise who
She was. Kirtida Mayi and Raja Vrsabhanu also invited Nanda
Maharaj and Yasoda. Everyone was wondering how the girl had
appeared and why, although so beautiful, She did not open Her
eyes. While everyone was talking like this in a crowd, Krsna
crawled away to Radharani’s room, and when He saw Her face,
She opened Her eyes. First She saw Her Lord. She had asked
Him before, “Promise Me that when I am born I will not see
anyone’s face until I have seen Your face.”

There are so many lilas in Vrndavan Dham, Govardhan,
Uddhav Kunda, Radha Kunda...

e e ee
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When the Family Is Against

6 September 2011

A devotee asked me the other day what to do: his father does
not allow him to come and is always against Krsna consciousness.

There is a very nice example. Raghunath Das Goswami
always wanted to go to serve Mahaprabhu, always wanted to
go to Krsna consciousness, but his father always stopped him—
every time he would bring him back to the house and lock the
door. Some devotees have only one-two ‘security men’ (their
father and mother), but Raghunath Das Goswami’s father was
a very rich person and he engaged eleven security men for his
only son.

Raghunath Das Goswami again and again went to
Mahaprabhu, but Mahaprabhu told him, “Go back!”

antare nistha kara, bahye loka-vyavahara
achirat krsna tomaya karibe uddhara

“Be fixed internally and behave like everyone else externally.
Krsna will rescue you soon.”
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya-1ila, 16.239)

“It is not necessary to show your external devotion so much,”
He said.

There was also one devotee who grew a beard because he had
a problem with his father: you can show your father you are not
involved in devotional activities, and inside you can continue.
It is not necessary to show anything externally, you can do
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everything internally. This is why a strong relation is necessary,
then no one can stop you. Srila Raghunath Das Goswami is
an example of that.

Mahaprabhu told him, “Go back to your home. Do not show
markata vairagya: do not be renounced like a monkey.” Hanker
for the Lord internally—it is not necessary to show anything
to your father. If, when you show your chanting beads to your
father, he becomes crazy, then do not show it to him. Be sincere
and follow the rules and regulations within (antare nistha), but
show your parents that you are not a devotee, or not a devotee
any more, then your father will be very happy. He will again
send you to Delhi to study, and from Delhi you can from time
to time come to Vrndavan to see the Deities. Finished. That is
the answer; that is the policy. “Krsna ye bhaje sei bada chatur: those
who worship Krsna are very clever.”

I have told many times how I came here. My father was
searching everywhere, going from place to place, and a year
later he thought, “My son had some attachment to Bhagavad-
gita, maybe he went to a temple.” My mother had searched all
Mayapur and then came here. One day, I was making the roof of
a building here, and I saw from the roof my mother was coming.
I immediately ran downstairs and told the security, “There is
alady coming. She will probably ask about this person (I told him
my previous name). Tell that lady he is not here.” Do you see how
cruel Thad tobe? At that time I was a new boy, a one-year-old boy,
and I did not have so much foundation in Krsna consciousness,
did not have so much spiritual consciousness, so they could
have easily converted me and taken me away to the illusory
environment. That is why I had to be cruel and do that. This is
how it happened.

Somebody may think, “Oh, he is very bad. He told his mother
he was not here,” but it is not a problem for me. Somebody can
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say this or that, but it is not a spiritual matter why I took such
a decision. I did what I had to do.

Once I asked Gurudev (it was after I took sannyas, in 2002 or
2001),

“Gurudev, I need to go to my previous place, the father’s
house. There is some land in my name, I can sell it, and that
money will come to the temple...”

“How much money will you get?”

I said how much I could get, and Gurudev replied,

“OK, I'will give you that money. You do not have to go there.”

“I do not want any money, but if for the temple somebody
can take the land, why not?”

“Itis not necessary to go there. I will lose you because of some
money. Money is not necessary, I will give it to you if you want.”

So, it is not necessary to show anything. You can pretend and
say, “O mother, I will never go there again, I will not leave you.
I will stay in the family and will serve you. I will do everything.”
At the same time, you can say, “How will I serve you if I do not
study? Please, allow to me to go to Delhi to study.” From there
you can go to Vrndavan sometimes.

That is devotional activities. You are telling a lie, but a lie
for what? For service, so there is no problem. If for the service
to the Lord you do something wrong, it is not a problem. Who
do you do it for? If you do it for the Lord, for Gurudev, then it
is allowed. It is not my words, it is said in the $astra, scriptures.
The scriptures also show it: many devotees do something wrong
for the service to the Lord—actually they can do anything for
the service to the Lord, to Krsna. That is the main siddhanta.

Raghunath Das Goswami also asked Mahaprabhu, “How can
I come to You? If I become involved in the family life, how will
I ever come to You? How will I cut the bondage of the illusory



environment?” Mahaprabhu said to him, “That is not your
business. That is My business.”

se chhala se-kale krsna sphurabe tomare
krsna-krpa yare, tare ke rakhite pare

“Krsna will reveal to you how you can come. Who can stop the
one who has got mercy of Krsna?”
(17 Chaitanya-charitamyta, Madhya-1ila, 16.241)

Mahaprabhu explained, “Krsna will give you some
intelligence and you will understand how you can come, how
you can again join Krsna consciousness, and how you can come
to Me. That is not your business. Leave this to Me.”

No one can tie or lock you if you have got mercy from
the Lord, from Gurudev, from Mahaprabhu. You will come—
for sure; but you must have desire to come. It will depend upon
your desire—no one can stop you if you have a strong desire and
the strongest faith. The scriptures say this clearly.

oo B oo
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Control the Root

Year 2012

The mind is always naughty, but you must follow Gurudev’s
instruction.

You are young and sometimes do something a little wrong,
but it can be forgiven: if someone is a surrendered soul, they have
no offence. Practice makes perfect—it is not necessary to be a big
scholar or a big scientist. Which university did Srimati Radharani
go to? Did She go to Cambridge or Oxford? Radharani studied in
‘Krsna university’. She never went to Cambridge or Oxford, but
we worship Her. Nityananda Prabhu left His house when He
was twelve years old: what school did He go to after that?

Mercy comes from above, but for that your pot must be
empty—you must remove the ego that you are a great scholar,
that you are very beautiful, and so on, from your pot—then
immediately mercy will come.

Do you understand what my advice is? This is my
prescription. If you follow it, you will be successful in your
spiritual life, as well as material life (although a devotee has no
material life—a devotee has only spiritual life).

Another point is that money must be used for service, not for
enjoyment. You can go to Kolkata, Bombay, or Delhi, and spend
two lakhs rupees (200 000) for one night in a hotel, but you can
also go to Paharganj and spend 100-200 rupees for one night.
Simple living, high thinking—what is necessary for your life, is
sufficient for you.
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Do not think or hope that you will get married and your
son will look after you. He may not do that, then you will be
hopeless. In another way, you may be upset that your brother is
not looking after your parents, “He is my brother, so he must also
look after them.” Instead, you must think, “No, no, why should
he look after them? I will do it.” Always think in a good and
proper way, do not think wrong...

If you follow me, you will be a great devotee, the only
problem is that you must control your root:

Do not follow your tongue, always take prasad. You can
take prasad even five times a day, no problem, but do not take
anything except Krsna's prasad. Do not eat outside food—soft
drinks, snacks, fast food, and so on. If you do not control your
tongue, the rest will not be under control too,

jihvara lalase yei iti-uti dhaya
§iSnodara-parayana krsna nahi paya
“Those who go here and there trying to satisfy their tongue,

follow their genitals and belly and cannot attain Kysna.”
(Sr1 Chaitanya-charitamyrta, Antya-lila, 6.227)

Mahaprabhu told this to a young boy, and who was that
young boy? Raghunath Das Goswami.

If you control your tongue—if you do not talk so much, do
not gossip so much, do not eat so much—it will be good for you;
and you should practise from the beginning of the day. There
is a Bengali proverb, “Uthanta mulo pattane chena yaya: morning
shows the day.” So, if you control all these things, it will be good
for you. How is it possible to control it?

prasada-seva karite haya,
sakala prapaficha-jaya
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“By honouring the Lord’s prasad I conquer all worldly illusions.”
(Saranagati, 31.5, by Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

If you do not control your tongue, your mind will be
disturbed. Prasad seva: always take prasad, do not take what your
tongue and your mind wants. It is possible to do it if you try.
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The Ten Offences to the Holy Name

1. Criticising sadhus.

2. Considering Siva or other gods to be independent of or higher
than Krsna.

3. Considering the Guru to be a human being.

4. Criticising the scriptures.

5. Interpreting the Name with the help of a dictionary, etc.

6. Considering the Name imaginary.

7. Indulging in sin and chanting the Name to cleanse that sin.

8. Considering chanting the Name equal to pious activities.

9. Instructing faithless persons in chanting the Name.

10. Remaining attached to material things, your body, or your
bodily wealth.

The Sixty-Four Practices of Devotion
(Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur’s Amrta-pravaha-bhasya
on 511 Chaitanya-charitamyta)

(1) Taking shelter at Sri Guru’s feet; (2) Accepting initiation;
(8) Serving Sri Guru; (4) Asking and learning about true
religion; (5) Following the sadhus’ path; (6) Sacrificing one’s
own enjoyment out of love for Krishna; (7) Residing in Krsna’s
abode; (8) Accepting only what is required to maintain one’s life;
(9) Observing Ekadasi; (10) Honouring myrobalan trees, banyan
trees, cows, brahmans, and Vaisnavs; (11) Avoiding offences
to the Name and the Deity; (12) Giving up non-devotees’
association; (13) Not making many disciples; (14) Not studying
partially and commenting upon numerous texts; (15) Being
indifferent about loss and gain; (16) Not becoming subdued by
lamentation; (17) Not disrespecting other Deities or scriptures;



(18) Not listening to blasphemy of the Lord or His devotees;
(19) Not listening to village talk (any talk that has to do with
sense gratification); (20) Not disturbing others with one’s mind
or words; (21) Hearing about the Lord; (22) Chanting about
Lord; (23) Remembering the Lord; (24) Worshipping the Lord;
(25) Praying to the Lord; (26) Serving the Lord; (27) Having the
mood of the Lord’s servant; (28) Having the mood of the Lord’s
friend; (29) Surrendering oneself to the Lord; (30) Dancing before
the Deity; (31) Singing for the Deity; (32) Expressing one’s heart to
the Deity; (33) Offering obeisance to the Deity; (34) Standing up
out of respect when the Deity or a devotee arrives; (35) Following
the Deity or a devotee in the procession; (36) Visiting holy places
and Temples of the Lord’s Deities; (37) Circumambulating
the Deity; (38) Reciting hymns; (39) Chanting japa; (40) Chanting
in congregation; (41) Honouring incense, garlands, and so
on, that have been offered to the Deity; (42) Honouring maha-
prasadam; (43) Participating in aratis and festivals; (44) Visiting
the Deity (45) Offering what is dear to oneself to the Deity;
(46) Meditating (47) Serving Tulasi; (48) Serving devotees;
(49) Serving the Lord’s abode; (50) Relishing Bhagavatam;
(561) Endeavouring solely for Krsna’s sake; (52) Looking for
the Lord’s mercy; (53) Celebrating festivals with devotees
honouring the Lord’s Pastimes; (54) Surrendering in all respects;
(65) Observing Kartik and other rites; (56) Marking the body
with devotional symbols; (57) Marking the body with the Lord’s
Names; (58) Adorning the body with offerings of flowers made to
the Deity; (59) Drinking the Deity’s charanamyta; (60) Associating
with sadhus; (61) Chanting the Name; (62) Hearing Srimad
Bhagavatam; (63) Residing in Mathura; (64) Faithfully serving
the Deity.



The Five Places of Kali
(Srimad Bhagavatam)

(1) Dyiita: dice, cards, chess, horse racing, the lottery, and
other sorts of gaming or gambling. Its basis is falsehood, and
it destroys the virtue of truthfulness. (Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur notes that Kali is always creating newer and
newer forms of games to lead people away from dharma.)

(2) Pana: alcohol, wine, ganja, tobacco, opium, and any other
intoxicant. Its basis is pride, and it destroys the virtue of mercy.

() Striya: illicit association with the opposite sex, attachment
to one’s spouse, and association with those who engage in illicit
association. Its basis is lust, and it destroys the virtue of purity.

(4) Siina: taking the life of an animal for the sake of one’s own
body. Its basis is violence, and it destroys all virtues (truthfulness,
mercy, cleanliness, and austerity). Anyone who kills an animal,
as well as anyone who prepares, cooks, transports, sells, serves,
or eats it, is implicated in such sin.

(5) Jata: gold, silver, money, and other forms of wealth. Within
these, falsehood, pride, lust, violence, and enmity are all present.

Four Types of Sadhu-Ninda
(Criticising Sadhus)

(1) To criticise for a fault in the circumstances of their birth.
(2) To criticise for an unintentional or unknowing fault.

(3) To criticise for faults that are almost rectified.

(4) To criticise for faults that occurred prior to their surrender.



The Thirty-Two Seva Aparadhas

(1) Entering the Lord’s Temple in a vehicle or while
wearing shoes; (2) Not celebrating the Lord’s birthday and
other Pastimes; (3) Not offering obeisance when coming before
the Deity; (4) Worshipping the Deity with an unclean body
or while in an impure state; (5) Offering obeisance with one
hand; (6) Strolling or pacing before the Deity; (7) Spreading
your legs before the Deity; (8) Sitting before the Deity while
holding up your knees with your forearms; (9) Lying down
before the Deity; (10) Eating before the Deity; (11) Telling
lies before the Deity; (12) Speaking loudly before the Deity;
(13) Conversing privately before the Deity; (14) Crying before
the Deity; (15) Quarrelling before the Deity; (16) Chastising
someone before the Deity; (17) Being charitable to someone
before the Deity; (18) Behaving or speaking cruelly towards
common people; (19) Serving the Deity while covered with
a wool, fur or down blanket; (20) Criticising others before the
Deity; (21) Praising others before the Deity; (22) Using foul
language before the Deity; (23) Passing air before the Deity;
(24) Financial fraud: organising a festival or offering worship
at a lower cost or with fewer ingredients than one is able to
provide; (25) Taking items that have not been offered to the
Deity for oneself; (26) Not offering fruits and grains to the Deity
when they are fresh, or in season; (27) Giving the best part of
collected ingredients to others and offering the remains to the
Deity; (28) Sitting with your back to the Deity; (29) Offering
obeisances to others before the Deity; (30) Remaining quiet and
not offering praise, obeisance, and so on before Sri Gurudev;
(31) Praising yourself before Sri Gurudev; (32) Criticising the
demigods.
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487 & 491 Dum Dum Park
(Op. Tank 3)

West Bengal, Pin 700055
© +91 9007839853

Hapaniya

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Ashram,
Village of Hapaniya,
Burdwan, West Bengal

Bamunpara

Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda Seva
Ashram, Village of Bamunpara,
Khanpur, Burdwan, West Bengal

Puri

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
Bidhava Ashram Road,
Gaurbat Sahi, Bidhavashram,
QOdisha, Pin 752001

® +91 9937479070

—:INDIA: —

Govardhan

Srila Sridhar Swami Seva Ashram,
Dasbisa, Govardhan, Mathura,
Uttar Pradesh, Pin 281502

@ +91 9810309511

Vrindavan

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math & Mission,
113 Seva Kunja,

Vrindavan, Mathura,

Uttar Pradesh, Pin 281121

@ +91 9761876054

Siliguri

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
Hayder Para, New Pal Para,
155 Netaji Sarani, Siliguri,
West Bengal, Pin 734006

@ +91 9748906907

New Delhi

Sri Sridhar Govinda Sundar Bhakti Yoga
Center, Rajguru Marg,

Tilak Street, UP, Pin 110055

©@ +918587908744

Ganga Sagar

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
Ganga Sagar Ashram,

Village Chakaphuladubi,

South 24 Parganas, West Bengal
© 9775384623

Kalna

Sri Sridhar Swami Bhakti Yoga
Cultural Centre (Ladies Ashram),
Village of Saspur, Kalna,
Burdwan, West Bengal



—:EUROPE: —

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
466 Green Street,

London, E13 9DB

@ 0208 552-3551

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
Greville House, Hazelmere Close,
Feltham, London, TW14 9PX

@ 0755 444 6739

Ireland

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sangha
Willowfield Road,

Leitrim, Ballinamore

©@ 071 9645661

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sangha
Flat A, 2, St Michaels Villas
Inchicore, Dublin 10

©@ 087 784 3302

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
Schlossberg 26, 74219, Mockmiihl
@ +49 6298 / 935-9413

Netherlands:

Ashram, Azorenweg 80,
1339 VP Almere

® 036 53 28150

Via Regondino, 5,

23887 Olgiate Molgora (LC),
Fraz. Regondino Rosso

@ +39 039 9274445

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sangha
Zona Corlo 40, 06014 Montone (PG)
® +39 0759306496

Nagybanyai utca 52,
H-1025, Budapest
@ +361 3980295, 30/5653316

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sangha
Elopatak utca 33,

H-1118, Budapest

@ +361 319 1022

® ‘Rejtett Kincs” cultural centre
Rozsa utca 1, 1077, Budapest
@ 30/5653316

® Sri Sridhar-Govinda Sangha,
Adriana Marcinovova
Cukrovarska 128,

566 01, Vysoke Myto

Ukraine
Vedalife Yoga Studio
Olesya Gonchara St. 90/92, Kiev

@ +38 (044) 360-46-90

Abdullah Cevdet Sokak, No33/8
Cankaya 06690, Ankara
@ +90 312 4415857, 312 440 88 82

Russia

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Cultural Centre,
Bolshoy Kiselny tup. 7/2

Moscow

@ +7 495 628-8855

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Morskaya St b.13, p.Lahta,
Saint Petersburg, Russia

@ +7 (812) 498-2555

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Vavilova st. 16-90, Akademgorodok,
Tomsk, Russia

® 4791310599 81

Abkhazia

Selo Dzighuta, 2 Apsilsky tup., 15
@ +7 940-712-58-48,



— :NORTH AMERICA : —

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Seva
Ashram, 2900 North Rodeo
Gulch Road, Soquel, CA 95073
O (831) 462-4712

& sevaashram.net

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Seva Ashram,
269 E. Saint James St.

San Jose, CA, 95112

(408) 288 6360

® Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda
Mission, 16251 Haleakala Hwy.
Kula, Maui, Hawaii 96790

@ 808-878-6821

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Mission

745 South 700 East,

Salt Lake City, UT, 84102

© (801) 834-8844

Canada

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sridhar Asan, #29
9955 140 Street, Surrey, V3T 4M4

© 604 953 0280

Mexico

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math de
Veracruz, A.R.,

Juan de Dios Peza 157
Veracruz, c.p. 91700

@ (52-229) 955 0941

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswati Sridhar
Govinda Sevashram de Mexico, A.R.
Reforma No. 864, Sector Hidalgo
Guadalajara, Jalisco, c.p. 44280

@ (52-33) 3826-9613

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswati Sridhar
Govinda Sevashram de Mexico, A.R.
Calle 69-B, No. 537,

Fracc. Santa Isabel Kanasin, Yucatan
c.p. 97370, Merida

® (52-999) 982-8444

—:SOUTH AMERICA : —

® Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda

Seva Ashram, Krishna Shakti Ashram,
P.O. Box 386, Campos do Jordao, Sao
Paulo

@ (012) 3663 3168

® Srila Govinda Maharaj Seva Ashram,
Prata dos Aredes, Teresopolis - Rio de
Janeiro, 92660

@ (21) 2644-6695

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Campina Grande, Av. Rio Branco
707, Bairro: Prata, Campina Grande
@ (83) 8881-3764

Colombia

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Bogota, Carrera 74A

No 49A-71, Cédigo Postal 110911

@: 011+57+1+317 432 0813,

Srila Sridhar Swami Seva Ashram, P.O.
Box 17-01-576, Quito, @ 342 471

Venezuela

® Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda Seva
Ashram, Avenida Tuy con Avenida
Chama, Quinta Parama Karuna,
Caracas, Venezuela

@ (58) 212-754 1257

E paramakaruna.org.ve

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Calle 77 entre Avenidas 10 y 11
Frente a ENELVEN, Maracaibo,
@ (58) 261 797 3089



—:ASIA: —

¢ Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sadhu Sangam
Bukit Beruntung Seva Ashrani, No 19
& 21, JalanTertai 10, Bukit Beruntung,
48000 Rawang, Selangor.

@ (60) 3 6028 1264

¢ Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda Seva
Ashram Petaling Jaya Service Centre
No: 7 Jalan 18/16

Taman Kanagapuram

46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

@ (60) 163386130

® Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda Seva
Ashram, Sitiawan

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
17 Bali Lane, Singapore 189853
@ 90236341

® Srila Sridhar Swami Seva Ashram,
23 Ruby St. Casimiro Townhouse
Talon Uno, Las Pinas City

Metro Manila, Zip 1747

@ 800-1340

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Philippines Branch

Lot 15 Block 8, Woodbridge
Subdivision, Poblacion

@ 017 5862817 Pandi, Bulacan.
@ (63) 92031 63750
= philippines.scsmath.org
—: AUSTRALIA & OCEANIA : —
Australia New Zealand

® Sri Govinda Dham

1244 Kyogle Rd, Uki

via Murwillumbah, N.S.W. 2484.
@ (0266) 795541

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat

Ashram Cairns, 14 Brian St, Brinsmead,
Cairns, Queensland, Australia 4870

@ (0403) 249 423

1030 Coatesville Riverhead
Highway Riverhead, Auckland
@ (09) 4125466

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sridhar
Asan P.O. Box 4507, Lautoka, Fiji

—: AFRICA : —

South Africa

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Ashram
4464 Mount Reiner Crescent
Lenasia South, Extension 4
Johannesburg 1820

@ (011) 852 2781, (083) 947 6433

® Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math
Phoenix 4068, Durban, KZN
@ (031) 505 8436

Sri Chy it;z;%ya Saraswat Math
International,

Nabadwip Dham Street Long Mountain
@ (230) 256 3466



bhukti-mukti adi-vaficha yadi mane haya
sadhana karileo prema utpanna na haya

“If you have material desires (if you want
liberation, enjoyment, myostic powers, elc.),
then even if you practise life after life,
dwvine love will not come.”

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta, Madhya-lila, 19.175)
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